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INTRODUCTION. 



The work that is here presented to the public is 
written on a subject of vast importance in Ireland, and 
it is pat forth on an occasion that is peculiar, and at 
a period which appears to be critical. The subject 
is religion — that most essential concern — considered 
in its most powerful influences upon the prejudices 
and affections of an Irishman's warm heai:^, and even 
upon those convictions, which give/^^ earti^t and 
strongest bias to his political sentiments..,..; \ ;^ 
The people of Ireland have been long find in^dns- 
triouslj misled, in respect to the origin and chfti^cuur 
of their primitive Christian faith ; its introduction has 
been falsely attributed to Rome ; its nature is falsely 
asserted to have been popish. It is of the greatest con- 
sequence that they should be set right on both points, 
and to do so is the object which I now endeavour to at- 
tain. " There are few things," says Dr. Phelan, in his 
admirable letter* addressed to the Marquis Welles- 
ley — " there are few things in tiie cVtc\xvcv%Vaxtfi«^ ^"^ 

* Fublkbed under the assumed name oi 1>^ciaKi^« 
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this country more worthy the attention of a great 
and enlightened statesman. The papacy maintains 
its ascendancy by an artful system of accommodation 
to the natural principles and motives of man. Of 
these it has chiefly taken to its aid in Ireland 
national spirit and pride of ancestry. The Irish are 
a fondly national people ; they know little of their 
ancestors, but they believe of them every thing that 
enters into their conceptions of worth and greatness ; 
and they feel a high, although a mournful consola- 
tion, in turning from their own condition to the sup- 
posed freedom, and glory, and happiness of other 
times. These principles have been incorporated into 

..^their creed: they receive their religion as the last 
% . 'b^uestf aud the last token, which remains to them of 
I : their alqibst' canonized forefathers, and they cling to 

: . it ,wii^ 9 jdesp^rate fidelity. 

^: ./''Te* cherish and to keep alive this persuasion 

': 9^Bg them, legends, miracles, and prophecies are 
devised' ^ivith lavish but adroit profusion. Their 
religion is made to look venerable through the vista 
of antiquity — ^interesting in the garb and attitude of 
decay. Thus the faith of a zealous Roman Catholic 
comes upon him with the romantic fervour of a pic- 
turesque and melancholy grandeur — ^through a long | 
line of martyrs and confessors — ^through St. Patrick — i 
through the apostles — it finally blends itself with tbt J 

Saviour of the world. The ambition N«r\i\e\i «w3 
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considerations inspires is not to be estimated by poli- 
tical arithmeticians." 

The occasion which gives rise to this publication 
ifl peculiar — ^the subject of our primitive creed has 
been noticed, more than once of late, in the most 
deliberative assembly of the British empire, and 
every allusion to it has been received in a manner 
not a little repulsive. When a nobleman of intelli- 
gence, education, and truth, rises in his place in the 
British senate, and calmly makes an allegation upon 
a matter of the very first importance, the result of 
his convictions on serious inquiry and candid con- 
sideration, one would naturally expect, that the cha- 
racter of uncompromising truth which is generally 
associated with the name of English noble — the 
place, the most exalted platform of imperial Britain 
— the checks against rash assertion which exist in a 
frank and enlightened audience, in a vigilant and 
critical press, and in the powerful sanctions of a 
jealous law of opinion — would ensure to every such 
allegation the most respectful attention, if not the 
most solemn weighing; especially if it materially 
affected the momentous concerns of a part of the 
nation, the right government of wliich has always 
baffled the utmost skill of legislators and of minis- 
ters. When, therefore, such an allegationi" is met, 

* The following is the newspaper account of ^«x\. ^^ W^ 
iNrte on Mr. Ward's motion, AuguBt % \^^\— "Ust^ 
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not with argument, but with rude exclamation, ex- 
pressive of more than doubt, and conveying the indi- 
cation of flat contradiction and of impatient surprise — 
intended not personally for the honourable member, 
but for the subject matter of his assertion — it exhi- 
bits such combined ignorance and recklessness with 
regard to it, as can only follow from the strongest 
influences of preconceived system — ^the existence of 
some prejudice as widely spread, as it is deeply 
rooted. 

Whatever contempt, however, these assertions 
respecting our ancient religion may meet with in our 
parliament, they have called forth a champion to 
refute them through the press, who is armed with all 
the panoply of Rome.^ The allegation of Lord John 
Manners in the House of Commons, that the Irish 
Church " was for hundreds of years independent of 
Rome," and others of a similar bearing, have given 
a theme to an intelligent Romanist, Dr. Rock ; who 
impugns them in a pamphlet, wherein, with much 
reserve of truths that tend to countenance a contrary 
opinion, he maintains that which has almost univer- 
sally prepossessed the public mind — that ''from 
the very beginning the Irish Church has been 
united to that of Rome," and '^ paid obedi^ce to 

said <* that the church at this day established in Irdaad 
was the ancient cfaoroh of that country. ' The responw to 
tM3 assertion was, oh, oh ! 
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the papal supremacy." These assumptions I under- 
take to deny ; not under the shackle of a reply to the 
letter of Dr. Rock» but taking it as a fit occasion for 
engaging in this important controversy, and following 
very much his arrangement as one that is simple and 
convenient. 

The present period is critical for making an 
appeal to Protestant England upon this subject. 
The influence of Romanism has of late so increased 
in extent and in degree, as to become exceedingly 
alarming; already, in the case of several persons, 
there seems to be realized the awful judgment of 
Grod — that of sending a strong delusion to believe a 
lie. May the sincere and simple faith of many in 
these favoured islands avert this consummation from 
becoming general ; and save us from the evils that 
are threatening to occur, through the infatuation of 
our rulers, the indifference of our constitutional 
guardians, the subtlety of Jesuits, or the clamour of 
demagogues. 

From the time* when Mr. Pitt, a minister most J 

• It is most justly remarked in the Quarterly Beview for 

. Jane, 1846, p. 259, with reference to Mr. Pitt's bill of 1791— 

<* Hoc fonte deriyata, elades 

In patriam populumque fluxit. 

** It was brought in by him," says the reviewer, ** after 

a lon^ negociation with a committee of Englbh Roman 

Catholics ; and having tatisjied himself hj the opinions of tha 
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wise in his generation, in opposition to all the 
teachings of history and of experience, in despite of 
unalterable principles for centuries directing her 
uniform conduct, attended to Rome's testimony 
respecting herself, and admitted the false dogma 
that popery had changed its character with the 
times, a flood of falsehood has been let out upon 
unsuspecting and credulous England, and erroneous 
facts abundantly asserted or insinuated, and believed. 
Thus it claims to be admitted, as a postulate, that 
7,000,000 is the number of Ilomanists in Ire- 
land; while for the whole kingdom no greater 
number of Protestants is allowed, than the pro- 
vince of Ulster alone notoriously contains. Thus 
also as a next step, and one that might well be 
expected to follow, the entire of this 7,000,000 is 
most confidently assumed as being opposed to the 
creed of Protestants, their Bible, and their schools ; 
and this in the face of abundant and public testi- 
mony to the contrary, such as the following, con- 
tained in a series of resolutions publicly presented 
by 3,221 Roman Catholic teachers and masters of 
the Irish Society, in a district surrounding Kings- 
court : — " We can assure His Majesty's government, 
that the Irish peasantry are most anxious for scrip- i 
tural education for themselves and their children. ^ 

MS to the tenets of thai church respecting the pope's antho- i 

ritjr within Uieae reAlma, his dispensing po^et, wi^ >3[i% Vs«%\ J 

io^ faitb with beretlcB. " '^ 
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There are thousands of Roman Catholics whose cry 
can never reach the ear of the British senate, — who 
dare not breathe a word against the tyranny that 
cfppresees them^^^who from sincere love for scriptural 
education, in defiance of every species of hostility, 
continue to send their children to Bible schools." 
Against such evidence also as is recorded in the re- 
port of a late trial* at Dingle, in which it was proved, 
that numbers of Roman Catholics — 800 in that dis- 
trict alone — ^had become converts to the Protestant 
faith, through the instrumentality of similar teaching. 
Thus also credit is blindly given to other extrava- 
gant assertions : for instance, the monster meetings 
are magnified ten-fold, for the purposes of political 
mischief; and a great landed proprietor of the south, 
a Peer, and once Secretary for Ireland, is hurried by 
hia blind terrors to proclaim in the House of Lords, 
the alarming danger that existed in the country, from 
the assembling of 400,000 persons on one of these 
occasions in the city of Cork — a number amounting 
to nearly one-half the inhabitants of that most ex- 
tended county, including men, women, and children ! 
And to bring the subject of these delusions to 
bear more upon that of this publication, it cannot 
under the circumstances afford matter for surprise, 
that the entire of the truth respecting the primitive 

^1 * 8m the Report of the action of the B.^n. C. Qi^i«t« 
-. mMm^ the Editor of the Kerry Examiner, TiaVe^ ^xisonvRx 
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Christian faith in this country, its introduction and 
its character, so littie previously understood, and 
now so generally misrepresented, should, when 
brought without prepa,ration before an assembly 
80 much predisposed to reject it as is our House of 
Commons, be received with exclamations expressive 
of incredulity ; — that the falsehood which intruded on 
it should be admitted, especially as it has always 
been assumed by the Romanists, as a ground upon 
which they founded and erected the entire fabric 
of their church in this land. Still further, we 
cannot be astonished, that interested agitators fol- 
low this up with that most false and mischievous 
corollary, which identifies the Saxon with the Protes* 
tant ; although it is an historical fact which has nev^ 
been denied, that the Saxons (as the British followers 
of Henry H. have been popularly misnamed) did work 
together with Pope Adrian, for confirming and perpe- 
tuating the Romish creed and authority in this land, 
and for granting to him the papal tribute of Peter's 
pence. 

The present is the age for facts ; but it is too much 
the fashion to draw principles from them, instead of 
applying principles to them ; and when the facts thus 
relied on contradict their very name, they must mif- 
lead or impel into error. Hence the preset evil 
influence of that false principle, with all its erro*i 
neous results — that the numbers and aninstrocladj 
desires of the multitade are to Bway^ «ve»i VmEoSiton 
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connected with religion — though its clamors are but 
the echo of the demagogue ; although the Lord himself 
has declared, that << broad is the way and wide is the 
gate that leadeth to destruction, and many there be 
that enter in thereat ;" and although the sin of David 
in numbering his people (2 Samuel xxiv.)> and rely- 
ing upon his multitudes, as the right mode of pro- 
moting the great cause of Israel, was visited with a 
peculiar national judgment. 

K the religion of the empire be put to the vote, 
and the people be left to determine for themselves 
in those concerns, wherein man, without the teach- 
ing of God's word, is naturally most blind to that 
which is his properest choice, the result must be 
ignorance and error ; for who does not know that — 
BO great is the tendency to error in our fallen race — 
false opinions have always adhered with most tena- 
city to the minds of men, and that ages of progress- 
ing civilization often pass over, before they can be 
entirely eradicated. It is admitted that the Gospel 
most be aggressive, or remain unknown. Truth must 
make a struggle to prevail — not with carnal weapons, 
it is true ; but with all possible energy, perseverance, 
and zeal in the useof those which it is proper to employ. 
These principles are illustrated by real facts, recorded 
In all the annals of mankind, in every climate, in 
erery age. — To yield to the untutored will of majo- 
rities in matters of reUgion may 80un4 nctj \^«t^> 



XU INTRODUCTION. 

and be very expedient ; but it is essentially as unwise^ 
as to give up to childhood the regulation and enforce- 
ment of its own discipline, or to trust with a mob the 
ordering and preserving of wholesome government 

From erroneous facts thus engendering erroneous 
principles, erroneous measures must proceed. There 
was, for some time, a strong undercurrent of in- 
struction and improvement progressing in Ireland, 
which was operating well ; and it would have been 
wise to have let well alone. Had it been overlooked, 
it might in a short time have redeemed, as a sinking 
fund, the great national debt long due from England 
to this island. But it has been interfered with, and 
its progress materially checked. The habitual ene- 
mies of intellectual lights took the alarm; the nu- 
merical principle was strongly urged, and instantly 
enforced in practice : — education has, in consequence, 
been dislodged from the rock upon which it had 
placed its strong foundation, to be again raised upon 
the sandy basis of political expediency. Thus has 
the divine ordinance, << Train up a child in the way 
he should go," been sacrificed, by the human le- 
gislator, on the altar of the law of opinion.'*' 

Yet such measures are far from having attained 
the hoped-for end ; nor will they ever accomplish it 

* " It was public opinion that emancipated the Roman 
CathoYics," (Quart. Rer. June, 1845, p. 296^— but it «hoald 
not hsre been listened to, when H clamoTe^ iox \Ve i\v««t's 
cf their mindMm 
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There was never such a frown on the countenances 
of many of the Roman Cathoh'c peasants as there is 
now — there never before existed any general symp- 
tom of a democratic bearing among the common 
people* More than ever is the absentee landlord 
scared away from dwelling among his tenants ; more 
than ever is the overflowing capital of England 
turned off from spreading over and fertilizing our 
land ; more than ever is agitation 'emboldened, and 
alarm increased, and bad men encouraged, and the 
good man made sick at heart — ^for the arms of Bri- 
tain seem to be outspread to receive into Ireland, 
and to foster, that deep, insidious, encroaching order 
which France has thought it politic to expel ; which 
most nations have, within the last century, de- 
nounced ; and which our own statute-book has, even 
in the relief bill of 1832, pointed at with wholesome 
caution. 

Is it not like the operation of that curse, of the 
strong delusion to believe a lie, that the Jesuits, who, 
by their monopoly of the pulpit, the confessional 
chair, and the education of youth, had acquired 
their dangerous influence and destructive power, 
should possess, at present, such credit in Protestant 
imperial Britain? There is truly an alarming degree 
of infatuation abroad concerning them. Not many 
years ago, a member of the House oi Coxuav^w^^ ^sv 
Mothor, & traveller, and a statesman) ^e«^«x«s^ '^^«t- 
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ingly in the House of Commons, that he woold be 
obliged to any one that would show him a Jesuit ; 
when they were notoriously established in extensive 
seminaries even in England. Agam, a noble author, 
in a liberal pamphlet, recommends the reforming of 
Maynooth by endrely committing it into their hands — 
at this time, when it is notorious throughout all this 
country, that ihey are nursing at Clongowes, as a 
seed-plot for that college, those plants of bigotry 
and persecution which are soon to appear, as 
the tares among the wheat, in every parish where 
the seed of the Word of God has been sown, and 
promises to thrive. And now, at length, the most 
precious of all moral trusts— education — ^is virtually 
committed to them, unless the evil be prevented by 
their jealous exclusion from the Roman Catholic 
priesthood and seminary. Lastly, we are gravely 
assured, by one of the most influential writers in the 
land, (Quart. Rev. July, 1845, p. 295, &C.,) that all 
this, and more, to wit, the payment of this clergy, 
*< would be a defence to tbe Established Church," 
and be a benefit to <^ all the Protestant interests of 
Ireland.'' — p. 297- This is all well, if we shut our 
eyes upon Jesuitical influence; but otherwise, and 
if it be blindly admitted — 

" J>iFidimii8 mnros, et moenia pandimns urbis \ 

Accingunt omnes open — 
111a subit, mediseqae mmans WVaJbiVn 
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Instamus tamen immemores, csecique ftirore, 
£t monstmm infelix sacrat& sistimus ara — 
Tunc etiam fails aperit Cassandra futuros 
Ora, Dei jussu non unquam credita Teucris.'* — 

But to return to the principal falsehood by which 
our countrymen have been for a long time deluded — 
the subject of our inquiry — the Roman origin and cha- 
racter of Patrick and his creed. This is " the fable," 
to indulge in which, they, " after their own lusts, heap 
to themselves teachers," and " turn away their ears 
from the truth, 1 Tim.iv. 2 ;" but, were this fundamental 
and influential error in any measure removed — were 
the people at all enlightened as to the an ti -papal cha- 
racter of their ancient church — so far as such a convic- 
tion should extend, an object of great importance 
would assuredly be attained. Popular clamour, with 
its majorities and enthusiasm, need no longer be 
dreaded ; for these would then both lead and propel 
the teacher and minister along the good old paths. 
Old prejudices would not rise up in arms against but 
for the truth, and education would be replaced upon 
its legitimate basis. Add to this, that legislative 
assemblies would be better taught how to estimate 
and reply to such reasoning as the following : — " If it 
be unjust to interfere with a prescription of three 
hundred years, it was still more unjust to interfere viklv 
the stj'JI longer prescription^ which was ^iste^'acc^^^V^ 
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this coontry when the Reformation took place."* ] 
this speaker set up the claim of Romanist priority 
we can rebut it by a still more ancient prescription— 
we can argue that it was the most unjust proceedin{ 
of all to interfere with our real prescription, by th( 
introduction of popery upon the primitive and Protes 
tant faith of our ancient Christians. And possibly — ^i 
it were not a consummation too Utopian, although de- 
voutly, to be wished — ^the legislature might be enablec 
to accommodate expediency to principle; and t( 
make their human laws to run parallel at once witl 
the law of God, and with the sanctions of public 
opinion. 

To expect this change in a case of inveterate pre- 
judice to be speedy or universal, would be absurd ; 
but, as far as it would extend, it would doubtless tend 
much to neutralize the evils that are increasing, and 
even to convert [them into engines of good. The 
warm affections and stubborn predilections of the 
Irish peasantry, have lately been engaged in promot- 
ing, instead of counteracting, profitable instruction, 
by the employing, as a medium for conveying it, of 
their native and beloved tongue ; were there added to 
this the persuasion, that the pure doctrine offered t' 
them now by Protestants, was really the unmix 

* See Lord John Bnssell's speech on Mr. Ward's mo' 
/n the House of Commons, relative to the Temporalis 
iAe Church oflreUuid, in Jnne, 1844. 
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and unshackled faith of Patrick and of their primitive 
saints, hope could scarcely exaggerate the amount 
of religious and moral benefit that would flow in, 
through* these two channels united, upon the coun- 
try ; especially if the more ingenuous among the 
Romish clergy should be led to perceive, and to 
admit, as some have done, their error upon this sub- 
ject. 

To conclude these remarks with a few words of 
necessary explanation. 

The advocates of the pure and Protestant nature 
of early Cliristianity in Ireland, have almost all of 
them committed a great mistake; we have indeed 
hitherto in general erred, by allowing it to be as- 
smned, that St. Patrick was an emissary of Rome. 
Blisled by the great authority of Ussher, or indiffe- 
rent as to the origin of the Christian truth which our 
primitive saints professed, because that that faith 
oonld be readily proved to have been totally different 
from that of the Council of Trent, we have been thus 



* The experiment has been tried. The Irish Society for 
"^""tlpr the natives of Ireland through the medium of their 
own Ingvmge, of which the author is secretary, has had the 
effect of interesting them in the inquiry ; this has been ex- 
t«iitl?ely followed up, and with what results may be learned 
Nn an interesting extract in the Appendix, which will 
taiUws prove, that the expectations above alluded to are 
' SOI fbanded on iUosory conjecture, but on TttX\oi«X\^tt^^ — 
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Mr. Moore oonriders these four bithopf to have been 
disciples of St. Patrick ; yet he too must have his 
infant church for Palladius, ^its first bishop;" and 
pronounces it, as we have seen, to be Pelagian. It 
is well known that Dr. Ledwich, with ultrarflcq>- 
ticism, denies the very existence of our patron saint ; 
and that in this opinion he stands almost alone. 
Finally, to pass by many less material differeocei 
of systems, how various are the several judgmenti 
respecting the papal origin and character of the 
ancient Irish creed, and the other subjects which I 
now propose to enlarge on — how discrepant are the 
opinions of Drs. Lanigan and O' Conor, Mr. Moore, 
and others, from those of Sir W. Betham, Mr. Pettier 
Dr. Phelan,'*' and most of our present antiquarians! 

Dr. O' Conor, in one of his letters of Columbannii 
remarks that, " to quote authorities in support of a 
disputed fact, which are not by both parties admitted 
as authentic, is only to demonstrate a lack of logic ni 
a lack of sense ;" and, applying this just maxim to tUi 
case of many contradictions, I have judged it right 
to be fastidious in the admission of evidence afiecting 
it. I shall explain shortly the rules by which I have 
been guided. 

The highest authorities, and those upon which I 
chiefly rely, are historians, such as the venerabb 

* See his ar^ment copied from ** Declan," in p. 41 ; and li 
J/eAu M amy's *' Ireland and her C\«acYC TO- •3»-'2A* 
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Bede, and St. Bernard, the biographer of Malachi, 
both of them zealous Romanists, and fully accredited 
by Protestants ; the records of general councils ; 
original letters, as those of Columbanus and others, 
that are admitted to be genuine ; very ancient MSS., 
as the Book of Armagh, and especially that remark- 
able relic of ** the confession of St. Patrick," or his 
letter to the Irish. To these I should add the testi- 
mony of tradition, wherever it is general, uniform, 
and reasonable ; and particularly when it is coupled 
with that of ancient monuments and nomenclature. 
I should observe that I have always, as far as is 
practicable, myself consulted the original works from 
which information has been derived. 

Other testimony should be listened to with more 
cantion, either because that it consists o£ hearsay evi- 
danoe^ which is only of secondary value in itself; or 
else because that it wants that ingredient of full ad- 
n&Mion by both parties, which the maxim of Doctor 
(yConor requires. Of this kind, I consider that 
of Adamnanus and of lonas, the biographers of 
Colnmba and of Columbanus ; the annalists, the 
Aeta Sanctorum, and the celebrated catalogue of Irish 
stints. This could not have been written previously 
to the year 63 — ^probably much later; and, although 
. it bean every mark of great antiquity, should be 
I fnted with caution, as it is not entirely teeoweWfisW^ 
I vitb smae documenta of the same ot an e«x\\«t %%^* 
fTo ttu I must add other writings — ^^ op\»c\i^»r — «^-- 
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tributed to St. Patrick, but which possess doubtfi 
evidence of their being genuine. All these I hav 
referred to sparingly, even when their admission b 
Romanist writers entitles me to make use of thei 
without reserve. 

Another class of evidence is that of still mor 
modem biographies, histories, annals, and tradition 
To these no general rule of selection can apply 
but they are all of them only hearsay, and secondar 
evidence of primitive facts ; and many of them ar 
not << by both parties admitted as authentic.'' It i 
to be also remembered against them, that it i 
through tliem that so much of misrepresentation am 
error has been let in upon this question. 

Compilers of the present day must stand or fill 
with their original authorities ; even their admission 
can only be properly used as opinions, especially a 
they not seldom contradict each other. 

It is necessary, for the information of most readen 
to state, that the terms Scoti and Scotia, as employe 
by Bede and other very ancient writers, apply to th 
Irish and to Ireland alone. Bede explains it so him 
self; so that I shall only add the testimony of Bisho] 
Lloyd, who, referring to Ussher's Primordia (p. 734 
for authority, thus asserts — << I do not believe ths 
there is any writer that lived a thousand years afle 
ChriBt, that once mentions the name of Scotland 
and doth not mean Ireland by ilT 
/ think it proper to add, tViat m *««i^ ^ww 
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who'e I may appear to appropriate the opinions of 
later writers on this subject, I do but repeat my 
own, as they were put forth by me many years ago ; 
and also to apologise for presenting here much that 
has been already published both by myself and 
others. But it could not be avoided ; without it 
the argument would be injuriously weakened, and 
its object frustrated. That object is to present an 
entire body of appropriate and unquestionable* evi- 
dence, whether it be novel or otherwise^ freed only 
from the uncertainty of legend and suspicious tradi- 



* There is mach of interesting legend, which cannot as- 
gmne the high title of unquestionable evidence in the course 
of ftriot argument, but which yet may lay some claim to popu- 
Itr beUef. Mr. King has well blended some of this with 
sterner reasoning in his Primer. 
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ORIGIN OF THE IRISH CHURCH. 



The objects of the following pages are to demon- 
strate that the origin of the Irish Church was 
eastern, and not from Rome ; that it was entirely 
independent of the latter see, until upwards of two 
centuries after the alleged arrival of St. Patrick in 
Ireland, a.d. 432 ; and that it still maintained that 
independence, and rejected the Papal supremacy to a 
great degree, until the former was finally surren- 
dered, and the latter generally acquiesced in, on the 
arrival of the English, in the reign of Henry II. 

In treating of the first of these subjects, it will be 
necessary, as a foundation, to establish the fact of 
the introduction of Christianity into Ireland, long 
before the alleged commission of St. Patrick from 
Rome, A.D. 432 ; it will then be essential, in the 
second place, to show, that he never had any connec- 
tion with that city or the papal see •, aud, 1\\\\^^ , 
that neither did this island receive tVie ^o^^^\)tixoM^^ 
anjr other of its emissaries. T\i\a ViSV xv^Xxvx^^ 
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lead to the proof of the eastern origin of onr native 
church, and an endeavour to connect St. Patrick 
with that channel of communication. 

The first of these facts is conceded hy every eccle- 
siastical historian. Indeed, St. Patrick, in his confes- 
sion, or Letter to the Irish — a work that is universallj 
admitted to be genuine — has declared it in the follow- 
ing words : — '' Ubique pergebam caus4 vestr^ etiam 
usque ad exteras partes, ubi nunquam ahquis perve- 
nerat qui baptizaret, aut clericos ordinaret, aut popo- 
los consummaret^ — "I went every where, on your 
account, even to the remotest places, where never 
before had any one come who could baptise, or ordais 
clergy, or complete" (perhaps confirm) " the people.* 
"An assertion," says Mr. Moore, (History, vol. 1, 
p. 221,) "plainly implying that, in the more acces- 
sible parts of the country, Christianity had hefon 
this time been preached and practised.'* In making 
this admission, the historian almost repeats the 
words of Dr. Lanigan, and acquiesces in the concur- 
ring opinions of the Abb^ M*6eoghegan, Doctor 
O' Conor, Signor Villanueva, the Rev. Mr. Carew, 
Colgan, Doctor Rock, &c. — as well as that of Arch- 
bishop Ussher, and the other Protestant writers on 
the subject. So that " it is universally admitted, that 
there were Christian congregations in Ireland, befoif 
the mission of Palladius, which took place in aj 
431."* 

This truth is further established by the terms of t]rf| 

* Ihr. LsLBigan*8 Eccl. Hia. vo\. V, c. \,«Aft» \» 
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commission giyen by Pope Celestine to Palladius. 
He preceded Patrick by a few years, and was him- 
self sent ** ad Scotos in Christum credentes" — to be- 
hevers in Christ, and not to Pagans. I shall find it 
necessary to comment on this testimony more fully 
hereafter, and now produce it merely to prove the 
allegation which I at present maintain. 

When a point is conceded, it is often prudent to 
abstain from urging it by further reasonings ; but, 
on a subject so important, so remote, so generally 
enveloped in obscurity — when, also, the admission 
seems to be generally forgotten by historians when 
they come to speak of St. Patrick — it may be useful 
to add the following most striking arguments that 
bear upon the fact. Celestius, the celebrated follower 
of the arch-heretic Pelagius, was an Irishman ; (St. 
Jerome from Uss. Prim. 209,) and, before he adopted 
the Pelagian doctrines, and in the year 369, he ad- 
dressed three letters from the monastery of Tours, 
to his parents in Ireland, " in the form of little books, 
and full of such piety as to make them necessary to 
all who love God."* This implies the reception of 
Christianity in Ireland previously to the date of 
these epistles, or sixty-two years before the alleged 
arrival of St. Patrick. 

That it was flourishing in this island between these 
periods, appears from the testimony of St. Chrysos- 
tom, who, writing about the year 400, asserts thus : — 



* Moore's Hist, of Ireland, vol. 1, p. 2.0^— \Xv^^^ \N.Tfe\\\si 
'xpressions of Geunadias. 
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''Although thou shouldst go to the Ocean and those 
British Isles, thou shouldst hear all men eyerj where 
discoursing matters out of the Scriptures."* We may 
ascend yet nearer to the period of our Lord's ad- 
vent, resting still upon the authority of one of the 
fathers; for Tertullian, who flourished ahout the 
year 200, in his book, Adversus Judaeos, c. 7, asserts, 
that the parts of the British Isles which were nnap- 
proached by the Romans were yet subjected to Christ — ^ 
" Britannorum inaccessa Romanis loca Christo yer6 
subdita." 

Domestic authorities of great antiquity might be 
added to these. Historians, in speaking of King 
Cormac, who reigned in Munster about a.d. 254, 
say that, " by some writers it is alleged, that he was 
converted to Christianity some years before his death, 
being, it is added, the third person in Ireland who 
professed that faith before the coming of St. Patrick," 
(Moore's Hist. vol. 1, p. 132; M'Geoghegan, vol. 
1, p. 227, &c.) There are many other such testi- 
monies containing allegations or implications of the 
fact.f 

Notwithstanding these concessions, however, wc . 
find many of the writers that have been forced to 

* Opera, Ed. Sav. Tom. viii. p. 3 ; see also Tom. vi. p. 63^ 
and iii. 696. 

t We have accounts given of Christian saints bom '' 
Christian parents in Ireland, even in the second centr 
as of Saint Cataldus, bishop of Tarentum, (Primordia, 
&c.) and others. — See a curious extract, of uncertain 
/rom the Brehon Lawa, in Betham's Antiquarian ] 
yol I. p, 280. 
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make them« still pointing to St. Patrick, as to him 
who "introduced among them," the Irish, "the 
Christian doctrine." — (Moore, vol. I. p. 307.) Mr. 
Moore even adopts the popular saying, "that not 
to Palladius hut to Patrick did God grant the 
conversion of the Irish," (p. 210 ;) and Doctor Rock, 
the latest writer on the subject, speaking of him as an 
emissary from Rome, says, "that to a bishop of 
Rome was Pagan Ireland indebted, first, for her con- 
version to the Gk)spel, and afterwards for her hier- 
archy." 

Without attempting to reconcile these assertions 
with previous admissions,. I shall confine myself, at 
present, to that part of them that alludes to our pri- 
mitive hierarchy — »to the assertion that Palladius, and 
after him Patrick were appointed bishops to the 
Irish, by the Roman Pontiffs, " for the superinten- 
dence of their infant church." " Whatever preachers 
of the faith, foreign or native, may have appeared 
previously in Ireland, it seems certain," says Mr. 
Moore, " that, before this period, no hierarchy had 
been then instituted ; but that in Palladius, the Irish 
Christians saw their first bishop." — (History, vol. I. 
p. 209.) 

I shall encounter this erroneous assumption in all 
its parts ; and commence at once by striking at its 
root, and endeavouring to demonstrate, that our cele- 
brated apostle had never any connection, by comnnis- 
sion or otherwise, with the papal see. 

The tr^t of Irish character wTincTo. moiKvi^i^X.^ *\\&€s!l 
in apertinadoua abiding by ancient cnsX^xfts>«sA^ 
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fond loitering among the ruins of departed greatness^ 
arises from a development of the sentiment of vene- 
ration, which is possessed in a high degree hy the 
Okie natives of Ireland ; when combined with 
ideality, another prominent feature in their character, 
it forms that " sort of retrospective imagination which 
for ever yearns after the past,"* as Mr. Moore has 
happily expressed it, which is so common among them. 
These give to the phalanx of national prejudices so 
much depth, that whatsoever is intrenched behind it 
can scarce ever be dislodged, or brought to capitulate. 
What chance, therefore, of penetrating it, has an in- 
quiry into the reality of the History of St. Patrick, the 
genuineness of his imputed writing, the truth of his 
commission from Rome, or the discrepancy of his doc- 
trines from those of the Council of Trent ? The Mile- 
sian has too frequently prejudged these questions, and 
made up his mind about them ; nor is it likely to obtain 
a more candid hearing from the mere Anglo-Hibernian, 
who in general cares for none of these things. The ex- 
tremes, indeed, of nationality, and indifference of cre- 
dulity and scepticism, that have met in the discass^gn 
of these questions, and confused them by their ine- 
concilable contradictions, seem to have revolted many 
persons of inquiring and dispassionate minds ; and 
this is probably the chief cause why the study of 
Irish antiquities has not sufficiently established itsdf 
in popular favor, or been followed with the 
zeal in this country as similar pursuits have been 

* History of Ireland, vo\. 1. 1^. Tfia. 
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other civilized nations of Europe. The round towers 
and Brehon laws of Ireland ; her pure dialect of an 
original tongue, and very ancient manuscripts; her 
torques, and the other golden treasures of her bogs ; 
and, above all, her pure and primitive creed, and the 
true history of the actions and writings of her earliest 
teachers of revealed religion, are topics of exceeding 
interest in themselves, and capable of richly rewarding 
those who penetrate deeply into these mines of anti- 
quarian wealth — and, if the research be averted, it 
must be by some extrinsic cause. With respect to 
this last and most interesting subject, and that parti- 
cular portion of it which belongs to the life and works 
of St. Patrick, those who are most zealous for the 
reUgious character of the Isle of Saints will find, for 
every forgery and legend Ihat inquiring truth is con- 
strained to reject from the story of him whom Erin 
has delighted to honor as the first and principal 
among them, ample and just reason for bestowing on 
him double reverence ; and the right of the genuine 
Patrick to the title of a true apostle of the Gospel of 
Christ, will be the more firmly established, the more 
it is freely investigated, and candidly discussed. 

It would, however, be necessary to enter upon this 
inquiry with a very candid mind, unbiassed towards 
the support of any pre-conceived system ; and a firm 
judgment, that will not be perverted, by the audacity 
of extravagant assertion, from deciding calmly between 
opinions not only opposed but contradictory. Much 
that is truly recorded of this eminent ^eisoTi, -^V^a^^ 
memory baa been, embalmed by tt^iivtvoTL, ^\A ^^- 
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shrined in the hearts of our millions, is scoffingly 
impugned hj some of the hest instructed among oar 
gentry, and his existence has heen holdlj denied. 
"Even* the learned Dr. Lanigan," Mr. Petrie re- 
marks, " appears to have succumbed to the difficulties 
that presented themselves in the consideration of this 
question; for, though he has laboured with great 
ingenuity, and even with more professional zeal than 
he usually displays on other subjects, to place the 
life of St. Patrick on a solid foundation, he has not 
succeeded to such an extent as would satisfy a critical 
inquirer; and, indeed, the very tine of argument 
which he has chosen, has rather tended to involve the 
question in deeper obscurity." 

These difficulties have always existed; they en- 
tangled Ussher ; and, from his day even until now, 
they have formed a thicket around the apostle's story, 
both personal and national, through which no vista 
has ever yet been cleared. But it is not from Dr. 
Lanigan that we expect the accomptishment of sach a 
work : on the contrary, from his exercise upon the 
subject of "more professional zeal than he usually 
displays," he manifests that his system was precon- 
ceived ; and, doubtless, his judgment did by no means 
struggle against the boldness of extravagant assertion 
in the case ; on the contrary, he was so credulous of 
legends, and thus easily misled, that he readily got b»> 
wildered in the labyrinth through which. Dr. Led- 



* Essay on the History of Tara, Trans. R.I.A. vol. sftt. 
p. 89, 
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wicb^ with his scepticism, was labouring to force his 
way. 

These difficulties existed even in the seventh cen- 
tury. Aidus,* an Irish bishop, a.d. 698, within 
about 230 years of the alleged decease of St. Pa- 
trick, apologizes for the imperfection of his account 
of the apostle — " his knowledge being small ; his 
authors doubtful ; his memory treacherous ; and, 
what is the worst of all, the common tradition of the 
country having failed to support the story." Sus- 
(ncious circumstances these ! and calculated to justify 
the conjectures of some of our modern Antiquarians. 

. Sir William Betham has investigated this subject"^ 
with industry, and furnished us, in his Antiquarian 
Researches, with many useful hints. His theory is, 
" that the first apostle of Ireland, Patrick, introduced 
Christianity into Ireland centuries before the year 
430 ; and Palladius was truly sent to the Scots be- 
liering in Christ, a nation of Christians, where a 
Christian church had long flourished in apostoHc 
purity ; and Celestine, on the spread of the Pelagian 
heresy in the British islands, sent Palladius on a 
mission to eradicate that error" (p. 258). With re- 
gard to the appHcation of the name, he says, that the 
''Roman writers called many men Patrick, who, 
while living, never bore the name" (p. 215) ; and 
that it was a master-stroke of policy in Rome, *' to 
give to Palladius the name and character of Patri- 
cius ; and to obliterate the recollection of the latter, 

♦ Book of ArmsLgh — Betham's Antic^. Ue%., ^. ^^. 
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from the minds and attachments of the grateful and 
affectionate Irish, by giving his name to a phantom 
raised at the end of the sixth, or beginning of the 
seventh century— far Palladius or any of his succes- 
sors were not called Patrick, nor had the fraud been 
contemplated before that period." 

Mr. Petrie, in his History of Tara, has also anp- 
pUed us with some learned and valuable remarks 
respecting the individuality of St. Patrick ; and 
he concludes them with various inferences^ of 
which the following are important to the great ob- 
ject of this inquiry: — First — ^That there were, "at 
least, two teachers of Christianity in Ireland, popu- 
larly called Patrick ; namely. Sen- Patrick, and Pa- 
trick the Archbishop" — ^in this, with some excep- 
tion to the use of this title in such early ages, I en- 
tirely concur. Secondly — ^That the former, or old 
Patrick, flourished before Palladius ; " was the an- 
thor of the Confessio and the Irish Hymn ;" and died 
about the year 461, and was interred at Glastonbmy, 
''whither he had retired, as it would appear, pre- 
viously to the mission of the second Patrick." Tins 
is partly the fact : but it must be remembered, 
that the -author of the Confession could never have 
ended his days in Britain ; for the St. Patrid^ who 
wrote that interesting document, informs us, " that 
the Lord, when he commanded him to undertake Ui 
mission to the Irish, desired him to remain with \ 
during the residue of his hfe — esse cum iiUs i 
ip/a/is meip." This divine injunction he is j 
supposed to have strictly obeyed-, tma ckdl ^fibVit 
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mitted, without strong proof of the fact, that in di- 
rect opposition to it he retired to Glastonbury, and 
there died. A third conjecture of Mr. Petrie is, 
that this second Patrick " may have been no other 
than the Palladius of the Roman authorities, whose 
life is involved in an equal degree of mystery." 
This is, also, the opinion of Sir W. Betham. Mr. 
Petrie, in another passage of his essay, when com- 
menting upon a remarkable passage contained in the 
Book of Lecan, observes, that " it is of great impor- 
tance, as tending to indicate, that the acts of, at least, 
two distinguished preachers of Christianity in Ire- 
land may have been blended together ; and thus fur- 
nishing a sufficient explanation of the chronological 
and other contradictions in which the various Hves of 
our saints abound, and which, in consequence, may be 
regarded as the result of an anxiety, to ascribe the 
honour of the conversion of Ireland to a single indi- 
vidual." 

It is clearly dcducible from almost every authen- 
tic document, that the name Patricius is the iffnis 
fatuus which has led so many of our early writers 
into error ; and that, flickering here and there, and 
shining steadily nowhere, it has been successfully 
used, by the Romanists of the ninth, and subsequent 
centuries, to dazzle, to bewilder, and to mislead — 
to force upon the Irish the beUef that a Roman mis- 
sionary of that name was their great apostle. The 
first application and the meaning of this appellation 
are matters of much doubt — that it was confexi^d. qtl 
geveral individuala is unquestionable. SvtN^'^vk^^ 
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hypothesis is, that it was bestowed upon the first 
apostle of Ireland, some centuries before the arrival 
there of Palladius ; yet it is not quoted by St. Col- 
man in the discussion of Whitby, nor does it occur 
any where before the seventh century. The Roman- 
ists allege that the original name of St. Patrick was 
Suchat ; that he received that of Magonicus ^m St. 
Grermanus, Bbhop of Auxerre, in France ;'*' and, 
finally, that of Patricius, as some of them assert, 
from Pope Celestine. 

With respect to its meaning, some distinguished 
writersf have construed it to signify, "Pater d- 
vium" — "Sonat Patricius jam pater civium** — ^bnt 
this seems to be inappropriate to a spiritual father, 
and would be unintelhgible to Irish ears ; yet does 
Patrick, in his letter to Coroticus, allude to his flock 
by the use of this very municipal term of "dvibus 
meis." A signification more generally received is 
the following, that the name Patricius was conferred 
on the saint in reference to his rank, as being of the 
Patrician order. But is it rational to condude, or 
agreeable to any analogy, that one, whose memory an 
entire people desired especially to cherish and to 
perpetuate, should only be generally known and re- 
membered by a foreign sound, denoting merely a 
temporal rank in a remote place, with which they 
had then but the slightest, if any, connection 7— a 

• Uss. Prim., 841 ; War. Opusc. St. Patp., p. 96 ; D 
Rock, 3), 
t ViUanueva Opnscola S. Fatr.,]^ 17. 
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ide most probably never heard of by any of them 
ind, oertainly, as being unconnected with religion 
K>sse8sing none of those powerfid associations which 
reland appears to hare attached to it from an early 
leriod. Some other origin, therefore, must be attri- 
lated to this appellation ; although it must be allowed 
be just possible, that the name of Patricius be- 
onged to some rank or officer, and not to any indi- 
idualy if it be true that Palladius was also called by 
hat name. Tirechan, an ancient and accredited 
liograpber of Patrick, asserts that he was so, and 
kilgan and many others repeat it. 

At all events there can be no doubt that this 

ppeUation was, in very early days, bestowed upon 

iveral individuals of more or less note — "prceter 

illadium," says Colgan, ''qui et ipse Patricius 

pellatur, quatuor ad minus Patricii, qui sanctitatis 

ide in ELibemia floruerunt, a nostris Hagiographis 

ensentur." — We could enumerate six; the principal 

sons of note, however, were not so many. 

t is not necessary to dwell longer upon the diffi- 

es that exist in tracing the history of St. Patrick, 

delay the investigation of that one point respect- 

im that seems most capable of distinct proof — 

our apostle had no connection with Rome. 

has been said will prepare the mind for form- 

ust conclusion concerning it, by disencumbering 

!;ument that leads to it from extrinsic matter ; 

' opening the eyes of the reader to perceive 

;eniously modem Roman fiction has interwoven 

kh ancient Hibernian tiwt\\, wv^ \}!a\^% ^^xv- 
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cated a web of such doubtful hue, that it is imprac- 
ticable to decide whether the scarlet or green thread 
prevail, or where, or how they separate or blend. 
This confusion originates in an artful and bold misap- 
pUcation of a venerated name : and it is not the first 
instance of such an experiment having been made, 
and with success, by papal Rome ; for the stories of 
her original connection with St. Peter, and her sub- 
sequent one with St. Patrick, will be found, upon 
inquiry, to be erected upon bases equally unsubstan- 
tial, and similarly composed of fiction and of truth. 
It is a tradition, sanctioned by universal and con- 
tinued reception in Ireland — " semper, ubique, et ab 
omnibus," — and the truth of which is even realized by 
the halo of fable that surrounds it, that, at the latest, 
fourteen centuries ago, this island was blessed by the 
apostolic visit of a mysterious individual, whom we 
shall henceforth designate by the popular name of St. 
Patrick. The course of the following argument 
abounds with well-authenticated facts and references 
to ancient documents — for instance, the Book of Ar- 
magh, just quoted — ^which demonstrate his existence. 
It would be useless repetition to exhibit them here; 
but there is one testimony to it so striking and so 
obvious that if should not be withheld. It is the 
nomenclature stamped, a thousand years ago, upon 
cathedrals, abbeys, and churches throughout Ireland; 
and echoing, also, from every mountain and headlao^ 
within it, the name of St. Patrick, and also that dt 
St CoIumbkiUe, This testimony, afforded by 
ancient buildings, is equivalent to \)aaJL ^l m 



I 
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mental inscriptions, coeval with the time of their first 
receiving their name of dedicatiou; and it almost 
every where attests, that a tradition then prevailed of 
the previous existence of some great personages so 
denominated — some favourite apostles,. to whom Erin 
considered herself to he deeply indebted for inesti- 
mable spiritual benefits. 

Between the extremes of an absolute denial of the 
existence of St. Patrick, and an implicit faith in his 
l^iendary history, a safe and middle way may surely 
be traced; and, in following the truth, the most 
certain, though not the most obvious fact, is the fol- 
lowing, that: — 

St. Patrick was not commissioned or 
SENT from Rome, to preach the Gospel ; or 
to found, or confirm, a christian church in 
Ireland. 

This opinion* was for a long time holden in diffidence 
and in silence by those who ventured to entertain it ; 
because, perhaps, of the decided manner in which 
the contrary was asserted by the Romanists, and 
acquiesced in even by the celebrated Ussher. It has, 
however, of late years gained ground in the minds of 
Antiquarians ; Dr. Ledwich greatly retarded its general 

• It must be expected that this proposition will be very 
KTolting: to those who receive, as ar axiom, the following bold 
aasertion of Dr. Rock (Letter to Lord J. Manners, p. 34) : — 
" Indeed, St. Patrick's mission by Rome is so strongly borne 
Ottt by atf antiquity, that learned Irishmen, though Pro- 
testants, for very shame's sake, durst not ^Vmt W\<^\v ^^^^ \.^ 
K w deny it." 
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reception, by attempting to prove too maicb. The 
late Dr. Pbelan — ^in bis "Case of tbe Cbnrcb of 
Ireland,*' &c., by " Declan,*'— bas avoided bis ex- 
treme, and gone far in exbibiting tbe fallacy of the 
ai^uments apon wbieb tbe fact of tbis Roman 
Mission rests. But altbougb many give assent to 
tbe assertion, it is generally considered to be a trath 
incapable of direct proof, tbat St. Patrick was not sn 
emissary of tbe Romisb See ; it will, bowever^ appear 
tbat tbe ordinary rules of legal evidence enable us to 
establisb it by demonstration. In attempting this, 
we are, it is true, driven to maintain a negative posi- 
tion ; tbe difficulty of doing wbicb is obvious, it is not 
unlike tbat of defending a besieged and regular for- 
tress — tbe assailants may come with tbeir entire 
positive force upon what point tbey please; the 
besieged must spread tbeirs, to cover every portion of 
tbeir intrencbments. It would, indeed, at first view 
appear, tbat tbeir only strength would lie in tbe weak- 
ness of tbe assault — ^and our only resource, to rebut the 
positive allegations of tbe other side, by showing the 
want of credibility in the witnesses. But we are not 
limited to tbis — it is acknowledged as a rule of law,* 
tbat "a well-supported and consistent body of circum- 
stantial evidence is sometimes strmiger than even 
direct evidence of a fact ; i. e,, the degree of uncer- 
tainty arising from a doubt as to tbe credibility of 
direct witnesses, may exceed tbat wbicb arises upon 
tbe question, whether a proi)er inference has been 

♦ Starkie's E^id. vo\. 1. p. 4%. 
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made from facts well ascertained." This goes upon 
the principle, that the direct testimony of a few 
witnesses is more likely to he false, than that a 
consistent body of circumstances, each of them estab- 
lished by undeniable proof, is Ukely to be fabricated. 
Let us apply this principle to the question before us — 
it is one to which the principle is remarkably appro- 
priate. 

The body of circumstances which I would most 
confidently bring forward to disprove the fact alleged, 
of St. Patrick's connection with Rome, may all be 
brought under the arrangement of one head — ^the 
perfect, unanimous, and imdoubted silence upon the 
subject, for full four centuries after the arrival of St. 
Patrick, of all the writers and documents, to whom 
and to which we would naturally turn for information 
respecting it ; and again, the direct evidence of the 
modem witnesses who have pressed in to prove it, 
and whose credibility I would now impugn, I would 
yet further invalidate, by exhibiting their variance 
and inconsistency. 

The argument of silence relied on in this case is 
peculiarly strong ; it is the perfect silence of all cotem- 
porary writers, and of others living near the times in 
question; persons who would not have forborne to 
mention the fact alleged if it were really the truth, but 
were under every possible inducement to enhance 
it, and even temptation to invent it. This silence 
is, as I have said, universal, comprehending also 
that of Bt Patrick ; and maintained £ot io\« \i\s5!l- 
dred fears from the period of his aWeged ex^aX-eacfc-, 

c 
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we shall commence with the silence of St. Patrick, 
himself. 

It is not at present necessary to enter into the 
inquiry, whether the writings attributed to our apostle 
be genuine or not ; for all of them that are not deci- 
dedly spurious^ bear on them the following stamp, 
and are rendered current by this indorsement — that 
they have been considered authentic by Romanists — 
that they have been preserved, and presented to us by 
them ; and that they existed with them in manuscript 
long before the reformation in religion, and so 
could not have been forged or interpolated by Protes- 
tants to suit any of their pecuhar opinions. They are 
therefore documents produced and rehed on by the 
Romanists themselves, and borrowed by us from 
among their own most venerated records. If, then, 
in these works thus circumstanced, there be not any, 
the most distant allusion to Rome, or to the Papal 
See, as the source of Patrick's missiiHi to this island; 
if her name be scarcely mentioned in them^ and be 
quite omitted from the Confession, or his letter to the 
Irish — if, I repeat it, in this, the most genuine and 
detailed, as well as interesting of all these documents, 
not one word savouring of papal origin, or papal autho- 
rity, or papal doctrines, or even the pope himself 
occur, where the subject would naturally induce the 
continued mention of some, or all of these, were the 
writer connected with Rome, we must arrive at the 
unavoidable conclusion from the author's silence ou 
these points, that they did not exist as facts to be 
I alluded to, or recorded. 



ST. PATRICK NOT FROM ROME. 19 

In the first place, St. Patrick, in this letter, details 
▼ery fully his motiyes for undertaking his visit to 
Ireland, but without the slightest reference to Rome 
or her bishops as their source. He tells us that he 
is **bound by the spirit." — "It was not myself, but the 
Lord Christ that commanded me to come hither, and 
also* to remain here during the rest of my life." ** Et 
non ego, sed Christus Dominus, qui me imperavit ut 
venirem ;** and " esse cum illis residuum aetatis meee." 
Nor does he in the least allude to the motive of extir- 
pating heresy in Ireland, or to any commission given 
to him for that purpose by the Pope, such as has 
been found out for him by some of his biographers. ' 
Again, he urges his doctrines with authority, but it 
is never papal or human, it is that of the Holy Scrip- 
tures alone ; and this he always enforces upon every 
t<^e with strength and reverence, as if the slightest 
tenet that he imposes as Christian, is to be received 
under the impress of the Holy Spirit only, and on the 
sole obligation of obedience to God's word. The ver- 
sion of the Bible that he makes use of is not that of 
Jerome, which at that period was the authorised one 
of Rome ; and the books which he quotes as inspired 
are, some of them, not in the canon sanctioned by 
Aat &iher, and at that time received by the Holy 
See. With respect to his teaching, there is not one 
word in his confession, I might add, in his accredited 
writings, by which any of the peculiar doctrines of 
tlie Romish Church are in the slightest degree incul- 
cated. Some of these, no doubt, N^ei^ wQVVft.\>a»\.^ai^ 
mfeated; hut the writings of St. YaXxu^i %x^ ^xCCvc^x 
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clear of any connection whatsoever with those that were 
even then insinuating themselves among the tenets 
of the Primitive Christian Church. So that if Patrick 
were a missionary from Rome, he was either, as the 
writer of those documents, a most faithless and un- 
grateful emissary ; or they are erroneously attributed 
to him — and whosoever believes him to have been true 
to his commission, and to be truly their author, must 
beUeve that he received that commission, not from any 
Pope, but from the great head of the Church ; as 
indeed the Apostle himself has declared it. 

There is but one way of meeting this ailment, and 
that is, by alleging that the papal tenets were, at that 
time, free from the errors of the Council of Trent ; 
and that they really were such as Patrick taught, and 
modem Protestants maintain. My Romanist antar 
gonists may resort to this argument if they please. 
^ I have said that there is not a trace of the pecu- 
liarities of modern Romanism in the confession, unless 
we reckon among them a tendency to enlarge upon 
miraculous interferences of God. But, besides 
that superstition of this kind was universal in that 
age, it might very well consist with the rejection of a 
Roman Catholic creed ; and, indeed, we &id St. Col- 
man, in his contest with Wilfred, resting the pnx^of . 
Columba's high authority and holiness on this — Ibat 
<' God hath conBrmed it with miracles." The instaneei 
also in the confession are, in fact, not veryextraordmuy ; 
andnoneofthem,likethoseofmodemlegends,revQltiir 
But the point which I would especially urge, as affiivdi 
the strongest possible argument, at oneftmte^ toC i 
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authenticity and antiquity of this Epistle, and of the 
truth of the assertion that St. Patrick was not con- 
nected with Rome, is the perfect freedom that it ex- 
hibits of any mention of the Virgin or Saints, their 
merits or intercession. This is, indeed, particularly 
remarkable — prayer, advocacy, intercession, abound 
in this interesting document ; but ^'Dominus advocatus 
est noster," and " ipse postulat pro nobis," is exclu- 
sively the tenor of the Epistle. " I was," says the 
writer, ** frequent in prayer ; and the love and fear of 
God increased more and more, and faith increased, 
and the Spirit. I remained even in the woods, and 
in the mountain, and rose before dawn to prayer, in 
snow, or frost, or rain — and felt no evil ; nor was 
there any sloth in me, because that then the Spirit 
burned within me /" Yet, with such an opportunity 
to honor them, he does not ever mention any of the 
great advocates or intercessors, that are nowinseparable 
from an orthodox Romanist prayer. The fact, in the 
first instance, demonstrates the document to be genu- 
ine; for it is impossible that one so deficient in Romanist 
frdth could have been fabricated by the true sons of 
the Church, who have been its guardians from the 
b^inning; it also shows it to be ancient, and antecedent 
to the encroachments of papal corruptions : and it is 
decisive to prove, either that St. Patrick did not im- 
bibe his rehgious tenets at Rome ; or that, if he did, 
the doctrines inculcated in his day were essentially 
different from the following, now taught by the Cate- 
diism of the Council of Trent ; — " 1\\«X iVv^ ^^\iV.^ 
who reiga together with Christ axe to \>^ N^XkSt^V^^ ^si^ 
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invoked" — "Sanctos uni cum Christo regnantes, 
venerandos atque iuYOcandos esse." 

The Roman Catholic writers, indeed, are fiilly 
aware of the value of this mode of reasoning ; and, 
conscious of the argument that St. Patrick's silence 
would, in this instance, afford against their practices, 
have sifted this epistle, in the hope of discovering some- 
thing that would favour their predilections. Even 
the more ingenuous Dr. Lanigan is led hj his zeal to 
produce from it a sentence, where St. Patrick calls 
upon Elias, as a proof that he thought the invocation 
of saints hoth " commendable and salutary." (Eccl. 
Hist. vol. 1, p. 15L) The passage translated is 
thus : — after telling us that he was greatly tempted in 
his sleep, subsequent to long fasting, and that he felt all 
his strength removed, and that it was as if an immense 
rock had fallen upon him, he says — " But how it 
happened I know not, that I should invoke Elias. 
And I saw the sun rise in the heavens ; and, whilst 
I exclaimed Elias, Elias! with all my strength, 
behold the splendor of that sun ; and immediately 
it struck off from me all weight. And I believe my- 
self assisted by my Christ, and that his spirit even 
then importuned for me. And I hope that it will be 
thus in the day of my distress, as the Lord bears 
witness in his Gospel." The passage is interesting ; 
but I marvel that Dr. Lanigan should construe it 
into the approval of a practice, as " commendable 
and salutary," which it declares to have been the 
temptation of Satan, and, as it were, XksA effect of an 
unwholesome dream ; especialiy aalYie^a^X. %S(Xx&vQ&unk . 
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the relief that he experienced to the sole advocacy of 
Christ, and of that Spirit which " maketh intercession 
for OS with groanings which cannot be uttered." It 
would appear that St. Patrick in this passage had 
in view the following text in Mark, xv. 34, 35, 
where our Lord, in his great suffering, exclaims, 
*' Eloi, Eloi, lama sabacthani !" and that Dr. Lanigan 
has fallen into the same error as some of the Jews, 
who said upon that occasion — "Behold, he calleth 
Elias." At the close of this epistle there is a pas- 
sage that seems to advert to this event, and affords 
some illustration of its meaning. In alluding to the 
son, an object of worship among the Pagan Irish, he 
says — "Nam sol iste quem vidimus, illo jubente, 
propter nos quotidie oritur, sed numquam regnabit," 
&c. ** nos autem credimus et adoramus solem verum 
Christum/' &c. It appears then to me, that the entire 
transaction admits of this obvious solution. The 
apostle, while greatly exhausted by fasting, and excited 
by the horrid superstitions of the Irish in their ado- 
ration of the sun, (Baal, or tfKios in the Greek), falls 
into a disturbed sleep, and is assaulted by the temp- 
tations of Satan in his dreams. He imagines that 
he invokes the God of the Pagan Irish ; and, awaken- 
ii^ in all the horrors of such idolatry, he is fully re- 
lieved by the instantaneous rising of Christ, "the 
tnie sun," upon his soul. All this is perfectly na- 
tural. This instance proves the readiness of the 
Roman Cathohc advocate to avail himself of any, the 
lemsty assimilation to Romanist doctrixke%, \.Va1 \ci\^\. 
'in tbia epistle; while it eihi\>\t& \io^ ^^^cJOc^ 
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^exempt it is from any such interpolation ; since » 
much is attempted to be made of so small a mattei 
as this, and his professional zeal has led him U 
draw a concli\sion so illogical in all its parts. 

There is another instance of a material perversion o: 
the words of St. Patrick, by a Romanist writer — it ii 
where Doctor Rock has gone so far as to assert, tha^ 
*' the groundwork of belief laid down among the Irisl 
by St. Patrick, was the headship and supremacy oi 
the Roman See ; and thence is it that the same blessec 
man, in his letter to Coroticus, hails the Romani 
with the epithet of holy." 

It has been asserted that St. Patrick, in such oi 
his writings as appear to be genuine, has made nc 
allusion to Rome, as connected with his mission and 
his doctrines ; but since the mere mention of the 
name is thus readily construed to be an evidence of 
connection with her communion, nay, of acquiescence 
in her usurped authority, it will be necessary to ex- 
amine the passages in the letter to Coroticus, in which 
that mention does occur ; especially as they not onlji 
warrant us in drawing a conclusion entirely different 
from that above-mentioned, but exhibit a view of cir- 
cumstances in our church, such as it flourished in the 
time of St. Patrick, that demonstrate, beyond a possi- 
bility of doubt, if the epistle be genuine, its inde- 
pendent existence. 

St. Patrick is addressing the pirate Coroticus oo 

behalf of his Christian captives — " Consuetodo^" hr 

saj^s, *'Bonuinorum et Gallorum Ckriatianorum-^vaSi 

tunt viroa idoneoa ad Francos et esJleitA ^geoSie^ on 
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tot mil. solidorum, ad redimendos captivos baptiza-^ 
tos !" "It is the custom of the Roman and Galilean 
Christians, to send fit persons to the Franks and 
foreign nations, with money to redeem baptized cap- 
tives." From this interesting passage it is manifest 
that, at the time of writing this epistle, there were 
Christians in Ireland, so many in number, so truly 
Catholic in spirit, so competent in means, so pos- 
sessed of opportunity and power, that they were in 
the habit of sending their silver coin in thousands, 
to redeem from captivity in foreign lands, their bap- 
tized brethren that had fallen into the hands of 
pirates.* It is clear also that these Christians were 
divided into two distinct communities, or sects, or 
churches, of which the Roman was one, and the 
Grallicau the other. The fact cannot be denied, unless 
we reject the document that testifies to it, as being 
spurioos, or interpolated. But, as to this point, 
although the genuineness of the epistle to Coroticus 
does not rest upon the same strong foundation as that 
of the Confession, (since, for instance, it is not to 
be found with this letter in the Book of Armagh,) 
yet it is tolerably well authenticated, and savors 
throughout of great antiquity ; and, as I have more 
than once observed of all the works attributed to St. 



• The words of this letter are remarkable — **Tu toties iii- 
terficiB et vendis illos genti exterse ignorant! Deum ;'* and, 
again, ** Ibi yenamdati ingenui homines Christiani in scrvitu- 
(em redact! sunt, presertim indlgnissimorum pessimorum apos- 
tatonunqoe Pictonun." This Coroticus is coh^^qXmx^^ \.vv W«% 
tees Csradoc of Wales, 
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Patrick, it has been preserved by Romanists, and bf I 
them transmitted to us from the remotest ages, with 
their broad seal of approbation annexed. Its oontenU 
therefore are conclusive against them. 

There is another passage in this epistle that makes 
mention of Rome — its meaning cannot be mistaken, 
if we bring to illustrate it the sentences which have 
just now been noticed. St. Patrick, in stating the 
occasion of his writing this letter, says — " Et mano 
me& scripsi atque condidi verba ista, danda ac tn- 
denda militibus mittanda Corotici ; non dico civibns 
meis atque civibus sanctorum Romanorum, sed civibns 
doemoniorum, ob mala opera ipsorum," &c. " These 
words have I written, I do not say to my people or 
those of the holy Romans," &c. Now this passage, 
in whatever sense it be taken, distinctly corroborates 
the fact which the former sentence establishes, vix. : 
that there were two communities existing in Ireland 
at the period when Patrick wrote ; while it goes still 
further to demonstrate, that the Roman was not that 
which he appropriated to himself. If, therefore, he 
calls these latter koli/, it cannot be deduced firom 
thence, that he acknowledges the supremacy of their 
head ; on the contrary, if he be supposed to use the 
term " civibus" in reference to a religious community, 
the other, to wit, the Gallican (Gallorum), he claims to 
be his — " civibus meis.'* It is not clear in what 
senss the apostle uses the word " civis" — ^it is mani- 
festly not in a municipal one, and perhaps the term 
"people" will express it best. TVioae 'wlao deivre the 
name of Patricias thus — ** Souat PattvcwJA '^m^^afija 
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civium" — ^had the pastoral character of Patrick in view 
in the apphcation of the name. He employs the epithet 
*' sanctorum" to denote the Christian character of the 
baptized who were on the side of Christ, in opposition 
to the demoniacal one of the apostate soldiers of Co- 
roticus — and it is most probable, that in using that of 
" Romanorum," he alluded to a people the inhabi- 
tants of Britain, simply as such, and without any 
reference to the Romish See. Archbishop Ussher, in 
his Primordia, (p. 409,) informs us thus — " Britannia 
olim Romana insula (ut cam Tocat Prosper) ha- 
bebator; atque ita Romanum nomen tenebat, tes- 
tante Gildd, ut non Britannia sed Romania cense- 
retur.U Britain, as a Roman island, was formerly 
called Romania — appealing to the ancient testimony 
of Gildas. This apphcation of the epithet Roman, 
it must be remarked, bears reference, not to the 
see but to the empire of Rome. Be this as it 
may, the simple and obvious meaning of Patrick, in 
the paragraph under consideration, is this — that his 
letter is addressed to the unhallowed soldiers of Coro- 
tieos, some of whom were apostates both of the 
Picts and Scots, and not to his faithful people at 
homey or to the Roman Christians : but whether these 
Christians were Romans of the empire or of the see is 
immaterial to the argument ; for, as I have before 
remarked, he makes his party with the other, orGalli- 
can community. 

The fact here revealed, of the existence at the time 
of St. Patrick, of two Christian communities in. Ite- 
had, the GaUicui and the Roman, (^t\^^^ ^\st«&5^ 
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of the ancient Britons of the Roman empire,) rec 
further warrant from a canon of St. Patrick's 
33rd,) that "a clergyman who comes over to us 
Britain without a letter, shall not exercise his minis 
The absence of any hue of later Romanist- 
trine, or of any mention of Roman connection, : 
markable in the other supposed genuine works o 
Patrick ; but, as none of these possess the auth 
and uninterpolated character of the Confession, 1 
notice only one other of them here, and that is a 
brated rehc-^a hymn that is attributed to our S 
It is preserved among the MSS. of Archbi 
Ussher, in the Hbrary of the Dublin University ; 
all the truths or legends that exist connected wi 
have been given to the pubhc, in Mr. Petrie's ac< 
of Tara before mentioned (Trans. R. I. A. vol. j 
It is there presented entire to the reader. The ori 
MS. is of the most undoubted antiquity ; and I 
sider the hymn itself more likely to be autb 
than any other of the existing works of St. Pal 
his Confession excepted. It also is free from 
taint of modem and peculiar Romanism ; and tl 
manifests in a very remarkable prayer, with whi 
concludes, and which is far too interesting to a 
viate much. It is as follows : — " May Christ be 
me, Christ before me, Christ after me, Christ in 
and so on. " May Christ be in the heart of < 
person to whom I may speak, Christ in the m 
of every one that may speak to me, Christ in < 
ej^e that may see me, Christ in every ear that 
Jbear me. At Temor," (Tara) " tioia iaj IVssnM 
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ilmighty power of the Trinity. I believe in the 
Trinity, under the unity of the God of elements." 
So far in Irish ; it concludes in Latin thus : '' Domini 
ist salus, Domini est salus, Chris ti est salus. Salus 
:aa, Domine, sit semper nobiscum." 

Such is the primitive purity of expression, and of 
expressive silence also, that distinguish the works of 
St. Patrick ; writings, whose authenticity it is not 
for us to question — documents, which, <' I must again 
repeat it," we could not have fabricated or falsified, 
and to which Protestants could never have given 
either origin or authority. 

We now proceed to consider what Dr. Phelan has 
called the " ominous silence" of the venerable Bede. 
This celebrated writer, whose credibility is especially 
relied on by Romanists, was zealous, almost to bigotry, 
for the spread of the Papal authority ; in fact, a fa- 
vorite object of all his writings is the exaltation of 
Borne ; yet he also is silent as to the Roman mission 
of Patrick — ^nor does he onee record his name in his 
Eodesiastical History, not even in that part of it — the 
third book — which is almost entirely dedicated to the 
history of theancient Irish church. Bede wrote his book 
within less than three centuries from the period of 
St. Patrick's arrival in Ireland ; he could not have been 
ignorant of the origin of his mission; and it was 
impossible for him, if it could have been traced to 
Rome, to have omitted the mention of the fact, where he 
details the history of that celebrated Synod of Wliitby, 
that was holden a.d. 664, to settle some matters of 
di^mte between the Irish and Anglo-^BSLotL ^w\<^^<^« 
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I shall greatly enlarge upon this most important part 
of Bede's history, when I come to treat of the eastern 
origin of our national Church, upon which questioB 
it particularly bears ; and merely state here, that the 
entire of the reasoning at this Synod was based upon 
the ancient authorities that existed, to recommend the 
different and inconsistent customs for which the ad- 
verse parties contended. In quoting these, St. Cohnan 
adduces the practice of St. Columba, as of a great ftther 
of the Irish Church, and traces it through him to the 
evangelist, St. John — ^but he does not even mention 
St. Patrick's name. Wilfred, on the other hand, 
brings up his customs to the authority of Rome, and 
claims for St. Peter a higher commission from his 
Divine Master. If he could, with truth, have put 
forward the teaching of St. Patrick as of an ancient 
emissary from Rome, and the most orthodox apostle 
of the Irish ; could he have thus established a link 
between his opponent and that See, he, doubtless^ 
would have done so — in faict, it would have neutralised 
all the argument of St. Colman, and at once determined 
the question in dispute between them. Yet Wilfred 
is silent ; and never once makes mention of either 
St. Patrick's commission, or his name. Still Airther, 
the excuse which he makes for the Irish, whose in«- 
gularities he is \iilling to indulge in consideration rf 
their ignorance, demonstrates that no such Rqdmd 
teacher as Patrick had been among them. He had 
just spoken of Columba with an indifiEerenoe bordoBf 
on contempt ; but, relaxing somewhat of his stemnM 
he apologises for him and \na i^Akraien l2ta9Q&\— *« 
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ching your Columba, &c., neither do I think that 
ir manner of their observation of Easter (the princi- 

subject of contest at the Synod) could be much pre- 
idal against them, as long as they had yet * received 

instructions to the contrary ; but rather verily 
ipose, seeing such commandments of God as they 
jw they willmgly performed, they also would have 
iformed to the Cathohc judgment, if they had been 
informed y 

[t will perhaps be said, that Wilfred of course 
ttained from referring to St. Patrick, because that 
had been the person that brought into Ireland the 
y practice respecting Easter that he contended 
linst ; ** for," say the advocates for Roman connec- 
Q, "when St. Patrick came on his mission to Ireland, 
introduced the same method of Paschal computa- 
Q which was then taught at Rome ;*' and which, 
>ugh afterwards changed by the Romans, remained 
U unaltered by the Irish, who pertinaciously abided 

it, because it was taught to them by their great 
38tle. (Moore's Hist., v. 1, p. 268.) But this is a 
ituitous assumption, and in all its parts directly 
posed to the fact. In the first instance it is silenced 
the assertion of St. Colman who declares, that the 
ison why they so pertinaciously abided by their cus- 
n was, because they had received it, not from Rome 
"ough Patrick, but through Columba from St. John. 

' Bede Eccl. Hist. Lib. 3 c. 25, Stapleton's translation. The 
iMge is stronger in the original — " Quamdia nullus ad- 
erai qui eis instituti perfectioris decreta qaem %e<\v\et«Tv\.wx 
enderet." 
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Again, if St. Patrick had indeed brought the Paschal 
time from Rome, it must have been that which was 
used there a.d. 432 ; and that is the very time which 
Wilfred recommended, and not that against which he 
contended ; for the Roman church had, ever since the 
Council of Nice, a.d. 325, adopted that time for 
the celebration of the feast which the Roman advocate 
argued for, and which is now in general use throughout 
Christendom. 

So far respecting the proper day for the celebra- 
tion of Easter. We shall soon see that the cycle also 
for computing it, used by the Irish, was not given to 
them by St. Patifek. We shall resume the subject 
of this controversy ; and, for the present, be contented 
with producing this silence of Colman, and of Wil- 
fred, united with that of Bede throughout all his his- 
tory, as " a proper inference from facts well ascer- 
tained," that St. Patrick was not known, at the pe- 
riods when Wilfred argued and Bede reported, as an 
emissary to Ireland from Rome. Already may we 
place it in advantageous contrast, according to our 
assumed principle of evidence, with the " uncertainty 
arising from a doubt as to the credibility of the direct 
witnesses;" when we perceive such intelligent histo- 
rians as Dr. Lanigan and Mr. Moore, misled by these 
into the confident promulgation of systems, that are 
totally at variance with the accounts of the best 
Romanist historians, the facts as evidenced by the 
decrees of councils, and the well-known course of 
events recorded in Papal history. 
But if corroboration of any of tlie^e cacaxxAXxccisK!^ 
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or of the reasoning from them, be required, we pos- 
sess it in the celebrated letter of Cummianus junior. 
This intelhgent epistle was addressed, about a.d. 630, 
to Segienus,the then abbot of lona, with the view of ex- 
hibiting to him the error in which the Scots continued 
while they abided by their ancient mode of celebrating 
Easter. He mentions St. Patrick in connection with 
this great question, not at all as the introducer of the 
days to which they obstinately adhered, on that head 
he is silent, but as the teacher of a cycle which they 
actually rejected. He mentions him, indeed, but not 
as having been in any way connected with Rome. 
Although he honours him vnth theepithet "Papa" — a 
title then given universally to the clergy of episcopal 
rank — he shows that his paternal teachings were en- 
tirely neglected, not ** pertinaciously adhered to;" 
and, by his no less ominous silence respecting the 
saint's Papal mission, he affords us a link in the 
chain of circumstantial evidence which brings us still 
nearer to Patrick's time. This silence, also, of Cum- 
mian is a circumstance still more remarkable than 
that of Colman, or of Wilfred, or of Bede. His 
letter details, with great minuteness, the process by 
which the southern Scots had obtained their convic- 
tions, and had been induced to receive the paschal 
computation of Christendom. It was the result of a 
journey to Rome ; where their deputation, having ob- 
served the agreement of the universal church in the 
new method proposed, recommended it to their con- 
stituents, who forthwith adopted it. It \% mtsxvY^^i'sX 
that, had they valued it for Patrick's sake, ^Vo/vsv \X\^ 
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veiy same letter is noticed as the promulgator of a 
rejected cycle in Ireland, and had this yalae been 
enhanced by his having imported it from Bom^ the 
fact must have come out in some way or other. If 
Rome had been either his spiritual birth-place» or the 
cradle of the ancient Irish, we cannot imagine how it 
could have remained, under the circumstances of ihe 
case, entirely unnoticed. 

To these instances of silence we have yet to add 
others that are equally remarkable — to wit, that of SU 
Columbanus, who flourished still nearer than St. Cum- 
mian to the apostle's time ; and of Prosper, who was 
actually his contemporary, and who, also, has 
omitted from his chronicle even the mention of his 
name. Columbanus writes to the Pope Gregory I. 
to assert his rights, and protect his church from being 
interfered with, by the Pontifl^ and his clergy, in their 
mode of celebrating Easter. Had Patrick been what 
the Romanists contend for, precisely the same reasons 
exist for Columbanus to have quoted him as there 
were in the case of Wilfred ; yet he, too, does not 
even record his name. The same deductions may, 
therefore, be here made from this fact of silence, as 
are drawn from that of Wilfred, only more condn- 
sively, as the letter of Columbanus is 60 years more 
ancient than the synod of Whitby ; and, (which la of 
still more importance), Columbanus was an Iiiak* 
man, and, of course, better acquainted than WiUni 
with the history and traditions of the Irish chmdi* 
He is also the ancient writer, of all others, that gOM 
nearest to connect Ireland with '6U>\n&. Bia obnBft 
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therefore, respecting St. Patrick is especially ominous, 
" The importance of the mission by Prosper/* says 
Dr. Phelan (Dedan, p. 63, and seq.), " will at once 
be perceived from the following considerations — 
Prosper was the friend, the counsellor, the panegy- 
rist of Pope Celestine. By his advice, Celestine, in 
the year 431, sent a Roman bishop, named Palladius, 
to some societies of Christians that had settled in 
Ireland." Dr. Phelan then mentions the failure and 
death of Palladius in January, 432, the asserted 
new commission from Celestine to Patrick, and the 
Pope's subsequent death in 432. " Now, Prosper," 
he proceeds to observe, "published his Chronicle 
many years after.* He was disposed to do full jus- 
tice to the spiritual achievements of the deceased 
Pontiff, yet he does not mention Patrick. Palladius 
came to Ireland, staid a few weeks, built three 
chapels, and ran away ; but, because Palladius was 
sent by Celestine, Prosper has commemorated the 
brief and ignoble effort. On the other hand, when 
Prosper published the last edition of his Chronicle, 
Patrick had been 23 years in Ireland, and his minis- 
try had been blessed with the most signal success. 
Why, then, does he not mention Patrick V* In fine, 
although these many instances of silence are insuf- 
ficient as proofs of his non-existence, when weighed 
against the authorities that demonstrate the contrary, 
they unite, doubtless, as a decisive circumstance to 

♦ 27ue alladea to the year of the pubWcatVoii o^ V\ift \asX 
ed/tfoD of the third of hia Chronicles. *' Ptoftp^T y*to\.^ 
fs hook in 433.'*-^J)eclan, 65. 
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prove that he was not known as a Boman misskmer 
to Bede, the faithful chronicler of the Irish chnrdi, 
as well as of Papal missionary zeal, in 730 — ^to Com- 
mi an IIS and to Columhanus, whose n^lect to notice 
him as such, aboTc a century earlier, could not have 
been the result of mere carelessness — or to Prosper, 
iiis contemporary, who would have gladly recorded 
any connection between so renowned and prosperous 
an agent, and the patron whom he songht to exalt. 
F should also add, that, in the hymn of St. Fiech, 
written about the year 700, in which a short account is 
i^iven of Patrick's early connections with Italy and the 
(Continent, there is not one word of Rome, or the 
sli^rhtest allusion to his mission thence or ordina- 
tion there. Let this matter be now referred to the de- 
cision of common sense. Surely it would be scarce pos- 
sible to omit all mention of Luther in an Ecclesiastical 
History of Germany, even if it were to be now, for 
the first time, penned — still less, in letters written but 
one hundred years after his death, on the general in- 
terests of its church and her schisms — least of all, 
in tlie work of a cotemporary annalist, and partisan 
of iiis doctrines. Could it be a possible thing that 
he should begin to be noticed as a Reformer adj 
now, for the first time, at this distance of three een* 
turies from the period in wliich he signalized him- 
self? 

W(! can have very little doubt as to the veidirt 

which the common sense of mankind, under the d]IC^ 

t/on of the niles of evidence, "woxAd afford us on thii 

pnrt o/* the case; and, even vj^Tft\t.t^erc^ *diil^>* 
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he arbitration of Dr. Lanigan, we should expect 
rom his justice a favourable decision also. In writ- 
ng of the journey which St. Patrick is said, by some 
if his biographers, to have made to Rome, imme- 
liately on the death of Palladius, he says — (c. vii. s. 
10. Note. 4.) "It is strange, that the BoUandists have 
idmitted this pretended journey of Patrick to Rome; 
hey might have observed, that, had it taken 'place, 
t would have been mentioned in some of the Roman 
>r other documents of the day : '* by a parity of reason, 
he Romanist historian must admit — in the case of the 
iqually pretended journey of Patrick Jrom Rome — 
hat, " had it taken place, it would have been men- 
ioned in some of the Roman or other documents of 
he day." 

This remarkable silence, so universal among the 
Soman documents and historians, must, therefore, be 
idmitted as conclusive. It was first relied on by 
Doctor Ryves, judge of the Prerogative court in Ire- 
and'; he, in a course of judicial inquiry, suggested 
kmbts to Primate Ussher respecting even the exist- 
!iioe of St. Patrick, and rested much upon that of 
Platina, who, in his life of Pope Celestine, makes no 
nention whatsoever of his name. Ussher thought 
mt little of the instance, as Platina is an author of 
Ate date — '*The objection," he says, ''would be far 
nore specious, if it were from the silence of Bede.'* 
>octor Ryves, however, went too far in denying the 
vcutenee of our saint upon the evidence of silence, 
for it does not warrant that conclusion, since, respect- 
ing this pojDt, it is not uniyersal ; but \t jvvsXa&k^^ «sw^ 
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even compels us to this reasonable deduction, that 
the saint had no connection with Rome. Every 
existing document previous to the ninth century — 
historical, biographical — BuU, Epistle, or other 
record, foreign or domestic,* — ^unite in forming this 
gjreat body of negative testimony, which, in the pauses 
of Milesian and Romanist zeal, speaks irresistibly 
with the still small voice of truth. 

The conclusion, therefore, '' that St. Patrick was 
not commissioned or sent from Rome to preach the 
Gospel, or to found or confirm a christian church in 
Ireland," must be admitted to be " a proper inference 
from facts well ascertained** — " a well supported and 
consistent body of circumstantial evidence" — esta- 
blishing, at the least, a primd facte case so strong, 
as to require very decided evidence to rebut it or 
bring it into doubt. But, to make it more perfect, 
we shall sift that contrary evidence, and exhibit the 
*' uncertainty, arising from a doubt as to the credibi- 
lity of the direct witnesses," that it affords. 

In the first instance it is most important to ob- 
serve, that the result of all that has been hitherto 
said must be, to prepare a fatal objection to the 
entire body of adverse testimony ; for, if the total 



* The first writer that makes any mention of St. Patrick •■ 
connected with Rome is Nennius, an historian who flooriibed 
about the year 858, (vide Ledwich, 67 ;) this is distant mora 
than four centuries from a. d. 432, the alleged d«te of the 
apostle's arrival in this island. The next is Probus of the 
ninth century, a biographer of that saint ; others are eniiiae 

rated by Doctor Bock, (p. 2Ai) iv\io labours to enhance tiMir 

estlmonjr. 
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silence of four centuries respecting the Roman con- 
nection of St. Patrick be cleariy proved, it follows 
that all the evidence of a later period that can be ad- 
duced to demonstrate it, must be of a secondary 
nature — mere hearsay — and such also as, passing 
through the darkest ages, must be considered to be 
utterly valueless as tradition. * We have seen that- 
Aidus, in the year 698, complains of the contradic- 
tions of the existing traditions ; and, in truth, the 
notorious fallacies with which the early legends of the 
Romish Patrick abound, and the strong motive that 
existed among their fabricators to propagate an inven- 
tion which did such honour to their great idol, the 
Papal church, reduce their hearsay evidence to the 
lowest possible grade, and make it impossible to 
distinguish the fabulous from the true in their testi- 
mony. The consequence has been the greatest in- 
eonsistency, contradiction, and ambiguity, in the more^ 
modem followers of these blind leaders. 

The story most generally acquiesced in by ancient 
writers is, that St. Patrick was by birth a Briton ; 
was first a pupil of his uncle, St. Martin of Tours, 
and then studied for eighteen years with Germanus, 
Bishop of Auxerre ; that by him he was sent to 
Rome* and was ordained bishop by Pope Celestine, 
and commissioned to preach the Gospel in Ireland. 
These facts are few and simple, yet so ill established 

^ Th^chan, whose very early life of St. Patrick appears in 
the Book of Armagh, informs us that what he records he had 
Modred firom the month of UJtan the bishop. 
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by the authorities of the middle age, that eyery one 
of them has been an occasion of contradiction among 
moderns. Thus, Dr. Lanigan and Mr. Moore will have 
Patrick to have been a Briton of Britanny, in France ; 
Sir W. Betham, Doctor Rock, and others, a Briton 
of our sister isle. All these, excepting Sir William, 
with many others, acknowledge him as the nephew 
of St. Martin — Sir William* says that to beUeve it 
requires great faith indeed. While the assertion of 
his visit to Rome, and his ordination there, although 
acquiesced in most generally, is thus qualifieds if not 
denied, by the comparatively ingenuous Doctor Lani- 
gan — Finding it impossible to fix this journey be- 
tween the death of Palladius and the commencement 
of Patrick's ministry, he invents the hypothesis, 
*' that St. Patrick was ordained second in the mis- 
sion" by Pope Celestine, "though not consecrated 
bishop at the same time with Palladius \* and that, 
upon the death of his predecessor, St. Patrick pro- 
ceeded no farther than Gaul, and was there conse- 
crated bishop by one Amathus, Amatorex, or Amator 
(Declan, 65, andPetrie, 106, and 108). A lameness of 
conclusion this, which might have been avoided by 



.., * Beth. 290 ** Palladius, or one of his successor^ iMf 

' probably the nephew of Martin of Tours. The first Patrick 
was a Briton, or rather a Roman of Britain ; to suppoM 
him nephew of Martin of Tours, requires great fBith, ef 
to remove mountains." Yet I believe that the St. Patridc d \ 
the Book of Armagh was so. That ancient MS. oonill 
the life of St. Martin, by Sulpicius Seyerus; and it also has |n- , 

served the most ancient and autiv^iitic copy of flM OOi^ | 

feasioD. 
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the laborious and intelligent historian, had he con- 
templated the possibility of the apostle's never hav- 
ing been at Rome at all. To these discrepancies 
very many could be added ; but enough is here said 
to manifest the want of credibility in the most ancient 
witnesses to the fact at issue, when we perceive that 
their testimony has not, in any case, been sufficient 
to constrain the agreement of moderns in forming ^ 
from it their deductions. 

I cannot close this series of evidence with a better 
summary than the following of Dr. Phelan : — " Upon 
the subject of the Roman mission of Patrick, these 
documents maintain a profound and eloquent si- 
lence. They tell us the place of his birth, and the 
place of his education — who instructed him, who 
ordained him, who sent him to preach in Ireland — 
and, finally^ they show that, after the commencement 
of his ministry, he never left the island. On the 
other hand) it has appeared that the adherents of 
Rome are as silent concerning Patrick, as Patrick 
and his disciples with respect to Rome. How, then, 
is the Roman h3rpothesis sustained by the learned 
and zealous writers of whom I speak ? They take 
refuge in those obscure and recent legends, which 
they are ashamed to quotes when maintaining the ex- 
itienee of St. Patrich ; and which, on every other 
occasion^ they reject with a contempt as undisguised 
as it is merited. And yet, after all, they cannot 
agree. Drs. Milner and O* Conor assert that Patrick 
was <Krdained by Celestine ; Dr. Lanig;aii, a^l^T^ ^ V\& 
dedam^ 'the labour and dose applicatioxi oi xtvvoi^ 
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years — after having collected every tract and doci 
ment that he could meet with,' gives the ordinatic 
to an unknown bishop in an unknown place. Agaii 
Dr. O' Conor thinks himself very safe, when he stat< 
that Patrick was not at Rome earlier than the yei 
402 ; but Dr. Lanigan will not allow him to hai 
been there for twenty-nine years after. Still furthe 
Dr. Milner says, that in the year 461* Patrick wei 
to Rome, to render an account of his ministry to tl 
Pope ; the Irishmen, more candid, or more wary tha 
their fellow-labourer, reject the account as a fabli 
In fine, except upon the one indispensable poin 
these learned men oppose each other with as littl 
ceremony as they controvert Dr. Ledwich ; and fc 
that point, they reverse the natural order of ev 
dence — ^they assume that Patrick must have had 
commission from Rome, and they conjecture whe, 
and how he obtained it. Instead of deriving thei 
hypothesis from facts, they ground their facts upoi 
a hypothesis." 

There are some writers of high authority thai 
take an earlier notice of St. Patrick, though they saj 
nothing of Rome ; but the greater the number thai 
record him without any mention of that city or ifc 

* Ledwich, p. 65 He was supposed to have gone to 

Rome to obtain the pall and legateship from Pope Hilaritf 
A.D., 462. The fact is in contradiction, as we have seen, t 
his own Confession ; and the story of the pall to the testimoa 
of St. Bernard. Doctor Talbot, Roman Catholic Archbislic 
of Dublin, in his <' Jus Primatise ArmachansB^" calls all ^ 
a action — " that St. Patrick was neither Archbishop^ Piir 
or Metropolitan ; that his pall iB cti\xa«nQ«3Lf ^^. 
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bishop or doctrines, and the more they magnify his 
actions and relate them with complacency, the more 
they afford of evidence that he was independent of 
that See — ^the more ominous their silence on that 
head. It is foreign to my purpose to detail these ac- 
counts, which establish his existence and but Uttle 
more ; I must, however, point out how early some of 
them have been corrupted, in order to accommodate 
them to the process of modem invention or inter- 
polation. The hymn of St. Fiech, a celebrated composi- 
tion of the year 700, or thereabouts, relates the early 
history of St. Patrick, without alluding to Rome ; it 
has, however, been somewhat altered to form the 
ground of modem legend. The word Alba (Albion) 
has been converted into Alps, and that of Letha 
(Armorica) into Latium, in order that St. Patrick 
might appear to have crossed the Alps and visited 
Borne. The true reading of these words has been 
acknowledged and restored, by ColganandLanigan,'*' 
uid O'Connor. 
The name of St Patrick is recorded in the mar- 
yrol(^es of Bede ; which are works ascribed indeed 
> him, but not undoubtedly his. Of these there are 
vo ; one in prose, the other in verse. The former is 
mfessed by Dr. Lanigan to be interpolated, and 
ith him O'Connor and Mabillon agree ; it records 
08, " Decimo sexto Kalendas AprUis, in Scoti&, S. 
tridi Confessoris." The latter contains the follow- 
' line, which is quite doubtful both as to person and 

* Declanp. 73andQ>*I. 
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day — ''Patricias, Domini servns, conscendit ad aolam." 
Ussher rejected the testimony of these martyrologies, 
which, at the best, bear witness to the existence of the 
Saint, and not to his connection with Rome. 

One argument, however, in support of the opinioD 
of a Roman mission, remains yet to be disposed of. 
''If," says Doctor Lanigan, "the Irish had been 
converted by missionaries from the east, how came it 
to pass that the hturgy and every part of the Church 
service were written in Latin ?" — and it seems to be 
generally assumed, from his use of that language, that 
St. Patrick was an emissary from Rome. No such 
consequence, however, follows; and this difficulty 
admits of the clearest solution. Bollandus, in the 
Acta Sanctorum, remarks thus (V. ii., p. 517, vii. 
Mar.) of the Latin tongue — " qu& sola omnes Ro- 
mani quondam imperii nationes, etiam diu post ejus 
extinctionem, usi sunt, in conscribendis publicis remm 
gestarum monumentb, seu sacris sive profanis^ — or 
that it alone was in pubhc use among the peo}de of 
the Roman empire. * 

That the church of Christ might the better have 
unity within itself, it was necessary that there should 
be general councils ; thus only could it become truly 
Cathohc, or, at least, preserved so. To these ooon- 
cils a common language was essential, and that 
language was, by the appointment of Providence, 
controlling the circumstances of the case, the Latm. 

^ This mast have inflaenced Ireland, whose inbabitaBb 
AaJ ooDtinuid intercourse with ti^OM ol 'Mi^i^. 
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It is remarkable that the first revelations of God \vere 
confined to the Hebrew people, and made in the 
Hebrew tongue ; his next Scriptures were vouchsafed 
in the Greek, that they might be intelhgible to all the 
chosen members of the infant Christian church ; and, 
when the Gospel was preached in all the world — was 
proclaimed in every part of the Roman empire — and 
one great Cathohc or universal church of behevers was 
formed within it, the Latin was appointed to serve, 
not only as the conventional ecclesiastical language of 
Christendom, but for a popular version of the Holy 
Writ; since it was at the time the most universal lan- 
guage spoken throughout that empire, and its imme- 
diate neighbourhood. It is taking a very narrow 
view of the subject, to suppose that Latin was so 
employed because it was pecuharly the language of 
Itidy, and of the See of Rome ; for the true reason of 
its being so was, that it was the only efficient 
medium of communication between the members 
of the one universal church of Christ, of which Rome 
was then contented to be considered but a part ; and 
the best general channel for the written word of God. 
That it became of general use in Britain from this 
latter cause, appears from the following passage in 
Bede's Ecclesiastical History :— "This island," Britain, 
"at this present, with five sundry languages, doth study 
and set forth the knowledge of the perfect truth ; 
that is, with the language of the English, the Britons, 
the Scots," (or Irish,) **the Picts, and the Latins 
which, by the study of the Scriptures, is n\a.dfe ccsxxv 
nn^n to ail the rest ." The Latm low^*^ ^«>&, xNx^^'t- 
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fore, generally employed in the Greek, the Gallicao 
and the ancient British and Irish churches, becans 
it was the universal language of the sacred books, ani 
of the general councils of Christendom. That it wa 
x^ot chosen because it spoke the teachings of th 
Papal See, is manifest from this fact, that it wai 
used by heretics, schismatics, and even in opposinj 
Christianity itself by pagan infidels, as well as b 
the most orthodox in promoting it. It was also usei 
by St. Colman, in his apposition to the Romish pre 
tensions of Wilfred ; by the monks of Bangor, i 
resisting the encroachments of Austin ; and this no 
surely from deference to the See of Rome. It wa 
used still earlier by St. Patrick, if the epistle to Co 
roticus be genuine, in addressing a heathen pirate 
who would have scoffed at all idea of respect for an; 
Christian pontiff, or for the language of his religion 
one who in fact did, as the letter relates it, laugh thei 
to scorn — " cachinnos fecerunt de iUis.*' The apos 
tie, therefore, employed it in that epistle, as well a 
in his confession and canons, to be the more univei 
sally understood by the church ; but he tells us himseli 
that it was not his own tongue — " nam sermo et lingo 
nostra translata est in linguam alienam" — and, indeec 
this is so clear from internal evidence, that St. Patric 
himself thinks it necessary to apologise ; and Primal 
Ussher, with all his leaning to the Saint's connectio 
with Rome, adduces the inferiority of his Latin 1 
prove that he was not originally from theno 
(Antiq., c, 17.) Although it is recorded by tl 
BoJIandists, (Acta Sane. ub. su^. a\\(ik iot^^xi, \\ 
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that he had the very best of masters in Gaul and 
Italy — " optimis m Galli& et Itali& magistris uso'*— 
yet his Latin is clearly as far from being vernacular, 
as it is from deserving the character of classical.* 

We are informed that the ^* sermo et lingua nostra," 
of Patrick, was the Irish ; in this tongue he certainly 
composed his celebrated hymn ; in it he is said to 
have written proverbs and epistles — and, doubtless, he 
spoke that language when he joined in the discours- 
ings from the Scriptures, that are noticed by St. 
Chrysostom, as being common in Ireland in the time 
of that Father. We may, perhaps, be excused for 
extending this digression so far ; and for adding an 
interesting fact on this subject. It is related of St. 
Aidan, who was ignorant of the Saxon tongue, and 
who was brought over from lona by Oswald, king 
of Northumberland, to promote the conversion of 
his subjects, that this missionary preached to them 



* St. Patrick infonns us that his father was a Decurio — 
'* Ingennns tai secundom camem, Decarione patre nascor." 
This officer was not, as some suppose, of military rank ; but 
the president of the municipal council, which, on the model 
of the Roman senate, governed the provincial cities of the 
empire. The office was very ancient, and merely civic; 
ViUanneya (Opusc. S. Patr.) quotes authorities to show that 
It was sometimes holden by priests ; it might well, therefore, 
have been filled by St. Patrick's father, Calphumius, who was 
only a deacon. Patrick, whether he were bom in Gaul or 
Britain, might thus have acquired a considerable knowledge 
of Latin. I think it very doubtful that his vernacular tongue 
was the Irish. Villanueva remarks thus (p. 16) : — ' In quatuor 
liOffois, scilicet Brittanic4, Ibemicft, Gallicft, et Latinft, peri- 
tnm foisse ; Grsc& etiam ex parte noxisse, a\u^\AT ^<8X i^^^VK- 
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through the inteq>retation of the king himsei 
had been educated in Ireland, and was as i 
with the language of that country and of St 
as with his native Saxon. 

Enough has been said to demonstrate, tl 
celebrated apostle had never any connexion ¥ 
Papal See ; we shall now proceed to show tfa 

Ireland did not receive the Gospel 
through any other emissary from r( 

It is asserted by Romanist writers — ^first, tl 
islands are indebted to a Pope for the introdw 
Christianity, A.D. 156; and, secondly, to anoth< 
for the mission of Palladius to Ireland, to e^ 
heresy, or to preside in her Church ; — and thi 
as its first bishop, or as a primate over othei 
had been previously ordained at Rome. Of 
these in their order. Doctor Rock, compc 
admit the reception of Christianity into Irela 
viously to A. D. 432, allows it in these terms { 
<^ It is not, however, at all unlikely, that the e 
of Ireland to this country" (England) ** 1 
some of the Irish to know the truths of tl 
pel, through their intercourse with the b< 
Britons; to whom such a blessing had be 
as early as the second age of the Churd 
Rome itself, and from a Roman Pontiff, St. I 
rius." It is, indeed, recorded by Bede, that 
a British prince, did in the year 156 send 
Pope, and invite him to plant the Grospel in 
and that his request was acceded to \ ?««! 
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die new converts peaceably preserved the faith pure 
and entire to the time of Diocletian — " susceptam fidem 
usqae ad tempora Diocletiani principis inviolatam 
integramqne quiets in pace servabant," (£ccl. His. i., 
4.) Bnt the hct of this message is extremely doubt- 
fnl, and we can scarcely suppose that it existed with- 
out the knowledge of Eusebius, the accurate ecclesi- 
astical historian of those very times, who yet makes 
no allusion whatsoever to the circumstance. Although 
thus mentioned by Bede, it is, perhaps, only his 
hearsay repetition of a remote tradition, which 
Wtt about 600 years old when he compiled his 
history ; and at all events it is not to be extended 
beyond what his words will warrant. That there 
mw a church in Britain in the fourth century is not 
to be denied, for she sent her bishops to the councils 
rf Aries, A.D. 314 ; of Nice, a.d. 325 ; of Sardica, 
A.D. 347 ; and of Ariminum, 359 ; but that she did 
Mt spring from Rome, or look upon the Papal as a 
nrother church, is clear from the fact, and also from 
the manner, of her resistance to the assumptions of 
the Papal emissary St. Austin, in the reign of 
Oiegoryl. 

There is a letter said to have been addressed by^ 
Bcutherius, to the monarch Lucius, in these remark- 
able words — " You have lately, by Divine mercy, re- 
ceived the law and faith of Christ ; you have with 
you in the kingdom both the New and Old Testa- 
went, whence, by the advice of your peers and council 
0^ your kingdom, you may select holy atvd \Amxv^\^%'s» 
«»»/ which may he enacted and suppoite^, \xo\.\>^ 
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any foreign, but by your own authority, who are 
God's Vicar in your own kingdom, and represent 
his power to your people." This letter is quoted 
even in a legal argument, in the case of Prsemuniret 
by Sir John Davies,* to prove the independence of the 
Church of Britain ; and on this head he further adds 
that Pelagius, a monk of Bangor *' about the year 400, 
being cited to Rome, refused to appear on the Pope's 
citation, affirming that Britain was neither in bis 
diocese nor his province." All this may be mere 
'legend ; but the story, taken in any manner, affords 
no link of a connection between our island churches 
with Rome ; and, whatever be the truth respecting 
this point, this passage in Bede's history must be re- 
stricted to the Church of the Britons, it has no relation, 
to the Irish one of the Scots. The conjecture, therefor^ 
beyond which Dr. Rock has not presumed to venture, 
and to which he has ventured unaccompanied by any 
good authority, must yield its verisimiHtude to the 
weight of contrary evidence. In fine, had this papal 
mission had any connection with the early Irish 
Church, Bede, who brings its story down to the era of 
Diocletian, and leaves it there, would certainly have 
recorded the interesting fact — ^the triumphant one 
for the church to which he was so very zealously at- 
tached. 

But, in truth, this is not the "infant church" to 
which Mr. Moore and the other historians allade» 
when they relate the maternal soUcitude of Rome, in 

• See ills Reports. Dub.,n®2,p.a45, 
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ding over Palladius to be the bishop of the be- 
ing Scots. " The language of history is unequi- 
%l upon this point," says Dr. Rock (p. 18), "that^ 
Irish owed their first bishop to Rome" — yet is^ 
evidence of it so full of inconsistency and con- 
liction, and, therefore, so equivocal, that we must 
5II on it at some length, in order, if possible, to 
»cerate the truth. It will exhibit a usefnl specimen 
;he uncertainty in which the question of the origin 
our Primitive Church is involved — the contradic. 
1 with which it abounds — and the distortion of^ 
niments made to support pre-conceived systems 
loeming it. Thus it will serve as a warning 
linst the too ready use and reception of dogmatical 
lertion ; induce the public to seek for proofs ; and, 
ying on the best evidences on these difficult points, 
reject all that is spurious, and to deliberate con- 
ming whatever is doubtful. 

The assertion, then, " that Ireland owed her firsC^ 
ihop to a Roman pontifP,** is grounded on these 
jrds of Bede, (Eccl. Hist. I. c.l3) who repeats the 
count from the chronicle of Prosper, a contempo- 
ry annahst ; he is speaking of the reign of Theo- 
nus the younger — ''Ciijus anno imperii octavo, 
lUadius, ad Scotos in Christum credentes, a pontifice 
)man8e ecclesise Celestino, primus mittitur episcopus" 
Palladius, was sent by Celestine, the Roman PontifP, 
e first bishop, to the Scots believing in Christ. — ^ 
It this authority for the origin of the Irish Church 
IS given rise to two theories respecting its character, 
bich are essentially at variance \^\lVi t«idci olOtA^. 
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It was needfiil to all the maintainen of a oortain 
system, that Roman emissaries should be considered as 
the founders of the orthodox Irish church; but, at this 
testimony of its existence when Palladius arrived 
here stood written, an attempt was made, at an early 
period, by some of them, to vitiate certain copies of the 
record, and, accordingly, they were made to run thus— 
'' Ad Scotos in Christum credentes, sed non rect^ 
ordinatur a Papd Celestino Palladius, &c.'* " To the 
Scots believing in Christ, but not rightly ^ was Palla- 
dius commissioned." From this it was to be de- 
duced, that the creed of the primitive Irish Chris- 
tians was heretical, and that it was the object of this 
first missionary of the Pope to correct it. This 
opinion has doubtless received the high sanction of 
Doctor O' Conor, who a^rts (Proleg., i. 74), " that 
we owe it chiefly to the errors and genius of Celes- 
tius, the pupil of Pelagius, that Saints PaUadins 
and Patrick were sent into Ireland, that they should 
recall to the right faith the Scots believing in Christ, 
hut not rightly y as Prosper testifies;" while Mr- 
Moore goes a step further, and alleges that Pelagius 
was an Irishman — a monk of the monastery of Baa" 
gor, or Banchor, near Carrickfergus. The latter 
historian, by the way, is thus guilty of an anachron- 
ism, extraordinary in so intelligent a writer ; for tbJ* 
abbey was founded a.d. 559 by Comgal*; about • 
<;entury and a half after the death of Pelagius, wbo 

* Us». Ind. Chron., ad ann., and UU. ann., 618, 601, tf 
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flourished before St. Patrick, and who is generally re- 
corded to havebeen a Briton — a monk of the monastery 
of Bangor in Wales. The reading, however, of sed 
non rectS is almost universally repudiated, and is not 
80 much as noticed by Doctor Rock. The first of these 
theories, then, must be abandoned ; the more espe- 
cially as it is in direct contradiction to the testimony 
of St. Columbanus, who declares, in a celebrate(^ 
passage in his letter to Pope Boniface IV. — which is 
much relied on by the Doctor for other matters, and 
to which I shall presently advert — ^that no Heretic, 
Jew, or Schismatic had ever been in the Irish Church.* 
I should observe, however, that this theory has the 
support of Sir William Betham. 



* A second reading of this celebrated passage, afforded iis by 
l^ennius (Hist. Britonam), is as follows — •* Missus est Palla- 
U Episcopas, primitus, a Celestino episcopo et pap^ Roma*, 
ad Scotos in Christum convertendos" — Palladius was sent 
from the first, to convert the Scots to Christ — implying that 
there was no infant church as yet formed in the island. This 
version seems to be now uniyersally rejected; and yet this 
mode of relating the fact appears to have been received by 
some of our best annalists, where they write thus — Palladius 
*d Scotos, a Celestino urbis Bomse Episcopo, ordinatur epis- 
copus ; Actio et Valeriano co^^. primus mittitur in Hiberniam, 
ttt Christum credere potuissent, anno Theodosii viii." And the 
ancient chronicle of Prosper itself seems elsewhere to give it 
^her warrant, where it asserts, in allusion to the expelling 
^^ Pelagianism from England — " Ordinate Scotis episcopo, 
dum Romanam insulam studit servare Christianam, fecit etiam 
^baram Christianam" — as if the objects of the mission 
were pagans and not believers. See here the Annals of Ulster, 
and of Innisfallen. 

Another version is remarkable, I take itfrom'VJs.^^T^'^TA- 
oiordia,p. 999, ^here he informs us, that the N«OT^**^T\ifi?o&'* 

z^^ot occur in "in Chronico integriore" ^in tYie xjiosX «a.- 

«^tio copy of Prosper's chronicle. 
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But, following Ussher and the best Romanist au- 
thorities, in receiving as most correct the reading) 
that Palladius was sent to the Scots, or Irish, be- 
lieving in Christ, as their first bishop, I shall pro- 
ceed to explain the double aspect which it is made to 
assume, by two different significations that are given 
to the term " primus," or first — both of them fomided 
on the supposition of a previously existing Church, 
and both of them relied on to prove it. 

This word is considered by some to bear a refe- 
rence to time, as if Palladius were the first apostle 
of the Irish ; implying that St. Patrick was the 
second person sent thither in that character, and both 
of them from the Romish See. Thus Tirechan, in 
his life of that saint, all^^es that (Uss. Prim. 799), 
" Palladius Episcopus primus mittitur, qui Patricias 
alio nomine appellabatur ; deinde Patricius secundus 
a Celestino Pap& mittitur, cui Hibemia tota credidit" 
This view is approved by Dr. O' Conor, and seems 
to have been in the mind of Dr. Lanigan, when he 
conjectured that ^' St. Patrick was ordained second in 
the mission, though not consecrated bishop at the same 



I am well convinced of the truth of the following observa- 
tion of Dr. Ledwich, and it may serve in some degree to ac- 
coant for this manner of noticing the event by Prosper and 
the annalists, (page 78, ed., 1803;) — 'Hhe uniform language 
of Bomish writers, in every age, was to call the people bar- 
barians, and that nation pagan, which did not implicitly yield 
to their lust of wealth and power.'* He quotes the instaiieai 
of Austin's mission to Britain by Greg. I., to teach the goepsl^ 
*'as if it never before had there been heard ; whereas he met 
seven Britiah bishops who nob\y op^o«e^Vdm"*-4uidal80llll 
of the authoi^ty given by Adnan tollvnrs W^XA^^^Molkita^^ 
fnitb in Ireland, when it had been ^^lea^s^J&udLtQtt ^M^<|iMK 



CHURCH OF IRELAND NOT FROM ROME. 55 

time urith Palladins/' But all the condusioDs that 
are drawn firom this meaning of the word << primus," 
appear to be illogical and unwarranted : yet do they 
suggest the possibility, that the term Patricius was at 
first applied, like that of Patriarch, to designate an 
ecclesiastical officer ; and to have been successively 
conferred on Palladius and St. Patrick, as heads of 
the Irish Church.* This conjecture, however, if 
admitted, would amount to a concession respecting 
the Roman mission of Patrick, which cannot be 
made upon such slight grounds as the authority of 
biographers, whose fabricated or interpolated, and 
at least, heresay accounts can none of them be 
entirely relied on. 

The second view takep of the meaning of the 
word primuSy as it is used by Bede, is, that it relates 
to rank, and not to order of time. Palladius is 
therefore alleged, by some writers, to have been sent 
over by the Pope as Primate of the infant Church ; 
and, as this appointment pre-supposes the existence of 
bishops, these are accordmgly said to have been pre- 
viously appointed by the Romish Pontiff — it is upon 
this important assumption that I now desire espe- 
cially to dwelL 

" The earliest native traditions of Christianity in 
Ireland link that country to papal Rome," is the 

* 0*Halloran (vol. ii. p. 16), asserts, that at the Synod of 
St. Patrick, holden at Cashel, at which King Aongus pre- 
sided, it was decreed — <* That St. Albe should rank as second 
Patrick, and Patron and Archbishop of M\ii\st.<^T *, awd that 
■SL Deelaa should be called the Patrick oi t^QT>^^\e%) >kcA 
iteir chief bishop," This is equally a £a\)tiC«AAorL rnXJci ^ 
nt$ of the story of the four bishops. 
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bold assertion of Dr. Rock (p. 21), and he gromidBit 
upon this pre-existing episcopacy, over which it is 
thus alleged that St. Patrick was sent from Rome to 
preside. I shall follow him in his account of the 
matter. 

He commences with some passages from Ussh^'s 
Primordia, which give an account of these bishops— 
the original Latin is presented in a note ; but one* (A 
the Primate's expressions, repeated in five instancesy 
is uniformly omitted in the translation that is used in 
the text, and which readers will look to alone. TbiB 
omission will doubtless give to many the impression, 
that Ussher has presented an historical account— in- 
stead of merely repeating the hearsay of a tradition, 
upon the probable truth of which he manifestly 
avoids giving any decided opinion — and that he has, 
therefore, indorsed its legends with his assent. Hav- 
ing thus secured a favourable hearing, Doctor Bock 
proceeds in these words: — " From the annals ci 
Innisfallen we gather, that a. d. 402, Kiaran and 
Declan came from Rome, bishops, to announce the 
faith in Ireiand — 412, Ailbe of Emly came from 
Rome, a bishop, to announce the faith in Ireland-^ 
424, Ibar Invarensis came 6*om Rome, a bishop tfl 
Ireland" — we are not told what detained Ailbe M 
long at Rome, where he must have remained a bishop 
fifteen years, if it be true that he was, according Ui 
the account of his life, consecrated in 397) and di^ 
not arrive in Ireland until 412. 

* This meaniDg is conveyed by the xiae oi MScie -woc^ ^ ^ 
tar/' "fertur," and "perhlbetur f cOl ot ^\ja!B^TM.i\»^a» 
'Ated tbas — « jt is said.** 
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These details, however, of tradition, and of eompa- 
rativdy modem history, are not only contradictory 
in thansdves, but are opposed to other historical 
documents; for we find, on consulting the Ulster 
Annals, the death of Ibar recorded a.d. 500, and 
of Ailbe, 533 ; — they could not, therefore, have been 
consecrated bishops in the years 402 and 412. — 
Archbishop Ussher in his Index seems to give 
449 (17 years after the alleged arrival of St. Pa- 
trick), as the date of their episcopal ordination. 
With respect to Kiaran and Declan, their biogra- 
phers fix the year of their respective deaths at 
A.D. 549 ; and, as if determined to reconcile all diffe- 
rences of opinion by the surrender of all probability, 
M. Geoghegan states, that Kiaran was born in the 
year 352, and died in 548--(vol. i., 161 and 163). 
No wonder, then, that Mr. Moore, agreeing with 
Br. Lanigan, rejects this figment altogether ; and 
considers all these individuals to have been disciples, 
and not precursors of St. Patrick. The latter his- 
torian says, that Declan might have been thirty years 
of age in 484. 

The legends proceed to state, that the four 
saints, Kiaran, Ailbe, Declan, and Ibar, founded 
respectively the ancient sees of Saiger in Ossory, 
Emly, Ardmore in Waterford, and Beg Erin, or 
little Erin, in an island off the coast of Wexford — 
that Kiaran immediately admitted the authority 
which St. Patrick assumed as Primate ; that Ailbe 
Mid Declan acquiesced in it, althougVv iio\. ^\. wi^^\ 
bat that Ibar rejected it altogether— «i. i^^^Xo Vi '^^ 
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way, which exhihits the independence of tfak p 
existing Church, if it ever existed at all, and aho 
how little it heeded the interferences of Rome. 1 
story goes on further to relate^ that St. Patrick, w 
the co-operation of Aongus, the king of Monst 
established Ailbe in Emly, as metropolitan or an 
bishop of that province. But this is an accon 
which is scarcely consistent with the admitted fa( 
that the title of archbishop was not introduced ii 
Ireland for four centuries after this event ; and th 
accompanied with a pall, which is essential to ti 
dignity in the Romish Church, it was not in use hi 
till the year 1151 : or with that given by St B 
nard, that the Irish Primate, Celsus, but a few yei 
before that date, first raised the see of Cashel, andi 
Emly, to the metropolitan and archiepiscopal dign 
in the province of Munster — contradictions whi 
have not escaped the notice of Dr. Lanigan. 

I have dwelt very much on these leg^ds, or ti 
ditions, but not more than truth requires. Too lo 
have candid inquirers been deceived by the boldn* 
of deductions illogically made from nnestablisl 
premises, and yet unblushingly presented as demc 
strated facts — and this upon the most important 
subjects. By such as these the credulity of Ussl 
himself* was greatly imposed upon ; and most n 
dems have so blindly followed in his wake, that tl 
have not hitherto dared sufficiently to discredit dg 
stories, although they are deficient in consistenqyl 

i 

* It 13 very much to be regtetted, V3MX^0tkft\^|jBL'«"*" 
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ntradictory to better authenticated history, and 
Tord materials for differences of opinion the most 
tposite, between the most intelligent and learned, 
has, while many very fully admit of the account of 
t episcopal Romanist Church existing at the arrival 
Palladius, as many deny it altogether ; some allow 
this infant Church, but without its bishops ; others 
U have it to be heretical — and allege, that to one 
other of those two curses, heresy or schism, we are 
iebted for the blessings of a Roman mission ; Mr> 
oore's infant Church is Pelagian, but he rejects the 
or bishops ; Dr. O' Conor's is Pelagian also, but he 
tains them; while Dr. Lanigan denies both that 
resy, and this hierarchy. The most modem writers 
at make mention of the story of the four bbhops, 
r. Rock and Mr. Todd, receive it implicitly in all 

Ussher cannot be brought to bear with sufficient decision 
the questions of this mission of Falladius and St. Patrick, 
d this early episcopal Church. Of the first of these he 
fi — << Qui ratione primus Episcopus dici potuerit Palla- 
is, si Scotos ante eum alios fidei doctores habuisse adrois- 
Has ?'* forgetting that, although he were the first bishop, yet 
ere might have been previous teachers. He then deter- 
oes respecting him thus — *' Yel duorum episcoporum quoK 
ipa Celestinus Scotis miserit, fiiisse ilium primum {si quidem 
•t earn ad eosdem missus ab illo est Patricius), vel prima- 
UD et prima sedis episcopum ordinatum." To this latter 
temative he leans ; but puts forth the theory of the ante- 
itridan episcopacy principally on authorities, such as the 
ret of Kiaran and Declan and others, which cannot properly 
) relied on. This indecision has infected the intelligent 
idiop of St. Asaph with cowardice, and made him to dc 
tte (Lloyd, on Church Oovemment, c. iv. s. 2) — ** 1 dare 
ot wholly reject those Irish legends of Kiaran," &c. \ for 
tieh timidity Dr. Ledwich very properly TemotA\x^W^ VvNXx 
hMUUp^Antiq. p. 57.) 
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its fullness ; the latter, in his " Church of St. P 
trick," does not hesitate to declare, in 1844, "th 
every ancient document connected with Irish chmi 
history agrees with the legends in asserting this fact 
but in a second work, put forth in the succeedii 
year — ^his ** History of the Irish Church" — he cal 
the four bishops, <' plain and zealous ascetics f ai 
says, " but the state of the Church for a long tin 
was not such as to give them either clergy to gover 
or dioceses to take charge of." In this his alten 
judgment I partly concur, and I entirely acquiesce 
the matured opinion of Doctor Lanigan upon tl 
subject. He asserts that there is " no foundation f) 
the high authority assigned to the legends, nor f< 
there having been bishops as early as mentioned 
them.'* These fablesy he says, occur in the lives i 
those saints, tracts abounding with anachronisn 
and contradictions ; while the old Irish annals, ai 
the most correct lives of St. Patrick, are in dirt 
opposition to them. (voL i. 22, &c.) It is of in 
portance to add, that the annals of Innisfallen, reli< 
on by Dr. Rock, are a new publication of the fii 
part; published, it is true, by Dr. O' Conor, but wi 
this cautionary note, copied from the autograph 
his father, the intelligent C. 0*Conor of Ballynegar- 
Scatet mendis plurimisy in rebus chronologicis 
historicis; et demonstrationes plurimse istius rei e 
tant hodi6 in manibus Caroli O'Conor, a.d., 1775."- 
It abounds in errors, both " in chronological and hi 
torical matters." 
It is very necessary, t\iereiore> fci \» Vi euiiiii 
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more into the evidences from which we are to form our 
judgments, and to decide according to their just and 
reasonable bearing. With respect, then, to the pas-v 
sage which we have quoted from Prosper and from 
Bede, it is sufficient at present to let it speak simply 
to common sense, and solely in its obvious meanings, 
as a testimony that Christianity existed in Ireland 
before the arrival of St Patrick, and that Palladius 
was commissioned thither from Rome ; but we can- 
not admit that he was thus sent to preside over %. 
pre-existing Roman hierarchy, or church. 

It seems to be generally assumed, that St Co- 
lombanus has asserted the exclusively Roman origin 
of the Irish church, in his remarkable letter to Pope 
Boniface IV. His words are—" We are the scholardy^ 
of SS. Peter and Paul, and of all disciples sub- 
scribing by the Holy Ghost the divine canon ; we 
are all Irish inhabitants of the furthermost part of 
the world, receiving nothing beyond the evangelic 
and apostolic doctrine. None of us has been a he- 
retic, none a Jew, none a schismatic ; but the faith, 
just as it was at first delivered by you, the successors 
to wit of the holy apostles, is held unshaken." (See 
this translation in Doctor Rock's letter to Lord Johi^ 
Manners, p. 46.) I shall return to the consideration 
of this most important epistle, in connection with 
the inquiry into the independence of our national 
church ; and shall here only observe of this passage, 
that the writer, who addressed it to the Pope on the 
occasion of the celebrated question of the ttiree 
ehapters, when the Irish bisbops \m^mmo\\^>j ^vg.- 
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sented from the Church of Rome, is defending loM 
'church from the accusation of schism, which was 
then brought against it for its independent conduct. 
Of these bishops it is said, that <<they departed 
from her," Rome, "and clave to the rest of the 
schismatics, animated with that vain confidence, that 
they did stand for the Catholic faith," &c. St. Co- 
lumbanus is warm in supporting the truth, that the 
Catholic faith is something more than the particular 
one of Rome, although the contrary doctrine was 
just then fast gaining ground : that from this truly 
Catholic faith they were not schismatics, as it was 
alleged, but held " unshaken" that faith, — " nothing 
beyond the evangelic and apostolic doctrine," but 
"just as it was delivered by you, the successors of 
the holy apostles ;" — in receiving which, he says, " we 
are the scholars of SS. Peter and Paul, and of all dis- 
pies subscribing by the Holy Ghost the divine 
canon ;" that is, we are the scholars of all who teach 
the word of God in truth — of all evangelical and 
apostolical preachers of the Catholic Chtureh. To 
this really universal authority the samt more parti- 
cularly alluded, by his saying, " we are all Irish, in- 
habitants of the furthermost part of the world" — 
words which were studiously introduced to remind 
the Pope, in like manner as he had hinted to Pope 
Gregory I. in a former letter, of the second canon 
of the council of Constantinople ; in which it was 
decreed, " that the churches without the Roman em- 
pire are to be administered according to the tX9Sr 
tionaxy customs of their {alViers f mv^ \» ™^Y^ tta 
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Irish chureh) which was wiUiont that empire, 
lid not, as an independent one, be considered as 
ismatic from any other subordinate portion of the . 
tholie Church, or as having separated from the 
tholic faith, because she happened to differ from 
me. 

\\[ this will appear more clear by a further expla- 
ion of this very material fact, that the early Irish 
irch, as it was without the Roman empire, was 

only administered according to its own tradi- 
as, but had its peculiar head — ^its peculiar city 
>stolic — its peculiar litany, discipline, and cere- 
nies. Thus, St. Patrick is called, in the Manu- 
ipt of Bobbio, " Magister Sector um ;"* Armagh 
denominated, in the Book of Armagh, 'Uhe 
)stolic city ;" and the particular office of the 
sh, '^cursus Scotorum." Archbishop Ussher re- 
B to thisf — " So,** he adds, " in a certain hymn, 
>po8ed to be written by Secundinus (St. Seachlin), 
K, 448, St. Patrick is thus commended — * He is 
istant in the fear of God, and immovable in the 
Ji ; upon whom the church is builded, as upon 
ter; whose apostleship, also, he hath obtained 
m God, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
linst him.'' 

Archbishop Ussher, in the same passage, quotes 
i8 from Claudius, a celebrated Irish divine of the 
th century — ** The foundation of the church was 

Sir W. Betham's Researches, p. 82. 
' Relig. of Ant. Irish, p. 74. In the catalogue of saints, 
first order are said to have had one head — -'^aLU\^>L« 
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laid not only on St. Peter, but SU John." These 
words are remarkable, and becoming a teacher of 
our primitive faith. They lead us naturally to the 
consideration of its commmencement ; and we shall 
now proceed to the proof that 

THE IRISH CHURCH IS OF EASTERN ORIGIN. 

Rome is confidently put forth, and almost universally 
admitted as the mother church of Ireland ; whereas 
it is certain, that she has usurped upon the just rights 
of the eastern disciples of St. John. I shall pro- 
ceed to establish the truth of this unpopular asser- 
tion, and commence by transcribing an interesting 
portion of history from the venerable Bede, abridged 
as much as its importance will admit ; yet, as it 
not only serves to decide the point that was last 
under consideration, but also to show through what 
channel the religion of the gospel was introduced 
into Ireland ; and, as it bears materially upon almost 
every essential point that is now in controversy on 
the subject of the primitive character of our na- 
tional church, I must exhibit it at some length, and 
introduce it with an earnest appeal to the particular 
attention of the reader." 

We meet with, in the third book of the Eccle- 
siastical History of this ancient writer, the account 
of that celebrated synod holden at Whitby, in York- 
shore, A.D., 664, to which I have already alluded • 
I shall extract from it, in the words of his transit 
tor, * the Jesuit Thomas Stapleton. There was ma 

* Ed. at. Omer'a. VZuiO.. k.\>.A^^fI. 
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controversy in Christendom about the proper time 
for the observance of Easter, which was kept by 
such different rules in the Irish and Romish churches, 
that ^* it happened oftentymes, that in one yeare two 
Easters were kepte ; and that the kinge," Oswin of 
Northumberland, who was educated in Ireland, 
*' finishing his fast, and solemnizing the feaste of 
Easter, the Queene," who was a follower of the 
Romish custom, *' with her company, were still fast- 
ing and kept Palme Sunday." "The subject," says 
Bede, " being much talked of, they agreed on both 
sides that, in the monasterie of Stranshalch," or 
Whitby, "where that devout and virtuous woman 
Hilda was abbesse, a synod should be kept, for the 
deciding of the question, and others then in contro- 
versy. To this synod came both the kinges, Oswin 
the father, and Alcfrid the sonne. With King 
Os^in stode Bishop Colman, with his clergy of 
Scotland; Hilda, also, the abbesse, with her com- 
pany, among whom was Cedda, that reverend bishop 
lately consecrated of the Scottes. For the other 
opinion, which King Alcfrid followed, Agilbert the 
bishop stode, with Agatha and Wilfrid, priestes; 
Jaeobus also, and Romanus, two other learned men, 
stode of that side." " This Wilfrid," we are pre- 
viously told, "for better instruction and lerninge's 
take had travailed to Home ; and lived also a longe 
time with Dalphinus, the Archbishop of Lyons in 
France." 

" First, then, Kinge Oswin, (premising that it be- 
hoved those which served one God lo Vl^^^ q^w^ Q)T^«^^ 
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and rule in serving him), commanded his bishop, 
Colman, first to declare what his observation was, 
whence he received it, and whom he followed therein. 
The bishop answered and said, * The Easter which 
I observe I have received of my forefathers, of whom 
I was sent hither bishop ; who, all being virtuous 
and godly men, have after the same manner observed 
it. And this observation, that you may not thiuke it 
a light matter or easily to be rejected, is the self- 
same which St. John the Evangelist, the disciple whom 
Jesus specially loved, with all the churches under 
him, observed.' The king then called for Agilbert's 
answer, who referred to Wilfrid, as he did not speak 
the English tongue. Then Wilfrid (the kinge com- 
manding him) spake in this wise : — * The Easter which 
we observe we have sene in like manner to have bene 
observed at Rome, where the blessed apostles, Peter 
and Paule, lived and preached, suffered and are 
buried. This manner we have sene to be observed 
in all Italy and France — this tnanner we know to be 
observed in Afrike, in Asia, in iEgypt, in Greece, and 
throughout all nations and tounges of all the world 
where the Church of Christ taketh place, after the 
selfesame order and time ; beside only these fewe, 
and other of the like obstinacy, the Pictes I mean 
and the Britons, with whom these men, from the two 
fardermost islands of the ocean sea (and yet not all 
that neither), do fondly contend against the whole 
world.' Here Colmanus the bishop interrupted him 
and said : — * I marvail much you terme our doing «i 
fond contention, wherein vre ioYloNV V)cL<b «&»SBi^^ 
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SO worthy an apostle, who only leaned upon our 
Lord's brest, and whose life and behaviour all the 
worlde accompteth to have bene most wise and dis- 
crete.' Unto whom Wilfrid answered and said — 
' God forbid that we should charge St. John with 
fondnesse, or lacke of wit.' " He then enters into 
a long and learned discussion of the practice of St. 
John and of St. Peter. To this Colman replied 
thus : — '' Is it to be thought that our most Reverend 
Father Columba and his successors, virtuous and 
godly men, who kept their Easter after the same 
manner, ether beleved or lived contrary to Holy 
Scripture, and especially their holinesse being such, 
that Gk>d hath confirmed it with miracles ? Truly, 
as I doubt not but they were holy men, so I will not 
feare to follow alwaies their lives, manners, and trade 
of discipline.' * In good soth,' quoth Wilfrid, * as 
touching your father Columba, and those which 
followed him, whose holy steppes you pretend to 
follow as the which have bene confirmed by mira- 
cles, to this I may answer that, in the day of judg- 
ment, whereas many shall saie unto Christ that they 
have prophecied, cast out divells, and wrought mira- 
cles in his name, our Lord will answer, that he 
knoweth them not. But God forbid that I should 
so judge of your fathers ; for it is our duty of such 
as we knowe not to deeme the best. Therefore I 
deeme not but they were men of God, and accept- 
able in his sight, who loved God, though in rude 
simplicitie, yet with a godly intention. Neither do 
I tJ^nke that the manner of tin^ o\)a«cN«.MQ»\i ^q>>^^ 
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be much prejadicial against them, as loDge as they 
had yet received no instruetiont to the contrary; 
bat I rather verely suppose, seing such commande- 
ments of God as they knew they willingly followed, 
they would also have conformed themselves to the 
CathoHke judgment, if they had bene to informed. 
But now, sir, you and your companions, if, hearing 
the decrees of the Apostolike See, or rather of the 
Universal Church, and that also confirmed in Holy 
Write, you follow not the same — ^you offend and 
sinne herein undoubtedly. For, though your fathers 
were holy men, could yet those fewe, of one so small 
corner of the uttermost island of the earth, prejudice 
the whole Church of Christ dispersed throughout the 
universall worlde? And, if your father Columba, 
(yea, and our father, if he were the true servant of 
Christ), were holie and mighty in miracles ; yet can 
he not by any meanes be preferred before the most 
pious of the apostles, to whom our Lorde said — 
* Thou art Peter, and uppon this rocke I will builde 
my church, and hell gates shall never prevaile against 
her ; and to thee I will give the keyes of the kingdom 
of heaven.' " 

^ Then, when Wilfrid had concluded, the kinge said 
unto Bishop Colman — 'Were these things, indede, 
spoken to Peter of our Lord ?' To whom the bishop 
answered ' Yes.' < Can you, then,' (said the kinge) 
' geve evidence of so special authority geven to your 
father Columba?' The bishop answering ^na' 
the kinge spake unto both parties and said — ' Agre 
ye both in this, without an^ co\i!Uon«i:vs>>3da^ tliM 
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words were principally spoken unto Peter, and that 
unto him the keyes of the kingdome of heaven were 
given ?* When both had answered * yea,' the kinge 
concluded, and said — < Then say I unto you, that I 
will not gainsay such a porter as this is ; but, as 
farre as I knowe and am able, I will covete in all 
pointes to obey hb ordinances ; lest, perhaps, when 
I come to the dores of the kingdome of heaven, I 
finde none to open unto me, having his displeasure 
which is so clerely proved to beare the keyes through.' 
Thus when the kinge had said, all that sate and 
stoode by, of all sorts and degrees, abandoning their 
former imperfectnesse, conformed themselves to the 
better instructions which they now learned." 

The history further informs us that Colman, per- 
ceiving his doctrine to be rejected and his sect des- 
pised, taking with him those who were willing to 
follow him — that is, such as would not receive the 
Catholic Easter and the coronal tonsure — (tonsuram 
coronse, nam de hoc questio non minima erat) — ^re- 
turned back into Scotland, resigning his see of Lin- 
disfame. 

Where, it may here be demanded, is there exhi- 
bited, in this remarkable passage of unimpeachable 
history, any ''fondness of the early Irish Church for 
her Roman mother, cherished," as has been asserted 
by Dr. Rock, " in her authentic traditions ?" Truly, 
the direct contrary appears ; and that she neither 
knew nor acknowledged Rome as such, that she rejec- 
ted its interference with singular impatlc^ii^^) «:cA\Xvvx 
•be wannlj and even blindly dung to lYio^^ \x^^^Ivya«»^ 
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because they told of her ** having, even from the very 
beginning, received her first instructions, and her first 
and authorized anointed teachers,** not through Rome, 
but the Gallic Churches — ^not from the successors of 
St. Peter, but the disciples of St John. This 
assertion of her origin, most unequivocally ad- 
vanced in the course of the discussion which I have 
just now detailed, and not denied by the advocate for 
Rome, should settle the question, were exbting tes- 
timony properly weighed in considering it ; and it is 
rendered even stronger, by the expressions that are 
made use of by two of the biographers of Wilfred, 
both of them Roman Catholics, in presenting the ar- 
gument of St Colman. One of these, (CBddi or 
Stephanus,) makes his defence ofvthis traditional 
manner of observing Easter to be still more distinctly 
connected with St. John, thus — ^^ we with the same 
confidence celebrate the same, as his disciples and 
others did." The other, (Fridegodus,) records the 
words of Colman, in the following verses : — 

** Nos seriem patriam, non frivola scripta tenemus, 
f Discipulo Eusebii Polycarpo dante Johannis." 

" We abide by the usage of our country, not frivo- 
lous writings, such as was given by Polycarp, the 
disciple of St. John." 

The fact, then, of her Eastern origin is distinc' 
declared and recorded, at the very commen 
ment of the eighth century, and by a Romanist wr 
of the very highest authority in himself^ incr 
At ^^e strong circumstance tbat it ieatiSi^ %!££ 
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bias of hb own predilections. There is nothing near 
so ancient, so aathentic, so distinct to support the 
other theory ; and we might safely, one would ima- 
gine> rest our case with perfect confidence upon this 
proof alone, were it not that we have experienced 
that the testimony from Bede of this Synod has been 
too much put aside ; and that, like the truth of a plain 
and honest witness, who has been brow-beaten by an 
advocate well skilled in making the worse appear the 
better reason, it has failed of its just effect, and re- 
quires corroboration and support. This, indeed, we 
are enabled most amply to afford it ; but we must 
previously dwell at some length upon this interesting 
and much-slighted passage, for it affords us many 
other important deductions. 

It will be necessary to explain more fully the prin- 
cipal subject of this discussion ; for it has not, even 
from the beginning, been so clearly understood, as to 
prevent writers from falling into error respecting it. 
There were, in ancient times, three modes of fixing 
the day upon which the feast of Easter should be 
celebrated ; it was holden by some, and at a very 
early period, on the fourteenth day of the first moon 
after the vernal equinox, whether that day were Sun- 
day, or any other day of the week. This erroneous 
method was fallen into by St. Polycarp, the celebra- 
ted martyr and disciple of St. John, the Christians 
of Asia Minor, and also by the Jews ; and it was in 
defence of it, that this eminent person, in the year 
10ft visited Anicetus Bisbop ot li.ome, ^V<i mw^- 
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tained a different mode. The ChristiaiM of this 
system were styled Quarto-decimans. It is however 
not a little remarkable that, notwithstandiog the 
argument of Colman, the ancieDt British and 
Irish churches were not the followers rf Polycarp in 
this matter. The venerable Bede, in the very same 
book that records the discussion at Whitby, informs 
us, that they kept Easter, '< not as some falsely think" 
(so early had mistaken notions with respect to the 
facts crept in) <<on the fourteenth moon with the .lews, 
but upon the Lord's day between the fourteenth and 
twentieth moon." (Ecc. Hist. iii. 17«) And again, 
(i. 4) ^' not always on the fourteenth moon with the 
Jews, as some have imagined, but on the Lord's 
day — not, however, in the right week, did the monks 
of I(M>a celebrate Easter." If, therefore, St. Colmao 
uieaiit to say that, holding the quarto-deciman me* 
thod, his church agreed with Polycarp, he was in 
error ; and indeed the argument of Wilfred through- 
out demonstrates, that he did not well understand the 
point he contended for. This does appear strange ; 
but it is yet more surprising that even Ussher, in his 
" Religion of the Ancient Irish," misapplies this 
name — and Dr. Ledwich, with all his research and 
intelligence, and with these facts before him, asserts 
that, in the observation of Easter, Columba was a 
quarto-deciman ; yet adding, that <' he left in charge 
to his religious at Hy, to keep it from the fourteenth 
to the twentieth of the moon, which they did to the 

There were two other times for cdebx^n^ ^iSsuA 
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feast, both of which differed from the quarto-deciman 
in this, that they restricted it to the Lord's day. 
The first was that of Columba and lona, of the 
British and Irish churches, above recorded ; they 
kept it on the fourteenth of the moon, if a Sunday ; 
and, if not, on any day of the moon to the twentieth 
that might happen to be Sunday : and, in making their 
computation of the proper time, they followed a 
cycle of Sulpicius Severus, of 84 years. This was 
the method of the Gallican church ; and, previously 
to the Council of Nice, ▲. d. 325, was in general 
use. It was, therefore, that of Rome, until altered 
by that Council; but after it, the Romans (Uss. 
Relig. &c. p. 93) kept Easter on the Sunday between 
the fifteenth and twenty-first days of the moon after 
the twenty-first of March ; and, in reckoning the age 
of the moon, they followed the cycle of 84 years to 
the middle of the sixth century, (Dr. Rock's letter, 
App. xiv.) when they adopted the Alexandrian cycle of 
19 years — ** from whence our golden number had its 
original/' This is the third method of keeping and 
computing the time for the celebration of Easter, 
and is the manner now every where observed. 

At the time, therefore, that St. Patrick arrived in 
Ireland, a. d. 432, the Romans kept their Easter from 
the fifteenth to the twenty-first, inclusive ; the Irish 
church celebrated theirs from the fourteenth to the 
twentieth, and they both of them followed the same 
cyde. How, then, can that assertion be reconciled 
with the record, where, alluding to the mod^ oC 
tonmrc^ whidt he says was ^^ umLeA. u"^ VXctoxx^^'^ 
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with the Pasdial qaettiony" Mr. Moore obflervei, 
that on the part of the Irish, the real motive for 
cliDging so fondly to their old custom was, that ''it 
had been introduced among them, wiik aul tkeir 
other ecclesiastical rules andusctges, by St* Patrick'? 
(i. 28.^-4). And again, that '' he introduced the 
same method of paschal computation, namely, by the 
cycle of 84 years, which was then practised at Rome* 
(vol. L p. 262.) Thus it is, that the rigid adherence 
to a mistaken postulate in our Church HisUny, that St 
PaUick was an emissary from the Romish See, com- 
pels the most intelligent to erroneous and contrary con- 
clusions. It is dear that iie did not introduce the use of 
the day, and that the Irish did not adopt his cycle u 
likewise manifest, from the letter that was writtea to 
the Abbot of lona on this particular subject, by St 
Cummian. In this the writer asserts, that the Easttf 
of lona and its cycle were contrary to all others; and, 
among them, '' primum ilium," (such are his words) 
<<quem S. Patricius Papa noster tulit et fedt, ''that 
first one which St. Patrick our Papa, brought in and 
made." There was, therefore, no such tenadoos 
abiding of the Irish by the teachings of St. Patrick ? 
Dr. Lanigan, who is in general more ingenuous thsn 
others of his persuasion, where he writes of this Saint, 
(v. ii.379» and ch. xv. 3, 4) asserts ''that there is no doubt 
that the whole Paschal system was introduced into 
Ireland by St. Patrick" — he does not say /ram Rome 
And again, " our Apostle merely delivCTed it to tb 
Irish cburclies, according as he had found it foDor 
^ ^me parts of Gaul/' His conjecUo^ %& ir 
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plausible, because that Sulpicius Severus, the teacher 
of the Irish cycle of 84 years, was the biographer of 
his uncle, St. Martin of Tours; but still it fails 
before the testimony of Cummian. Dr. Lanigan is, 
therefore, tempted to silence that testimony by the 
vague aUegation, that St Cummian gives no proof 
of what he says ; but how can we reason at all, if we 
are to get rid of such evidence, so accredited and so 
andent, by objections thus futile and gratuitous ? 

Having already made use of this important passage 
of history to disprove the alleged connection between 
these early churches, I shall proceed with some obser- 
vations to which it gives rise. It is, in the first place, 
remarkable, that the Irish church was not represented 
at the Council of Nice ; that of Britain was, by the 
attendance of several of its bishops — yet that was one 
of the general Councils. This arose from the inde- 
pendence of the church of Ireland ; which, not being 
within the limits of the Roman empire, was, accord- 
ing to the 2nd canon of the Council of Constantinople, 
**to be administered according to the traditionary 
customs of its fathers." 

In the next place it is to be observed, that the 
ctncMis of Nice were not transmitted to the Irish 
clergy ; neither were those decrees of the sixth cen- 
tury, which changed the Paschal cycle at Rome. 
These facts are manifest from the speech of Wilfrid. 
It is also distinctly said by Bede, of the Irish, that 
** they followed dubious cycles in the time of keeping 
the great festivals; for, being situated far beyond the 
worid*— die actual limits of the Kom^u ^cDJga^---^'' \n.^ 
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one bad furnished tbem with the synodal decrees for 
the Paschal observance." Now this also shows what 
was the acknowledged position of the Irish church, 
and that it was such as is expressed in the canon 
alluded to ; and also, while it exhibits her practical in- 
dependence, it demonstrates that not until the year 
664 did the Apostolic See intrude its authority to 
control her liberties, by denouncing that, were she to 
continue in her disobedience, she would ^undoubtedly 
sin and offend." 

In the third place, while it is indisputably certain 
that St. Patrick had interfered in the matter, with his 
counsel and example, it is also clear that, so far from 
this counsel being imparted with the high authority 
which would secure implicit obedience, itdid not pos- 
sess that unmixed influence which might induce ge- 
neral attention ; for the northern Scots, and those of 
lona, Columba, Columbanus, Aidan, Finan, Colman, 
and others, rejected his cycle whatever it was ; and 
abided by their traditionary practices, although they 
were in themselves erroneous. Even with Cununian 
and the southerns, it was not the authority of Patrick 
or of Rome which made them change their custom ; 
for it was not until several years after his death, 
and agreeably with the exhortation, and not the com- 
mand of Pope Honorius, that they sent their dep^ 
tation to Rome, as the '^ head of cities,"* to see ' 



* The terms made use of. by Cammian, with 
Rome, are highly respectful, nay, deferential — she 19 
the ''bead of cities^ zM consolted as a mother hj h 
bat tbere is uo hint at her excluB&Ye vu^iramaBj 

'Apostolic Sea in tiia.f.inM\v raiA tA \m IKqaa oft 
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these thiDgs were considered by the Christian world ; 
and that, in consequence of their report that the 
Roman practice was that of Christendom, and of the 
conviction that it was reasonable, they adopted it ; 
as free members of an entirely independent church. 
Such is the tenor of this interesting letter of Cummian. 
We cannot but be surprised that a person of such 
eminence as St. Colman, the great leading advocate 
of the Scottish cause in this debate, should have been 
so much mistaken in the point of history upon which 
he relied — so erroneous in his reasoning while main- 
taining it — so pertinacious in his opinion, when 
refuted ; and some may be even tempted to maintain, 
that these hb failings tend to weaken, if not to 
neutralise, the effect of his other assertions. But it 
appears to me, that the more unreasonable, the more 
ang^9 the more obstinate the Irish party were, so 
much the more they manifested independence of 
Rome, jealousy of her interference, and abhorrence 
of that encroachment, which was now being attempted 
for the first time by her acute and judicious agent. 
Indeed Primate Ussher seems to consider it in this 
light, when he says (ch. viii.) that his countrymen 
^ were so far from submitting themselves to whatso- 
ever should proceed from Rome, they oftentimes 
itood out against it, when they had little cause so to 
do." The irritation and pertinacity was doubtless 
excessive, so as to be pregnant with proof, that 
some other hated innovations were greatly dreaded. 
Not iwly did Colman at once resign his ^^^ C3»^ Vaw- 

B«M^ JUeuodria and Antioch \uutA^— >^>^ V\& \^\Xa^ ^^ 
Itabirli /B/Uof e. 
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disfarne, and return homewards with the disgost 
monks of his party, but some of the Irish abided loi 
by their national practice ; and it was not until a. 
716, that the island of lona was persuaded to com 
it, through the instrumentality of Ecgbert, an Engli 
monk. We are even told, in the life of St Chr 
sostom,'*' that " certain clergymen," nvci Kkt/piKi 
" who dwelt in the isles of the ocean," repaired fre 
the utmost borders of the habitable world to Cc 
stantinople, between the years 842 and 847, wh 
Methudius was Patriarch there, to inquire " of ci 
'Uain ecclesiastical traditions, and the perfect ai 
'* exact computation of Easter.*' These islandc 
were, doubtless, from Wales, and from Ireland, f 
the plural term isles is used in the account." 

To return to the proofs of the Eastern origii 
the Irish Church. 

Mr. Moore, in his history, (vol. i, p. 297,) acki 
ledges the existence of ^* traces of connection, thr 
Greek and Asiatic missionaries, with the e 
but he considers them not to be sufficiently i 
rous, <* to prove more than a casual and occt 
intercourse with these regions." They are, ho 
very far more numerous, and much better 
indeed, than the instances which have been af 
of a similar intercourse with Rome, in tb 
remote period of time ; and some of them 
by abiding circumstances, a connection that 
merely casual or occasional. We have, be 
traces already alluded to m Ihe^T^ment o' 
tb€fge that are recorded b^ Y^sA^ Vn \ui 
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the profferred compromise of St. Austin to the 
British monks of Bangor. " If/* said he, "you would 
agree with Rome in the times of Easter, and the 
miiiistry of baptism, according to the Roman church, 
all your other ceremonies, rites, fashions, and cus- 
toms, though they he contrary to oursy yet we will 
willingljT suffer them." Here is a covering testimony 
to the anti-papal discipline of the Irish church, 
which it is known assimilated with that of the Bri- 
tons. Among these other ceremonies, &c., all of them 
eontrary to Roman custom, there are two that 
I shall especially mention as peculiarly Eastern — the 
mode of tonsure, and the liturgy ; — upon the latter of 
these I shall somewhat enlarge. 

"The liturgy,*' says Dr. Lanigan,* "of the old 

Soots or Irish, was brought into Ireland by St. 

Patrick, and was the only one observed during the 

first class of Irish saints, consequently, for above 100 

years after." " It has been said that it was originally 

the liturgy of St. Mark, the evangelist ;'* " that it 

was used by Gregory Nazianzen,** from whom it is 

traced to Germanus and Lupus, " the friends of St, 

Patrick, who received it from them." This mass 

Mntinned to be employed n the Irish church to the 

time of Gillebertus, the first papal legate in the 11th 

ttotury, together with other officers, but always exclu- 

lively of the Roman — this fact is placed beyoud 

contradiction by the legate himself, who tells us, in 

Ui book " de Usu Ecclesiastico," that he " has 

-•**»•«• "^.10, andxxxU.9. GMiia %\\tiv;^^ ^'w..^^^ 
f *i^ nteHHtoiw were contrary to theifYvo\© ^w\^>wv^wvfe^»\^%^ 
\ ^I^Bmmk oustoms^ as well In tbe maw a* m Vtv«a \.w«jsff^« 
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endeavoured to write out the canonical custom in 
saying the hours," &c^ ^^for the purpose of procur- 
ing, that the various and schismatical * orders, with 
which Ireland is bewildered, may yield to one Catho- 
lic and Roman office." St. Bernard in his life of 
St. Mai achy, (c. 2,) has told us, that this saint estab- 
lished the customs of Rome in all the churches ; and 
<< hence it is that, to this day, they chaunt and sing 
there at the canonical hours, according to the man- 
ner of the whole earth ; whereas before that this 
was not doncy not even in the city of Armagh itself.'f 
Previously to this the Irish used chiefly, but not 
alone, the Cursus Scotorum, handed down, either 
through St. Irenseus of Lyons, or in the manna 
above related by Dr. Lanigan, from the Eastern 
church. f< But,*' says this historian, << it must not be 
confounded with the liturgy usually called Galli- 
cana, or the Cursus Gallicanus." 

There are other material traces of this connec- 
tion, which, although they may not prove a continued 
intercourse with the East, testify to the emanation 
from thence of the first founders of Christianity in 
Ireland ; for they relate to the very principle of her 
establishment, and the machinery by which it was to 
be carried on and completed — the character of her 
episcopacy, and that of her monasteries and schools. 

* Dr. Lanigan (c. xxv., 10.) considers that Gilbert made 
too much noise about this; and that the use of different oiBces 
was quite allowable, and not at all connected with schism. 

f It would be tedious and unnecessary to detail all (hftft 
might be transcribed respecting l\\\& \\tnT^ \ U anffioes to 
prove that it was not Roman, and tOTelci \a V)da Xkio^AA^'^ 
Lanigan, on see. 9 and 10 of hia ^2ndo\i&^\AT>^t i^da tk*» 
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ipiscopacy of ancient Ireland was entirely 
n the model of that of the Eastern Church. — 
iber of bishops, for instance, was very great 
ind th^r sees proportionately small. St. 

in his life of Malachy, complains of it 
Mutabantur et multiplicabantur eptscopi pro 
3tropolitani, ita ut unus episcopatus uno 

contentus, sed singulse pen6 ecclesiae singu- 
•ent episcopos ;" — almost every church had 
ate bishop. Nennius informs us, that St. 
»rdained 365 of this order ; but the papal 
n, in the 11th century, it put the finishing 
he assimilation of the Irish Church to that 

was assiduous in reducing their number. 
8 notorious, that the measures of Cardinal 
;hat were proposed in the council of Kells, 
2 — ^^ decedent! bus choroepiscopis et exilium 
)iscopis in Hibernid," on the decease of the 
;copi and bishops of small Sees — of convert- 
cisting village bishoprics into rural deaneries, 
)wed up by Rochfort, bishop of Meath, a.d. 
he words of his Synod are that, from being 
y are to become] " capita decanatuum rura- 

heads of rural deaneries" — referring to 

Kells, Slane, Trim, and Dunshaughlin ; all 
were then]merged in the bishopric of Meath 

Concilia.) This diocese now comprehends 
t of such minor sees — (Ware's Bis. p. 138). 
»pointment to these Irish sees there existed, 
n to the 11th century, the Oriental pracUe* 
tary succession, of which Betn^^^ \ao«X %«^<i- 
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1 daily complains (Vit, Mai.) ** A most p< 

\ custom,** he says, " had gained strength by 

bolical ambition of some men in power, i 

sessed themselves of bishoprics by hereditari 

I sion ; nor did they suflter any to be put in 

\ for them, but such as were of those of t 

\ tribe or family : and this kind of execrable si 

I made no small progress, for fifteen general 

passed over in this mischievous custom, 

; primacy itself." Yet the appointment was 

[ tionally by election, and according to £ast< 

* tice ; thus Anselm, archbishop of Cai 

■ (Uss. Syl., p. 96,) in his letter addressed 

' chardach king of Ireland, about a. d. 110 

that he has been told, '* Episcopos in ter: 

passim eligi" * — ** That bishops in your 

every where elected." The testimony of 

confirms the fact, while it reconciles the 

contradiction by informing us, that the 

power proposed none for the election, wl 

entirely influenced, but persons of their own 

tribe. The elections were made by the king, c 

people, and the prelate consecrated by the 

Now these characters of primitive Irish ep 



* He adds—-*' et sine certo episcopatus loco, et a 
copo ordinari." 

t From the Ulster Annals, vol. iv., p. 386 — " El 
nobilibus clero et populo, ab epidcopis consecrabant 

Doctor O'Conor subjoins the following imports 

Mos hie eligendi episcopos extitit inter Hibernis 

a.Hque ad nostra tempora, at patet ex variis epial 

extantibus in Bibliothec^ Stoweiiae *, u^c >3Ai<viaiii y 
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the great number of bishops, their hereditary or 
family succession, yet appointment by election with- 
out reference to Rome, were all of them traces of 
Eastern origin ; and at all events undeniable evidence 
of the non-existence of papal connection in their 
commencement. 

The system of monachism in Ireland is confessedly 
oriental ; it is believed to have been imported first 
into Rome itself, a.d. 347, by St. Athanasius, taking 
refuge there from the persecution of the Arians in 
Egypt. The account given of this emigration by 
Gennadius, (de Scriptor. illust. c. 44) a writer that, 
according to Baronius, flourished before the year 
493, is rejected by Dr. Lanigan, but accredited by 
Dr. O'Conor (Proleg. i. p. 78). It is as follows :— 
Placuit nempe altissimo, ut St. Athanasius, ex 
Egypto pulsus ab Arianis, vitam monasticam, usque 
ad id tempus in occidente ignominiosam, Scotis, 
Attacottis, aliisque barbaris Romanum jmperium 
▼astantibus, S.S. Ambrosio et Martino opem feren- 
tiboa, propalaret ann. circ. 336." — It pleased the 
Most High, that St. Athanasius, driven by the 
Ariana from Egypt, should promulgate the monastic 
life, which was hitherto considered to' be ignominious 
in the West, to the Scots, the Attacotti," (both of 

toous profesti sant Episcopi Hiberni jus Episcopos eligenui 
•ibi es^Msioi eompeteret usque ad annum 1805. 

Caveaot Hiberni quomodo jura sua antiqua sinant sibi eripi. 
Ab OHO eoim passu facile progreditur ad alium ; et nova hsec, 
tl hactenos inaodita disciplina, semel instituta, difficile est 
qaio Eoelatiattica Libertas oiLnino pereat, el '^XmtVvcv^ ytln^waXa. 
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them inhabitants of Ireland,) ** and other barbarians 
wasting the Roman empire, about the year 336 ; 
the Saints Ambrose and Martin assisting." 

I shall not enter into a discussion respecting the 
authenticity or truth of this story ; nor investigate 
here whether Dr. Ledwich is justified in all that he 
relates of the order of CuideeSy or Mr. Moore in 
declaring their history to be entirely fabricated.* — 
There is no doubt of the existence in lona, and other 
foundations of St. Columbkille — at KeUs, at Durrow, 
and elsewhere in Ireland — of an order of monks, 
although he certainly does not call them Culdees, 
whose rules were of the Eastern fashion, and who 
were subject to a government quite at variance with 
the discipline of the Roman church. Bede, in writing 
of lona, expresses himself thus : — " Habere autem 
solet ipsa insula rectorem semper abbatem, Pres- 
byter um, cujus juri et omnis provincia, et ipsi 
etiam episcopi, ordine inusitato, debeant esse sub- 
jecti; juxta exemplum primi doetoris illius," (sc. 
St. Columbae,) ''qui non episcopus, sed presbyter 
extitit et monachus." — '' But this island has always 
for its governor the abbot, a presbyter, to whose 

* The fable of the Culdees, he gays, (Hist. ii. 62) "came 
forth from that same mint of fiction, which sent forth the fbrt^ 
counterfeit kings of Scotland ; being obviously invented 
provide for that series of imaginary monarchs, a w 
shadowy array of priesthood, under the denomination ( 
dees.'* Yet does Dr. Ledwich assert that the 3rd Book 
Ecc. Hist, of Bede " is principally employed in praise 
Culdees*' (p. 110.) The contradiction exists in the w' 
cation of a name. Bede's subject is the monaster 
Jbat be never once calls the moBkft C^^e««. ^«a 
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jurisdiction both the entire province^ and even the 
bishops themselves, by an unusual arrangement, 
should be subjected; according to the example of that 
first teacher," St. Columb, "who was not a bishop, 
but a priest or monk." This was the case not only 
in lona, but in every monastery founded by that 
saint ; over all of which that of lona, or Hy-Columb- 
kill, was the head, because that it contained the 
remains of the founder — " In quibus omnibus _idem 
monasterium insularum, in quo ipse requiescit 
corpore, principatum tenet." (See Bede, lib. iii. 
c. 4.) Yet is it an error to suppose that this estab- 
lishment was adverse to the episcopal form of 
government in the church, although it was adminis- 
tered therein aflter a manner altogether different from 
that of Rome ; for " Columba did acknowledge that 
bishops were necessary for ordaining others into the 
ministry, and always had one in his monastery, as 
Bishop Ussher tells us out of the Ulster Annals, 
Prim. 701 ;" and Bede records that bishops were 
ordained in this island, and sent forth from thence to 
spread the Gospel in England and elsewhere. Thus, 
he says, that agreeably to the desire of Oswald, king 
of Northumberland, " ab hdc ergo insuld, ab horum 
collegio monachorum, ad provinciam Anglorum insti- 
taendam in Christo, missus est Aidanus, accepto 
gradu episcopatus ; quo tempore eidem monasterio 
Segenius abbas et proesbyter proefuit ;" and again, 
"ipsum esse dignum episcopatu — ^mitti debere decer- 
DUDt, sicque ilium ordinatura misetuTil** ^^e^^,^^^- 
Hist. m. c. 4 and 6) And inhklifeot ^\.. OmJCs^^^^ 
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he informs os, while writing of the See of Lindisfanie 
(p. 16) that, although small, it *^ contains both a 
bishop and an abbot ;'^ and that they are all of them 
monks, and under the abbot's jurisdiction. 

Such is the character of these monasteries, entirely 
differing from those of Roman origin. Their rule 
of faith is certified, by Cotton, Spelman, Camden and 
Selden, to have been Egyptian, before Austin's arrival 
in 597** One very remarkable circumstance I must 
add respecting them, which savours much indeed of 
oriental prejudices ; and that is, the frequent choice 
of islands by their founders for their locality. 
Thus did the predecessors of the Irish monks 
congregate in the well-known islands of Canobus 
and Lerins, in the Mediterranean, in which kit 
Patrick is said to have spent some years of his youth. 
Their attachment to these islands was, no doubt, 
cherished by the fond associations which existed 
between these fit retreats for security, educatkm, 
and the meditating spirit, and the isle of Patniofl» 
where their principal apostle was favoured with his 
divine revelations. 

There is one very striking trace of Eastern connee- 
tion, not dubiously marked in tradition, but written is 
permanent letters — ^the advocates of the Romanists are 
not, I believe, in general, aware of its existence ; tod 
yet we produce it from a document which they have for 
centuries preserved, referred to ever with confidence 
and reverenced with peculiar veneration — the eete- 



> 
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brated Book of Armagh.* It contains a copy of the 
New Testament in Latin, written in general in the 
Irish character ; perhaps in the 7th, and certainly 
before the close of the ninth century. I shall not 
d »vell further upon this interesting MS. at present, 
than to state the following undoubted facts respect- 
ing its authenticity. This volume was, for a long 
time, the property of the metropolitans of Armagh ; 
preserved by them with such jealousy, that a family 
to whose custody it was entrusted, received the 
name of may^rf from the office, and oaths that were 
administered upon it were taken with a peculiar 
sanction. The mayers held eight townlands, called 
Bally-Mayer, (^AOft) from the see, for the perfor- 
mance of their duty, as guardians of the valued 
deposit. 

This book contains just as many words and letters, 
in Greek characters, as are sufficient to afford indis- 
putable proof of the existence of Eastern intercourse, 
and as many as, under the circumstances, might be 
expected to remain. It has the pater noster, written 
in the Latin language, and Grecian letter of a very 
ancient form ; and the names of the books are inscribed 
in that character at the tops of several pages. One 
instance of the use of this letter is remarkable. In 
the subscription to the Gospel of St. Matthew, where 

• An account of it will be found in Sir "W. Betham's Anti- 
quarian Researches. It is said to have been bestowed on the 
see of Armagh by Aldus, bishop of Sletty, who wrote it in the 
year 6^. 

f Mayer, or in Iriab, ^40tt9 ^gni&eake«^T. 
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the word "finitum" occurs, it is written thus, commenc- 
ing with the Greek letter 0— 0miYwjw / — althoogh the 
Irish possess, in capital and in small letter, a charac- 
ter conveying the full power of an f^ and equivalent 
to that of 0. We shall return to this subject. 

The historian, Dr. Lanigan, as has been already 
observed, argues thus — " If the Irish had been con- 
verted by missionaries from the East, how came it 
to pass, that the liturgy and every part of the church 
service were written in Latin ? " (EccL Hist. ii. 386.) 
The question is reasonable — it admits also the full 
force of this argument drawn from letters and from 
language. We have produced abundant reasons to 
explain why the Latin was the tongue used on these 
occasions ; and it is quite sufficient here to observe, 
that the Greek was clearly out of the question, as 
that language would be nowhere und^stood; whereas 
the Latin was universally so throughout the RomaD 
empire and its immediate neighboiu*hood. But this 
occurrence of Grecian letters in writing, while it 
deaionstrates that they were introduced into Ireland, 
and known there before the time when this book was 
written, exhibits just as much of the habit of employ- 
ing them as might reasonably be expected to be met 
with. It should be further observed, that, if any 
one be inclined to deny the great antiquity of this 
volume, and assign to it a more modern date, the effect 
will be to render more marked its testimoDy to the 
existence of Eastern influences ; for they most have 
been very strong and abiding, to eidvibit thus their 
symptoms at an increased diBtance oi ^oim^ 
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It is further remarkable^ that the Latin version of 
the New Testament contained in this book, di£Pers 
in many important readings from that of St. Jerome, 
or any of the existing Vulgate, or Italic translations. 
It is a version that seems to have been peculiar 
to Ireland. We possess some most ancient, and 
some particularly beautiful MSS.* copies of the Gos- 
pels, and some of the Epistles, in the Latin tongue ; 
in many such readings these native MSS. all 
agree ; exhibiting in them so far a discrepancy from 
the Romish church, and proving how incorrect is 
the assertion of Mr. Carew and Dr. Lanigan — that 
** until the beginning of the eighth century, the Irish 
read the old Vulgate, as it existed before the intro- 
duction of the corrections borrowed from St. Je- 
rome." This book,f for instance, does not contain 
the much-debated text of 1 John, v. of the three 
heavenly witnesses, the claim of which to authenti- 
city now rests so very much upon its existence in 
the Vulgate; and it agrees with our other Irish 
versions in the following particular passage : — ^The 
book called the Book of Dimma, now in the collec- 
tion of the University of Dublin, and which had 

* There are, in the library of the University of Dublin, 
the magnificent Boole of Kells, justly styled ** Totius Europse 
fuMi princeps ;*' the fine Book of Durrow — both of them 
said to have been written by St. Columbkille himself ; and 
the Book of Dimma ; all of them containing the same peculiar 
Latin version of the Gospels. An accurate collation of these 
is a great desideratum. 

f It is curious that it contains the Epistle of St. Paul to the 
LaodiceanB, with the following note . — ** Sed R\tuxraxcra& v^ssk 
we BNifl"— -^ Jerome denies it to ^>« ^«K^'%r 
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once been my property, possesses an additional verse 
in Mat. xxvii. which was very properly condemned 
as spurious in the Council of Vienne, (a. d. 1311) 
and does not appear in any Vulgate or Italic trans- 
lation now existing that I know o£. It occurs after 
the 48th verse — " Alius autem, accept^ lanceft, pu- 
" pungit latus ejus, et exivit aqua et sanguis" — 
" Another also, having taken up a spear, pierced his 
** side, and there came forth water and blood." The 
next verse relates the last exclamation of Jesus ; this 
verse, therefore, which represents that event as oc- 
curring before his death, is deservedly rejected. 
This is but one example, among many that occur, 
of renderings that are peculiar to these manuscript 
volumes. 

There existed also several passages in the ancient 
national version of the Old Testaqient, as well as of 
the New, which exhibited not only a great dis- 
crepancy from Rome, but an assimilation to the East ; 
they are preserved in the numerous quotations from 
the Bible, in which the accredited existing works of 
St. Patrick, and other ancient writers of our country 
abound. They come nearer to the Greek of the 
Septuagint, in the Old Testament, than to any of 
the translations of Italy. Many of these, with ob- 
servations on them by Archbishop Ussher, will be 
found in his first chapter on the " Religion of the 
Ancient Irish** — it is not perhaps generally known 
how frequently they occur in these primitive writ- 
ings* It must be added that St. Patrick, in hh 
confession^ distinctly quotes ftomV)iCL<^\^*c^^¥idb- 
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siasticusy as if it were divinely inspired — ^' £t iterum 
spiritus testator" — "and again the Spirit beareth 
witness" — are his words; but that book, although 
it be now registered as canonical by the Romish 
church, was probably not so in the time of St. 
Patrick; at least it was excluded from the canon 
of St. Jerome in the fourth century. v 

Let us now conclude with picturing to ourselves ^ 
some individual living in those times, some Romanist 
ecclesiastic for instance, visiting Ireland from Eng- 
land. Were he commissioned from the pope himself, 
he would not be permitted to exercise his ministry 
without producing a kind of clerical passport, ac- 
cording to the ancient canon of St. Patrick, (the 33rd) 
that "a clergyman, who comes over to us from 
Britain without a letter, shall not exercise his 
ministry," &c. Let us suppose then, that after the 
delivering of his credentials to the abbot of the 
monastery where he visits — a presbyter, whose head 
is shorn with the semicircular, and not the coronal 
tonsure — he finds his host preparing for the ce- 
lelHration of Easter Sunday on the morrow ; a feast 
which he had just kept on the preceding Sabbath 
with those of his own communion in England. The 
next day, he accompanies his good brother to his 
cathedral, and sees him assume, though but a pres- 
byter, the supreme authority there. The service 
proceeds, and the ancient litany of St. Mark, not 
the Roman, is said or sung, the laity all joining in 
the diamit; he reads from a new version of the 
Scnptorei^ Id which several of ihe ^oi^ wAVXX^^ 
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and the Pater Noster, are written in the Greek cha- 
racter. The preacher of the day quotes, as inspired, 
a book that is not admitted as such by the 
canon of his church ; and when he expects to be 
invited, as a brother, to the table of the Lord's 
Supper, he finds that << it is the manner to hold the 
faith and religion of the English in no account at all, 
nor to communicate with them any more than with 
the pagans ;"* (Bede Ecc. Hist. ii. 20) and that they 
would not even '' open their minds to them on matters 
of Christian knowledge." Uninvited to spiritual 
communion, and meeting with no sympathy whatso- 
ever in his religious views, or Romish exercises, he 
walks abroad in order to beguile the time^ and makes 
some inquiries about the strange people among whom 
he is sojourning. He finds that the abbot himself is 
under the spiritual subjection of a presbyter, the 
abbot of the island of lona ; that the bishop of the 
district is so too (Bede Ecc. Hist. 1. iii. c. 4, 5.) He 
is informed that many of this episcopal order have 
been elected in hereditary succession, but still elected; 
and that many thus chosen have been sent forth, 
without any other authority or approbation, even to 
his own native province, from that extraordinary isle — 

* See a letter of Aldhem, to Geratlus, king of Cornwall, 
(Reea' Welch Saints, p. 311) in which he complains of the 
Welch — ^that they not only adhered to the tonsure and cycle, 
or time of Easter ; but ** doe exceedingly abhorr communion 
<< with us**^ (the English) ; ** insomuch that they will not join 
'* in prayer with us in the church, nor enter into communioD 
'' with 125 at the table ; they refuse to give us the kiase of 
^^ pious fraternity." The passage itom Bede U. 20, shows la^ 
that tbia sternness was equally ]}Tac\Aaed\>^ >^e\:fiaS^\Si3ifidr- 
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(** ordine inusitato.") He observes the number of 
bishops to be considerable and their sees to be but 
small. He witnesses also some peculiar ceremonies, 
specially in the mode of baptism ; observes that the 
clergy have their wives and their children ; and, 
being versed In Ecclesiastical History, he is struck 
with the many traces of Eastern connection that are 
thus manifested around. He is even reminded, by 
the insular situation of several of the monasteries, 
of the isle of Patmos ; and, by the seven churches 
that are clustered around so many of them, of those 
in the Apocalyptic vision of St. John. These curious 
coincidences, not all of them obvious, or any 
of them decisive of themselves, appear to him to 
be remarkable, when combined and considered in 
connection with all that he has read or heard; 
and he justly and decidedly concludes, that this 
Irish church, which flourishes thus so independently, 
must be of Eastern descent ; for it exhibits no 
symptoms whatsoever of an orthodoic connection with 
that of Rome, not even by the existence of relics or 
images within the cathedral, or of celibacy out of it. 
Yet, although he condemns the violence with which 
the innovating errors of Rome are protested against 
by these schismatics, he holds not against them the 
doctrine of exclusive salvation — ^it was not yet holden 
by his own church. On the contrary, remarking in the 
Irish Church, her scriptural schools, and her saints, 
their learning, and their hallowed walk ; perceiving 
them to be men, indeed, who << observed only thos.^ 
woriui of piety and charity whicVi t]i[ifty coxsXdiX^^rck va. 
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the prophetical, evangelical, and apostolical writings,'* 
and were '^ diligent to perform the works of faith, 
and godliness, and love, according to the manner 
used by all holy men," (Bede iii. 5, 4,) he gene- 
rously testifies on his return, as lonas (Life of 
Colombanus, c. 1,) did of Ireland, that << It was a 
nation, that, although without such laws as govern 
other people, flourished in the vigour of Christian 
doctrine, so as to exceed the faith of the neighbouring 
nations." 

To return to the argument, let me now mquire — 
against the evidences of ancient tradition and 
authentic writings, continued through and preserved 
by Roman Catholics only, which we have detailed, 
as testimonies of the Eastern origin of the Irish 
Church, what have the Romanists to produce of un- 
doubted authenticity, to found or maintain her claim 
to that honour ? Not even the traces of an early 
connexion, << casual or occasional" — nothing but bold 
and dogmatic assertion, the browbeating and silencing 
declaration — " I have said it" — ^proclaimed with all 
authority for the last ten centuries. 

Having, therefore, demonstrated the truth, and 
indeed shown it to be almost universally admitted, 
that Christianity was brought into Ireland many 
years before the usually alleged time of St. Patrick's 
first arrival in that country, and proved that neither 
he, or any other person, first introduced it as an 
emissary from Rome ; having, also, dwelt upon the 
docaments and traditions that attribute it to tiie 
mjsslonariea of the Eastern and G«Sk)ii^Oi>ttOQS9K\\ 
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shall proceed to consider the facts that throw light 
upon the mission of that saint, its origin, and effects ? 

It will, perhaps, be expected that, after so much 
having been said of what St. Patrick was notj some 
account should be given, or conjecture at least pre- 
sented, of who he really was, or whence he originally 
came — some arguments of his existence afforded, to 
prevent the reasoning against the truth of his Roman 
commission from impugning the entire of his story — 
some answer given to this reasonable question ; if he 
was truly the apostle of the Irish and not an emissary 
of the Pope, from whence did he derive his authority, 
or receive his commission ? It was necessary, in the 
first instance, under the circumstances of the case, 
to maintain the double negative, that neither St. Pa- 
trick or the primitive Irish church had any connection 
vrith Rome ; and it was also convenient to exhibit 
the strong proofs that exist, that her origin was 
Eastern and Galilean, and of far greater antiquity 
than that which is usually assigned to the first visit 
of St. Patrick, A.D. 432 ; for from these principally 
I feel compelled to the decided opinion, that this ce- 
lebrated person was himself a remarkable channel 
for conveying evangelical truth from this very stream, 
and watering Ireland with its blessings. 

In bringing forward the powerful argument of 
four hundred years of silence on the subject of Pa- 
trick's "connection with Rome, I cautiously applied it 
to that point alone, because, as unconnected with that 
city, bis name occurs in very early letters of V^<^\!gs. 
the elder and younger Cumiii\a\i m \Xv^ %^N%wV>ci ^««v- 
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tury ; he is mentioned by^ Adamnanus^ Bede, St. 
Fiech, and others, within three centuries of his era. 
And above all, and what puts the fact of his eminence 
as well as that of his existence beyond all doubt, 
mention is made of him in two of our most ancient 
and authentic MSS. — ^the Book of Kells, and the 
before-mentioned Book of Armagh. This latter 
invaluable document, written about the year 700, 
contains — besides the confession of St Patrick, his 
life by Tirechan, &c. — ^the following entry in the 
24th page in reference to the confession, at the end 
of which it is written— * Hue usque volumen quod 
Patricius manu conscripsit sud" — '^ so far the volume 
which Patrick wrote with his own hand.'' It then 
records his death in the following words — " SeptimA 
decimd Martis die translatus est Patricius ad coeW 
— " on the 17th of March, Patrick was translated to 
the heavens.'* To these abundant evidences, we 
must add the testimony of tradition ; especially that 
already urged, and which exists in the nomenclature 
principally of cathedrals, abbies and ecclesiastical 
establishments, many of them upwards of a thousand 
years old. 

But from whence did this celebrated personage 
transfer into Ireland the Gospel which he preached? 
If at all, and no Irishman will permit this to be 
questioned, it must surely have been from Rome, or 
from the East — ^through the Western, or through the 
Oriental channel. If not from Rome, it must have 
been from the other source. We perceive then aft 
once the value of our negative xe^^omii^) %sd how | 
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substaDtially it lays the foundation of the positive 
assertion that 

St. Patrick was a Member of the early 
GallicaN) and of the Eastern Church. 

To commence with the place of his birth. It is 
contended for by many, and among others by Dr. 
Lanigan and Mr. Moore, that it was Boulogne-sur- 
Mer, in the province of Bretagne, in France. But 
this is very doubtful. It is of far greater conse- 
quence, and a truth that is admitted by all, that he 
spent many years of his youth, and received his early 
education, in Gaul ; although, as to particulars, the 
usual diversities of opinion exist. He is most gene- 
rally supposed to have received his first instruction 
from a maternal uncle, St. Martin of Tours ; and I 
cannot feel that it requires any great exercise of faith 
to believe the connection, evidenced as it is by so 
many authorities of all ages, and made probable by 
the drcumstance already recorded, of the existence in 
the same book — the Book of Armagh and of St. 
Patrick— -of the confession of that saint, and the 
life of St. Martin by Sulpicius Severus. Again, 
on this subject of his early pupilage, it is said to 
have been completed under Germanus, Bishop of 
Auxerre^ with whom he is supposed to have studied 
18 years ; and the ancient hymn of Fiech declares, 
that a great part of his youth was spent in the mo- 
nastary of St. Lerins, an island of the Mediter- 



Ifoft mtereatjDg evidences of t\ua C3it\V\e.vci ^o\^- 



98 ST. PATRICK OP THE EASTERN CHURCH. 

nection are afforded by the Irish historians^ thai 
are entirely reconcilable with that general tenor oi 
history, which records the repeated incursions of the 
Picts and Scots upon the paralysed extremities of the 
Roman empire in Britain, and their following even 
of its retiring armies through Graul. Our annals inform 
us of this latter fact in the instances of Irish kings — 
that Nial* of the nine hostages lost his life in mie 
such foray on the banks of the Loire ; and that Dathi, 
his successor, was killed in another, and his army dis- 
persed by storm and lightning among the Alps. It is 
further said, that in one of these Patrick was taken 
as a prisoner by Nial, and by him brought over 
to Ireland; where he underwent that captivity, 
which he is acknowledged to have for many years 
endured. 

It is also recorded that he afterwards visited 
Gaul, and was there ordained by some bishop of that 
nation ; and that, returning to Ireland, he brought 
over from thence many peculiar ceremonies of the 
Eastern church; — but, previously to the dwelBng 
upon these, I must add the testimony which the 
apostle in his own writings affords to this eaify 
Gallican connection, and perhaps to his birth in GaoL 
In his confession he expresses his desire to visit hk 
Gallican brethren — " Gallicos fratres meos." These 
persons were his brethren in the flesh — his fellov- 
countrymen— or his spiritual brethren. I am ooii> 
tented with either of these interpretations, ^ f 

^Heating's History ot lre\wi^,^.^\^. 
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equally tend to the point at which I would arrive ; 
and they both of them suit with Patrick's claim, 
already noticed, which he makes to the Galli as 
being of his community, where, in his letter to 
Coroticus, he alludes to them as <<civibus meis.'' 
These Gallican relations are mentioned in the most 
authentic lives of St. Patrick ; but it is so difficult to 
rely on them, that I would confine myself on this 
head to the evidence of our apostle, afforded in his 
works ; and shall merely refer for some interesting 
mattor respecting it, to Mr. Petrie's Essay on the 
Round Towers of Ireland. — (Trans. R.I.A., Vol. 
XX. p. 164.) 

Such are the proofs which establish, even from his 
iufancy, a connection between St. Patrick and ancient 
Gaul — they consist of his probable birth in that 
country ; his certain education, his ultimate ordina- 
tion, there ; the existence of his kindred in the place, 
admowledged by himself, and recorded by all who 
reLsXe his history ; the fact of his having been 
taken thence a captive in his early youth, with the 
other circumstances already detailed — add to these 
that it is a truth that is almost universally admitted 
by history and tradition. 

Yet still it may be alleged, that this demonstration 
of the existence of a Gallican church, and St. 
Patrick's being of it, does not impugn the doctrine 
of his ultimate connection with Rome, and rather 
brings us nearer to Italy and the Papal communion ; 
but we have seen that Patrick, in his letter to Goto- 
ticui» where he mentions two d\&\.viic\. \^q^\%:^ ^^ 
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Christians existing in Ireland — ^the Gallican and the 
Roman — makes claim to the former as that to which 
he belonged : and it is clear that, whoever were his 
teachers, they formed no link between him and Rome, 
for all his ceremonies, rules, and discipline, were of 
decidedly Eastern character; and, whatever might 
possibly have been the tendencies and influences of 
some of them, he as steadily abided by the practices 
of his oriental mother, as his spiritual progeny in 
Ireland is said to have abided by his in after- 
times. 

Writing of the paschal system. Dr. Lanigan says, 
that our apostle " merely delivered it to the Irish 
churches, according as he had found it followed 
in some parts of Gaul ;" and again, the same histo- 
rian asserts, of the ancient liturgy of St Mark, that it 
"was brought into Ireland by St. Patrick,**— either 
such as was used by Germanus and Lupus, Galli- 
can bishops, "the friends of St. Patrick, who received 
Jtfrom them;" or such as, according to Villaneuva 
(Opus. S. Pat., p. 28), he learned it from Martin of 
Tours ; or, as Ussher supposes, he was first taught 
it in the monastery of St. Lerins. It is said, of the 
tonsure of the Irish, that he introduced the fashion 
of it among them, ^' with all their other ecclesiastical 
rules and usages." — (Moore, Vol. I. p. 283.) The 
monastic system of the ancient Hibernians is also 
asserted, by Probus and others, to have been of hi0 
introduction. Now these — the time of celebratiiiS 
Easter, the peculiar office, the mode of tonsure^ tbe 
monastic rule — are aU of t\iemac\axo^\fc^'|ga^\»\afi»^ 
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been purely Eastern in their character, as they were 
practised by the Irish. 

It will be admitted as a fair conclusion, that what- 
ever circumstances tend to establish the fact of the 
oriental origin of our church, must be allowed to 
prove that its principal founder was of the Eastern 
communion. To these, therefore, I shall again refer 
(see p. 64, &c.) ; and merely add that, whether we 
believe or not the allegations of Mr. Petrie — and 
they appear to me to be well established by proof — 
that many of the numerous small churches that are 
to be found in Ireland are coeval with the age of 
St. Patrick ; one thing is certain, that their diminutive 
size and grouping in clusters establish the fact, that 
their model, in these points of view at least, is purely 
oriental. The congregations of the Eastern church 
were multiplied, and therefore small ; and their 
bishops were many in proportion to the number of 
churches. We have already dwelt upon this point ; 
it enables us, without much difficulty, to admit as 
truth the paradox of the historian Nennius, that St. 
Patrick ordained three hundred and sixty-five bishops 
and three thousand presbyters in Ireland. This fact, 
asserted in a.d. 850, whether it be exaggerated or 
not, casts an oriental hue over the entire of the mi- 
nistry of our apostle, who first gave to our church 
tlie plan . of those chapels of small dimensions, so 
eridently borrowed from the East. I have already 
pointed out the circumstantial evidence of an Eastern 
origin, which is afforded by tbe iTec\V3Lfcw\. ^ovx^w;^^ 
^^ these foundations of St. Patrick «a^ \v\% c,wv\-^^sv- 
Po^dties into seven churches, and \>^ \\vm ^«»5C\o% 
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them in islands* — all savoring of an association 
with the memory of St. John. 

It does, therefore, appear probable, that St. Patrick 
formed one great link in .the chain that united the 
apostle St. John with Colmnba, in the manner that 
is testified by Colman, and is recorded by Bede ; 
and it is also probable that it was he that trans- 
planted, from the church of St. Irenseus of Lyons, 
the scion which afterwards flourished so prosper- 
ously under his culture in Ireland. We can, upon 
this conjecture, well understand, why he is not espe- 
cially mentioned by name in the controversy at 
Whitby. He is not noticed there by the Scottish 
advocate, who quotes only the names of St. John 
and of Columba, the first and last great person- 
ages in the series ; and of course be is omitted by 
Wilfired, whose object was to innovate on all that 
had been previously established, and to slight all 
those who had been hitherto revered in our islands. 
We are thus enabled to reconcile the fact of this 
silence with that of St. Patrick's existence ; and even 
the obstinacy of Colman with the received opinion, 
that the Irish abided pertinaciously by their customs, 
because they had received them from St. Patrick. 
By no other supposition than that, of his having been 
the channel through which these venerated and 
oriental practices had been conveyed to them, <r 
these contradictions be reconciled; while the d 

* This coz^ecture, put forth in my first published wor' 
this subject, upwards of twenty years 4%o, has, I fir 
occurred to the Dean of Ardagli. ^e^ "Ixf^MMi 
Cburcb/* p. 48. 
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trine of his commission from Rome only tends to add 
to their number, and to increase the difficulties with 
which they abound. 

Another argument in support of his oriental ori- 
gin may be drawn from this circumstance, that all 
that we meet with in those ancient documents that 
bring us into connection with Patrick, is stamped 
with some Eastern mark. Thus, in his confession and 
other genuine works, he quotes, as we have already 
noticed, from a version of the Bible more akin to the 
Septuagint than to the Vulgate ; and his inspired 
Scriptures vary much from those of Rome, both in 
respect to her canon and translation ; while the use 
of the Greek letters in the Book of Armagh seems, 
of itself, to determine the question. This book is, 
no doubt, much more modern than the era of our 
saint ; but it was the book of his cathedral, and had 
been partly copied from an autograph volume of his 
own. It contains his confession, his life, the life of 
his uncle St. Martin, and therefore is peculiarly his 
book. In this MS. the use of the Greek letters 
is unnecessarily continued, and where they are 
not in the least required for either ornament or elu- 
cidation. The instances are such as Kaia instead 
of " secundum" at the top of many of the pages ; 
innumerable capitals every where interspersed, 
the entire pater noster in the Greek letters, but 
Latin tongue; and most especially the following 
entry on the last folio of the book, at the end of the 
epistle to Aurelius from Sulpicius Se;Nei:\SL%> \Xv^ \svQr 
grapber of St Martin of Tours; — 
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*' Hep uaprivi Cv<fi<t>pa<^ui CUMVU. AcwpeKop ANM vr 

UiicTji CATTievTiAe aidNct AiviVA uwepa.** ^ Per Mar- 
tini Suphphragia Summum Deprecor Dnm ut Wk& 
Sapientiae Donet Dirina M unera.'' *^ Through the 
intercession of Martin^ I supplicate the Lord, to be- 
stow on me the divine gifts of wisdom." 

This appeal to the intercession of St. Martin here, 
may prove that this entry is not of primitive anti* 
quity — but it is very ancient ; and it is not to be 
omitted, that the occurrence of Greek letters in an 
entry so tinctured with a Romanist hue> renders the 
evidence they afford of the orientality of our native 
church more positive and unquestionable. 

There are some recorded facts which put it beyond 
a doubt, that St Patrick was an apostle of Columba's 
peculiar chiurch — the Church of the Scots — ^that 
church which Colman traces from the latter to St 
John; and even that he was a predecessor, and 
teacher, and spiritual father of Columba's inunediate 
ancestors. The elder Cummian, a biographer of 
this celebrated personage, wrote his life about the 
year 596. His information is remarkable, it is as 
follows: — ^'Patricius namque, primus Hibemis apoih 
tolus, avum proavumque" Columbse, "Fergosiua 
nemp6 et Conallum, benedixit" — "For Patrick 
the first apostle of Ireland, blessed his grandfatbc 
and great-grandfather — ^to wit, Fergus and Conall 
This he did in his character of " Pater civium," i 
tributed to him by some; or of "Papa," conferred 
him by the younger Cumxm«ii\ or in that of " Mas 
of^the Scots" — "MagistTi ScoU«vflii' — ^^\ts^>ik 
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culiarly styled in that most ancient and interesting 
MS. the Antiphonarium Benchorense, which formerly 
belonged to i\e monastery of Columbanus at Bobbio, 
and is now in the Ambrosian Library of Milan. 
The connection between these two eminent saints is 
further confirmed, by a casual notice that occurs in 
the second preface to Adamnanus' Life of Columba ; 
where, in making mention of Brito, a holy Hibernian, 
who is said to have foretold Columbkijle's future re- 
nown, he calls him ^' a disciple of St. Patrick the 
bishop" — " S. Patricii episcopi disci] )ulus." 

There is, indeed, in the magnificent Book of Kells, 
which is in the Library of our College — a book to 
which I have already referred — an ancient entry 
which decides the fact, that Patrick was a highly 
venerated saint of the Columban church. This 
book was written by Columbkille himself, — it is so 
recited in the following passage, extracted out of 
the annals of the Four Masters, ad annum 1006: — 
** Evangelium magnum Columbae CiUe, a fure abla- 
tom nocte ex sacro domo inferiori ecclesiae lapideae 
magnse Cellensis — ^prsecipua reliquia sacra juramento- 
nim occidentalis mundi fuit ista, propter honorem 
^ns scriptoris sapientis — et inventum est post xx. 
Doctes et duos menses, postquam furte ablatum fuis- 
tet ejus aurum;et cespitibus involutum." "The great 
Gospel of Columb Kill, stolen by night from the 
sacred house of the great stone church of Kells — 
this was the principal sacred relic for swearing on 
of the Western world, in honour of its learned «iCxvVk^ 
— Mnd it was found after twenty m^\& wA v«^ 
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months, after that its gold was stolen away ; 
covered with turf." That this book was co< 
with him can scarcely be doubted by any pei 
acquainted with ancient handwriting; however su] 
ficially viewed, it presents internal evidences of 
remotest antiquity. It is a copy of the four gospe! 
the Latin tongue, and is written in finely formed mi 
letters of the Irish character — ^it is not the vul{ 
translation. It is preceded by many entries ; anc 
the last page of these is one that is very remariLal 
it is thus— '< Rogo beatitudinem tuam. See Yresl 
Patrici, ut quicunque hunc librum manu tenui 
meminerit Columbse scriptoris, qui hoc scripsi | 
met evangelium, per xii. dierum spatium." — ** 1 
seech your blessedness, holy Presbiter Patrick, ' 
whosoever may hold this book in his hand, may 
member Columba the writer; who wrote [ ] gos 
in 12 days space of time." 

It is much to be r^retted that we camiot de 
mine whether or not the word '' scrips!'' be folio* 
by the letter t ; and whether, therefore, the soppl 
tion be in the first or third person ; in other wo 
whether it be made by Columba himself or in 
behalf. Some excellent judges incline to think 
writing to be the same as that of the rest of the In 
and of course coeval with Columba, and all a| 
that it is nearly so ; — ^but the fact of the invocai 
indicates an era somewhat later than that of St. 
lumbkille. 

This entry would afibrd an interesting sobject 
discassioD, but I shall not mtEodixj^cft \\. bcxe \ 
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whether it be of Colamba's or a later age, it affords 
a decisive proof of the universal veneration in which 
St. Patrick was holden, in the Irish church, by Co- 
lumba and his disciples. 

These, then, are the reasonings with which I 
would follow up the proofs of St. Patrick's connec- 
tion with Gaul, in order to show further that, through 
tliat medium, he was also connected with the Eastern 
church — that he formed the principal link of union 
between it and the independent Irish church of Co- 
Inmba and of Colman, of Columbanus and of Cum- 
mian, of lona and the Scots of ancient Ireland. 

In conclusion, when once we disunite Patrick from 
Rome, we commence to arrive at something tangible 
concerning him ; we can give him a local habita- 
tion and a name in the Ibemo-Gallican church, 
and ^us procure some promising clue to the mazes 
of his legend. Without this process, he must be 
ranked rather with the St Andrew of Scotland, the 
St. George of England, the St. Denys of France; 
boty through it, he may take his just station as the 
first great apostle of our native church, although not 
perhaps its actual founder. I consider that, as he 
was the friend of Columba's great-grandfather, the 
period of his arrival here, a.d. 432, which is gene- 
rally acquiesced in, cannot be far wrong ; and it is 
a date that agrees well with his Gallican connec- 
tions, which we have every reason to believe have 
their foundation in the truth. 

It is ronarkable that, according to this theory of 
Vtttiiek, we can account for his aucceiBA^^sA^^ 
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failures of Palladius. He came over id all the sim- 
plicity and divine authority of a primitive aposde of 
his meek and lowly master — Palladius was accom- 
panied with all the pomp and drcamstance of a 
missionary from Rome. This difference has been 
remarked and dwelt on ; but this is not the place to 
urge it further — already have I ventured upon con- 
jecture* beyond what I originally intended. 

Independence of the Irish Church, and 

ITS rejection of THE SUPREMACY OF BOME. 

Having endeavoured to refute the first great 
dogma of the Romanists, that ''the Irish Church 
was founded by a Pope," to exhibit its oriental ori- 
gin, and to demonstrate that its greatest Apostle was 
not even in connection with Rome, but was himsdf 
a missionary from some branch of the primitife 
Eastern Church, I shall proceed to show that, od 
whatever side the truth lies on these points, its 
founders did not hold the doctrines of the presait 
Roman Catholics, as defined and promulgated by 
the Council of Trent. 

This is the principal issue after all ; for, at this 

* The lives of St. Patrick are so replete with fiction, aai 
the contradictions respecting him are so yery nnmeroBS aai 
irreconcilable, that I have endeavonred to depend miliily o* 
the testimony he himself affords ns in his genuine writingi; 
bnt, as I have not, with confidence, alluded to more than tint* 
of these, I shall find it necessary to state my liiii— 

Bhortly in an Appen^x, and to take a slight review of Mr 

aatbenticity and character. 



INDEPENDENCE OF THE IBISH CHUKCH. 109 

distance of time — more than fourteen hundred years 
from the alleged arrival of St. Patrick in Ireland — it 
is of little comparative importance whence the bless- 
ings of Christianity were introduced into this island. 
The doctrines likewise which at that remote era 
were inculcated throughout Christendom, whether 
Western or Eastern, were as yet untainted with that 
error which, in two centuries after, was spreading 
widely over the face of the Catholic Church, and so 
obscured its genuine features, as to require the rough 
cleansing of the Reformation to restore in it the 
pristine likeness to that Word of God, from which it 
originally emanated, and to which it strictly assimi- 
lated at its birth. 

The most material of these doctrines is that which 
affects the rule of faith, and fixes an authority by 
which such religious doubts are to be removed, and 
differences reconciled, as will occur in a world which 
has fallen as much from original intelligence, as from 
primidve purity. This brings us, therefore, back 
again> in a great degree, to the question of the real 
mother church of the land ; and compels us to deny 
and to contend against that other Romanist dogma, 
80 often advanced by the papal, and refuted by the 
Protestant, advocates — and now again declared, with 
much confidence, by Doctor Rock (p. 6) — that <' from 
its very beginning, through all ages to the present 
time» the Irish Church has been closely united to 
Rome ; and, while it has acknowledged, has also paid 
obedifiDce to, the papal supremacy.*' 

The assertion of Lord John ManneiS) m^<^ m^^ 
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House of CommoDS, and which it is the object of the 
Doctor to refute, was, that the Irish Church ^* was 
for hundreds of years independent of Rome ; and it 
was not till an English king conquered Ireland, that 
the supremacy of the Pope was acknowledged by it* 
The all^ation of the Romanist is entirely founded 
in error ; that of the Protestant is not altogether ac- 
curate, for there was an intermediate era betwera 
that in which the Irish was entirely independent of 
the Pope, and did not pay the least ** obedience to 
the papal supremacy" — on the contrary, rejected it 
with unquestionable decision — and the time when 
an English king invaded (not conquered) Ireland; 
when the death-blow was given to the long-declining 
independence of the Irish Church, and the Pope was 
proclaimed sole successor to the long divided supre- 
macy. 

The facts relating to the connection of.Ireknd 
with Rome cannot ever be clearly understood, milefls 
we commence with a distinct division of our ecdesi- 
astical history into these three eras. The foil inde- 
pendence of our native church, and the full supremacy 
of the Romish in our isle, could never have coexisted ; 
but, as they did not abruptly succeed to each other, 
there was a long transition state of many oentories, 
in which the encroachment of the latter upon the 
former was uninterrupted but gradual. These three 
eras — of perfect independence, of papal encroach- 
ment, and of universal subjection to the snpremaqr 
of Rome — are very decidedly marked by events fl 
the undoubted history oi the lx\&\i ^busch. 
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be demonstrated that^ until the year 600, she enjoyed 
a complete freedom from all foreign interference 
whatsoever ; that, from that time to the period of the 
Synod of Cashel, a.d. 1172, she maintained it, al- 
though chequered with the continued usurpations of 
the supreme pontiff; but that from that year she 
acquiesced entirely in his claims — ^for the very few 
straggles that she might have afterwards made 
against them, are so slight as not to deserve the name 
of nationaL 

I have chosen for the limits of this intermediate 
age^ the year 600 and the year 1 172 ; the latter ob- 
viously, because it is the date of the celebrated Synod 
above-mentioned; the first, or a.d. 600, for many 
reasons — principally because that at that time Austin, 
the papal emissary, first arrogated for the Romish 
see a supreme authority over the British Church ; 
and, in the year 606, the Emperor Phocas first con- 
ferred upon the Pope himself the title of Universal 
Bishop, which Gregory I. had but a few years before 
denoimoed as a symptom of Antichrist, when as- 
fomed by the Patriarch of Constantinople. (Epist. 
td Maur. Ub. III. £p. 62, et ad Theod. III. Ep. 65, 
ke.) Again, the year 600 very nearly synchronises 
with the time from whence, as it is stated in the an- 
deiit catalogue of saints, a great degree of d^eneracy 
hi the national church had set in ; and further, that 
was also the age of Columbanus, whose heart 

I half with Rome, and who was the first of our 
nativef of influence that acquiesced in any of her 
nptions of pre-eminence, and tYra&\eN^ei^\iivci^ 
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of the ancient obstructions to her silent and p 
vering encroachments. 

It is sufficiently obvious, that the only proper 
of refuting this assumption of the Romanists is 
examining into its truth as it regards the fin 
these great eras, a period of 170 years from 
allied arrival of St. Patrick in Ireland ; for i 
the course of that long time, not a trace of her 
pendence and acknowledgment of papal supreu 
appear, the dogma is fundamentally false, an< 
evidence of subsequent subjection can establisl 
To that earliest period I shall, therefore, chiefly 
fine myself; yet not exclusively, for there are 
cumstances in the history of the papal encroaehna 
of later days, which confirm still more strongl) 
fact of original independence. 

To repeat the proposition for the truth of w 
I now contend, in order that it may be diatinctl} 
derstood ; it is this— 

We learn, from all the documents connected 
the early and authentic history of the Irish Chi 
that it was perfectly independent of Rome until 
after the arrival of Austin in Britain ; that the sj 
of Whitby, a.d. 6G4, found it so; that in it i 
advanced the first public pretensions of the Pof 
spiritual authority over it, on an occasion that 
trivial indeed, but which, from its importance in | 
ciple, gave rise to a struggle that lasted half a 
tury more. At length the good fortune and pers 
ranee of Home prevailed; and from thenceforth 
has enlarged her border on «ver^ \sEN^ttd« In 



INDEPENDENCE OF THE IBI8H CHURCH* 113 

dark night of ignorance that followed the Danish 
devastations, her stealthy strides were more unno- 
ticed and more efficient ; yet was there a sufficient 
remnant of pristine liberty existing in the national 
churchy to require for its destruction that last dread 
blow of the synod of Cashel, by which it was ulti- 
mately prostrated at the foot of the Italian pontiff, 
by the combined influence of Ireland's first British 
prince, and Rome's only English pope. 

Long before the supposed period of St. Patrick's 
arrivaly and in the year 381, a regulation had been 
made, at the council of Constantinople — ** part of the 
second canon of that council — ^by which it is decreed, 
that the churches without the Roman Empire are to 
be administered according to the traditionary cus- 
toms of their fathers." I quote the version of Dr 
Lanigan, (Hist iL pp. 271-2, and 290,) who 
afibrds in it his authority for asserting, that the privi- 
leges of this canon were claimed for the Irish church, 
(which was not within the limits of that Empire,) in 
that celebrated letter of St. Columbanus to Pope Gre- 
gory Ly in which he requests that he may not be 
^annoyed by the Galilean clergy" of the Romish 
dnirch, on account of his peculiar observance of 
Sifter; and ** requests to be allowed to follow the 
Inditions of his elders, if it be not contrary to faith." 
'*We ask," he says, <<for peace and ecclesiastical 
Uity, such as that which St. Polycarp maintained 
Hith Pope Anicetus ; and for permission to observe 
oar own laws, according to the regulation made by 
tkt one hundred and fitlty fathers oi l\i« Co\sxlcs\ ^'l 
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Constantinople." It is manifesty then, from this letter 
of Columbanus, by the admission of the Ecclesiastical 
Historian ; and also from the canon alluded to, that the 
church of Ireland was, in the year 38 1, entirely inde- 
pendent of that of the Western £mpire; that her 
independence was aclcnowledged by a general coondl ; 
that it was acted upon by all her members ; and that 
it was asserted as a right universally admitted, against 
the most encroaching in these islands of the Roman 
pontiffs ; and by that one, among her eminent men, who 
first exhibited a disposition to yield to the increasing 
pretensions of the Papal See. The style and manner 
of this epistle are remarkable ; and whatever ooncfai- 
sion we may, according to our prepossessions, be 
inclined to draw from either, they combine to esta- 
blish beyond a doubt the truths above-mentioned.* 

The Irish church was found to be thus indepen- 
dent by St Patrick in 432 ; we have seen (p. 03) 
that his title was Magister Scotorum, Master of the 
Scots, that bis city of Armagh was called the Apos- 
tolic City, and his apostleship compared to that of 
Peter; and the antient and curions catalogue of 
Irish saints, in describing the primitive state of reli- 
gion in his time, tells us, of <Hhe first order of Catho 
lie saints," that they had <'one head, Christ, and ob 
leader, Patrick." This casual assertion of indep^ 
dence comes forcibly from a document, the chp 
of w'liich is manifestly Romanist; but ind 

* The words of the canon are — " Qnas aatem ' 
sunt ffcntibns Dei ecclesiaft, admlniatrare opor^ 
p&trum, quao servata est, consuc\.\i^u«m,^^ 
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entire tenor of my argument hitherto has led to the 
establishing of this truth, that the church of St. Pa- 
trick was quite unconnected with Rome. It is 
strange enough, Ihat the inventors of the figments 
that were composed to prove the contrary, have ad- 
mitted a story, exhibiting most strongly a tradition of 
Irish independence ; where they record the resistance " 
of Ibar, one of the four bishops who are related to 
have preceded St Patrick, to his assumption of any 
primatial authority that should be grounded on the 
warrant of the bishop of Rome. O' Halloran says that 
the answer of Ibar was, that they never acknowledged 
the supremacy of a foreigner. — Vol. II. 10. This is 
the account of a Roman Catholic historian, who at the 
same time remarks, << that a most uncompromising 
enmity existed in the minds of the Irish people against 
every thing connected with Rome." The truth dC 
this is further manifest from the little that is re- 
oorded of Palladlus. It appears from the passage of 
Prosper, repeated in Bede, that he was commissioned 
by the Pope Celestine to go as a bisliop to the Irish 
already *' believing in Christ," and, as Mr. Moore 
saya, ^^ for the superintendence of their infant church,'' 
(vol. i. p. 209, &c) This church had been already 
established according to the Eastern doctrine and 
discipline— Palladius was, therefore, as Dr. Ledwich 
truly asserts, <<an intruder into a church that was 
complete and independent ;" and, as he came not 
only to innovate, but made the attempt with all the 
pomp and assumption of Rome, he was jealously 
viewed and angrily rejected. " He vj^lw^^ \.^ "^^^ - 
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from the country ,** says Mr. Moore, "leaving behind 
him no other memorial of his labours, than the adage, 
traditional among the Irish, that not to Palladius, but 
to Patrick, did G^d grant the conversion of the Irish." 
Passing on with the current of time, in the year 553 
the question of the " Three Chapters " was agitated 
throughout Christendom, engaged the attention of 
princes, and the deliberation of general councils, and 
" awakened the alarm" of the see of Rome. The con- 
duct of the prelates of our native church, when the mat- 
ter was proposed to them, is thus related by Cardinal 
Baronius, in his annals — (ann. 566, No. 21) : "All the 
bishops that were in Ireland, with most earnest study, 
rose up jointly for the defence of the three chapters. 
And, when they perceived that the Church of Rome 
did both receive the condemnation of the three chap- 
ters, and strengthen the fifth synod with her consent, 
they departed from her, and clave to the rest of the 
schismatics — animated with that vain confidencei that 
they did stand for the Catholic faith, while they de- 
fended those things that were concluded in the council 
of Chalcedon ;" against which the decree of the fifth 
synod was opposed. This occurrence demonstrated, 
that any previous connection of the Irish church with 
the rest of Christendom was voluntary and indepen- 
dent, and that its bishops decidedly and unanimously 
rejected the authority of Rome. Saint Colnm- 
banus refers to it, in a letter addressed by him to 
Pope Boniface, in the year 610 or 613; and in a 
manner which indicates, that this spirit of indepeo- 
dence bad not yet died away^, e;ve;Tim\v^vKi<(st^^:9Qmr 
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qoious mind. He remonstrates sharply with the 
pontiff; and writes in a tone of rebuke respecting his 
predecessor Vigilius, sach as no Romanist would dare 
to assume in modem days, when speaking of a Pope. 
He even plays thus disrespectfully on his name — 
" YifplsLf quia fort^ non ben6 vigilavit Vigilius, quern 
capat scandali ipsi clamant." — *< Be vigilant, for 
perhaps Yigilius, whom they cry out against as the 
origin of the mischief, was not vigilant enough." 

The next most striking proof of national indepen- 
dence occurs in the case of St Columbkill, of the 
sixth century, whose entire story, as recorded not 
two centuries after by Bede, exhibits it remarkably. 
This holy man was an abbot and a, presbyter; and, 
although he belonged to an episcopal church, and 
had in his monastery a bishop whose office it was to 
ordain others to that order, he was, << ordine inusi- 
tato," supreme above these prelates ; and over all 
those also who were ordained in, and sent forth from, 
his residence of lona. 

It is unnecessary for me to repeat the details of the 
assembly holden at Whitby some years later. It will be 
sufficient shortly, in order to preserve the unity of 
the subject, to recapitulute here the proofs which the 
narration affords of the complete independence of the 
Irish church, from its origin to the period of holding 
that council. It will be remembered that this formed 
the very head and front of Colman's argiunent, which 
he rested upon the '< tradition of his elders," from 
Poljcarp to Columbkill ; that his opposition ^«& 
MeBy directed against the aaa\iDi^\ioTi qH ^xsSOglw^.^ 
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by Rome ; that Lis faflare was followed up by an 
angry conduct, which, as I have already urged, mani- 
fested the sorest jealousy of invaded indep^adeooe ; 
and that Wilfred in his speech admits it, when he 
accuses Colman that, *^ out of the two utmost isles of 
the ocean, he and his party did fight the world." 
This inde[)endence is also to be implied from this 
fact, that then first the king Oswi heard of the keys 
of heaven having been conunitted to St. Peter, 
This doctrine of Rome's supremacy was then a per- 
fect novelty in the British and Irish churches ; a dr- 
cumstance which, as far as Ireland is concerned, is 
further and casually evidenced by the recital of Bede^ 
when he tells us of this king (Ecc. Hist. iii. 26) — thai 
'^ALTHOUGH educated among the Irish, he nnder- 
stood the Roman to be the Catholic and Apostolic 
Church " — a plain implication that the contrary wu 
the doctrine of the native Irish. 

It appears, therefore, that the independence of the 
Irish church was perfect until long after the year 
600 — But it will be proper here to answer, and n^ata, 
an argument that is relied on to mAinfain the eon- 
trary position. 

The early acknowledgment of the snpremsLcy of 
Rome is asserted by the Romanist historians, and 
they rest it upon the words of a canon, which ii 
ascribed to a synod of St. Patrick, and which ii 
thus : — *' De alieiiis adeundis ad adjudicandom^ 
quae quaestiones hac insula oriantur, ad sedem Apoi* 
tolicam referantur." <' About going abroad for ai- 
Judication — if any questions «na^*\si ^(^sa& \StaKis&,^VKt 
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them be referred to the Apostolic See." Another al- 
leged canon runs thus — after decreeing with respect to 
any difficult cause that may arise, that it shall be 
referred to the chair of the archbishop of the Irish, 
u e. Patrick, and to the examination of the prelate 
thereof; it adds — " but if there, by him and his wise 
men, a cause of this nature cannot easily be made up, 
we have decreed, it shall be sent to the See Apos- 
tolic—that is to say, to the chair of the Apostle Peter, 
which hath the authority of the city of Rome." 

We must consider these canons in detail. The 
first of them, it is true, ordains, that all difficult ques- 
ti(m8 that shall arise in this island shall be referred 
to "the apostolic see;" but it does not say "of 
Rome," nor did it intend to signify it. The canon 
means the see of St. Patrick, as expressed in the 
second canon — ^the see of Armagh, which went by 
the name of the apostolic city so late as the year 
1014. It was, then, to Armagh, and not to a foreign 
tribmial, the judgment was to be referred. But, in 
^act, if it were to be sent abroad, it could not at that 
tune have been to Rome alone, as to the apostolic 
see ; for we find that in those days, and for two cen- 
turies after, even down to the times of St. Cummian 
^e younger — as he states it in his letter to the abbot 
<tf lona — the apostolic see of the Christian church was 
^ "fourfold apostolic one of Rome, Antioch, Jeru- 
s^em, and Alexandria ;" so that the words of this 
^on can give no greater right to Rome to claim 
supremacy over Ireland, than it do^a 1q iVjkfe \kt^^ 
^& great patriarcheLtes to do so. 
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At all events the authority of this canon is doubt- 
ful ; it has always been considered as one of those 
that are merely ascribed to St. Patrii^ and, as Mr. 
Moore says, << pronounced to be of later date," (yqL L 
p. 225.) 

As for the second canon. Dr. Lanigan tells us that 
he is led to << suspect," (voL iL p. 391») ^that this 
canon is not quite as imtient as St. Patrick's time ;* 
and doubtless he had good grounds to suspect, and 
even to deny, the antiquity of a document whidi 
styles the prelate of Armagh an archbisliop--ft title 
that was not conferred upon any Irish bidiop untfl 
<^ the beginning* of the eighth century ;" (Moore^ v. i* 
224,) nor given to the Irish primate with a pall, the pe- 
culiar badge of a popish archbishop, until the eleventh* 
Indeed it would be impossible for any candid author 
to admit as authentic a dictum, which is flawed, in 
the very same page and hand, by an entry such m 
this^that between Patrick and Bridget there eziitdi 
a friendship the most intimate — vrhea it is notorioai 
that she was but twelve years old when Pttrii^ died, 
and died herself, a.d. 525.t 

The historian calls it a *^ paraphrastic explana- 
tion " of the first canon ; he likewise suspects it to be 
apocryphal ; and in this he is followed by WHkiMb 
Spelman, Villaneuva, and others, who have ezdoM 
it from their collections. Doctor Rock also takes 



* The first archbbhop in England is said to have tees 
Theodore, a.d. 673. 
f I quote from the Book, of Armagh itself, now beftve at. 
See Moore's History, Yo\. 1. p. ^£&. 
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no notice of it^ when quoting the authority of the 
first canon alluded to. It is true that Dr. Lnnigan 
is of opinion that it gives the just meaning of that 
canon ; but this is matter of opinion, not of fact, and 
in it I cannot but differ from him. 

There is a third canon, which is said to have been 
passed in a synod of St. Patrick ; it is thus — << It is not 
lawful that any prelate of any of the churches of the 
Scots, should appeal from the decision of him," Pa- 
tsAdLf ^ or bis successors ;for A# has the jurisdiction^ 
if cause should require it^ over all the bishops 
and churches of the Scots," — ^Were this canon ge- 
nuine, it would decide the question. I can re- 
concile with it the first of the canons of which I 
am now treating, if the interpretation which I con- 
tend for, as to the meaning of the term apostolic city, 
be the true one — ^nay, I conceive that the exis- 
teoee of the third canon proves that interpretation 
to beright — ^wbile the supposition of Dr. Lanigan, 
that the passage of the Book of Armagh ex- 
plains the proper meaning of the first canon, in- 
troduces an irreconcileable contradiction between 
them. 

The maimer in which arguments are sometimes 
handled by polemical advocates, is well instanced by 
that in which this subject is presented to his readers 
by Bir.Carew of Maynooth, in his Ecclesiastical His- 
tory ; (p« 252) he speaks of its being " ordained there, 
that all dlfiicult questions should be referred to the 
decision of the Apostolic See of Rome." He then 
quotes the ^t canon from Ware ; an^ ici^ttm^ m 
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a note to Ussber's Religion of the Antient Irish, 
(c. 8,) he leads his reader to suppose that he has 
the authority of this primate's great name for the as- 
sertions that he makes. The way also in which Mr. 
Moore, in his history, alludes to these documents is 
loose, and must lead to confusion. <* We find," he 
says, '< in a eanon of one of the earliest synods held 
in Ireland, a clear acknowledgment of the svprenuicy 
of the Roman see. Nor was this recognition con- 
fined merely to words ; as, on the very first serious 
occasion of controversy which presented itself, the 
dispute relative to the time of celebrating Easter, it 
was resolved, conformably to the words of this canon^ 
that the question should be referred to the Head of 
Cities." Now to any reader of these paragraphs it 
would appear, as if there was but one canon; and that 
this acknowledged the supremacy of Rome, and desig- 
nated her as '< the Head of Cities ;" whereas there 
are two alleged canons, and neither of them applying 
this epithet to Rome — ^the former not mentioning her 
name. Dr. Lanigan is more clear and more ingenu- 
ous than either ; yet he also leaves us under the 
same impression as Mr. Carew with respect to 
Ussher, to whose work he refers, but without present- 
ing to his readers his Grace's slighting words, whidi 
are as follows (c. 8) — ** Neither do I well know what 
credit is to be given unto that straggling sentenoe^ 
&C. — ' If any questions do arise in this island, kt 
them be referred to the see apostolic ;' or that otfaflr 
decree attributed to Auxilius, Patricius, Secondim^ 



} 
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and Benignus," — repeating the words of the second 
canon. 

The influence of Mr. Moore makes it necesary that 
I should be thus detailed ; and also that I should still 
farther comment on this very erroneous paragraph in 
his history. His statement in it is very far from being 
correct, that " on the very first serious occasion of 
controversy which presented itself — the dispute rela- 
tive^'to the time of celebrating Easter — it was resolved, 
conformably to the words of this canon, that the 
question should be referred to the Head of Cities." 
The reverse was the case in every point of view ; 
the Paschal question was not the first occasion of con- 
troversy ; nor was it referred to Rome as the '' Head 
of Cities," or otherwise. The southern Irish sent 
thither, not to appeal but to inquire — not to offer 
obedience to the papal decree, but to investigate 
its justice ; and finally, as has been often repeated, 
St Colman, with irritable jealousy, rejected the first 
attempt at such interference, which was clearly not 
made for upwards of two centuries after the alleged 
date of the apostle's canon. I must be excused these 
repetitions. Finally, events prove that this canon 
could not have been the law of the Irish church pre- 
viously to the year 664, if indeed it ever were; 
^d therefore it is suspected and rejected by Dr. 
Lanigan and the best authorities. 

The epithet "Head of Cities," which does not 
appear in the original canon, although inserted by 
Mr. Moore^ was not, I believe, \xse^ m \t^^w^^ «s^ 
Afiplied to Rome, until two cent\xrie» a&.«t >i)afe >cflaa 
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of our apostle. It is first used by St. Cummia 
his epistle, and it is afterwards employed by 
Adamnanusy in a letter which bears date aj>* 
See Ussher's Sylloge. 

We possess the testimony of Bede's authentic 
tory to the circumstance, that St Austin, on his i 
val in Britain as an emissary from Pope Gregory 
Great, found the church of the Britons independ 
and they resisted, even unto blood, the attemp 
bring them under the supreme authority of the P 
Although I have frequently brought the facts of 
story before the public, they are of too great im 
tance to be entirely omitted here — I shall, tli 
fore, briefly relate them. The venerable histo 
informs us, that Austin had been received and acki 
ledged in a synod, as a preacher of righteousn 
and had there proposed some changes in ^ discip 
rituals, and ecclesiastical government, for no di 
ence of doctrine is mentioned.''* To this the Bri 
answered, "that they could not alter their old oust 
and ordinances, without the consent of their clergy 
people ;" ** they desired, therefore, that they m 
have a second synod of a greater multitude." 
order that they should be enabled to form at 
synod a just estimate of St. Austin, and the obj 
of his mission, he was permitted to enter first 
the place where the synod was to meet ; and \ 
were, on their entrance, to form a judgment of tl 
according to the following advice: — '*If, when 

* Bees's Account oi ^«\c\i ^«isi\ab*^»'®^ 
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approach Dear, he ariseth courteously to you, think 
ye he is the servant of Christ, and so hear ye him 
obediently ; but, if he despise you, nor will vouchsafe 
to rise at your presence, which are the more in num- 
ber, let him likewise be despised of you — and truly 
80 did they. For it happened that, when they came 
thitber, St. Austin was already there, and sat in his 
chair ; which, when they saw, straight waxing wroth, 
they noted him of pride ; and therefore endeavoured 
to overthwart and gainsay whatsoever he pro- 
posed ;*• — ^which was, that " if they would agree with 
Rome in the time of Easter, the ministering of bap- 
tism according to the Roman church," &c. " all your 
othw ceremonies, rites, fashions, and customs, though 
ik^y h€ contrary to ours, yet we will willingly suffer 
them." But they replied, ^* that they would doe none 
of the things requested, neither would they compte 
him for their archbishop ; saying with themselves — 
nay, if he would not so much as rise to us, truelie 
the more we should now subject ourselves to him, 
the more he would hereafter despise us, and set us at 
DOUght."* At this St Austin departed in great wrath, 
widi a threatening prophecy of the vengeance of 

* There is published in WflkiDs's Conoilift, toI. i. p. 26, in 
the original Welch tongne, a docnment which is headed in the 
Latin thns, " Responsio," &c. ''The Answer of the Abbot of 
Bangor, to Austin the Monk, seeking subjection to the Church 
of Borne." It is said by Mr. Rees (p. 299) to be of doubtful 
authority, I therefore refrain from resting on it here. But, 
aa Dr. Lanigan has asserted (ii. 381), that "when the abbot 
of Bancor, in his letter to Augustin, declined his jurisdiction, 
ka declared, howeyer, his obedience to the church and to the 
pope," &0.; and baa made this a&&eTtion, m\:t^o\^^<^ ^^ 
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heaven — " Quod ita ut prsedixerat patratum est" — 
" Which was all done as he had foretold** — for the 
Britons were soon after invaded by Edilfred, an 
English prince, a convert of Austin ; and ^' it is 
reported," says Bede, " that there were slain in the 
warre of them that came to praie about twelve hun- 
dred men, and only fifty to have escaped by 
flight* 

All this hapi)ened in Britain ; but the case of the 
Irish or Scottish church was at that time precisely the 
same. There is preserved in Bede (ii. c 20) a letter 
/ifrom Laurentius and other assistants to Austin, ad- 
dressed ^< to the Scots that inhabit Ireland,** a.d. 609. 
This letter expresses itself thus — *^ Knowing the 
Britons, we thought that the Scots were better than 
they. But we learned, by Bishop Daganus coming 
into this island, and Columbanus the abbot coming 
into France, that these differ nothing from the Bri- 
tons in their conversation ; for Bishop Daganus, com- 
ing unto us, would not only not eat with us, but 
not so much as eat liis meat in the house where we 
were.'* He tells us further, that it was " the man- 
ner of these Britons to hold the faith and religion of 
the English " — the late converts of Austin — "in no 
account at all, nor to communicate with them any 
more than with the pagans." And again, (lib. v. 23}) 

letter ; I must, in justice to the truth, refer to it, to show, that 
the obedience livhich it speaks of is only the ezeitMse of 
'* charity perfect*' of Christians in honour preferring and 
loYing one another ; and that it distinctly declares ihii8^*'aDd 

other obedience than this I do not know due to him whom yoi 

rnune to be pope.'* 



\ 
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'Hhat the Britons would not open their minds to 
the English upon matters of Christian knowledge."* 
It is clear, from all our ancient history, that the 
attempt of Palladius, or some such other effort for 
proselytizing the Irish made by Home, had at an 
early period disgusted and alarmed the simple and 
primitive Christian church of our native isle. Hence 
the riolent expulsion of that papal emissary, the 
canon against foreign ministry, the jealousy of Ibar, 
the better authenticated jealousy and anger of Col- 
man, the obstinacy of the Scots in the matter of 
Easter, the aversion to communion with the English 
converts of Austin, and, in the kindred church of the 
Britons, the rejection of his offers of compromise. 
This fact is made more interesting by the circum- 
stance, that humility was made to be the touchstone — 
and it was one which, from the time of Palladius and 
Austin to this day, has served to detect the usurpation 
by Rome of that kingdom which is not of this world. 
Such, then, was the early independence of both 
our island churches, at the time of Austin's mission to 
Britain ; nor indeed is it possible that they could pre^ 
vioosly have acknowledged the supremacy of the 
Romish pontiff, for he had not usurped it himself, or as 
yet assumed the title of Catholic or Universal Bishop, 
upon which it was founded. This title was not con- 
firmed to the pope until it was so done in the year 
606, by an edict of the Emperor Phocas, (Baron, ad . 
Ann. No. 5, &c.) It was, doubtless, assumed a short 

* SeealBO Bee8*8 Welch Saints, p. Sll, tYv^ \^XX.«t ^^'ixa. 
^klbelm to Gerutius, king of Cornwall. 
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time before this ; but Grregory the Great, odIj a few 
years previously, thus wrote of it in a letter to the 
Empress Constantia,* when it was attempted to he 
assumed by the Bishop of Constantinople — ** It is a 
very lamentable thing, that he," the emperor, *< should 
patiently permit so far, that, in contempt of all others, 
this my brother and feUow bishop should endeavour 
to be called sole bishop. But indeed what else is 
manifested in this his pride, but that the times of 
Anti CHRIST are nigh at hand^ even now ? Because, 
forsooth, HE is imitated, who, scorning social bliss 
among legions of angels, strove to break forth to the 
height of singularity, saying, (Isaiah xiv. 13) — 'I 
will exalt my throne above the stars of heaven — ^I 
will sit in the mountain of the covenant, in the sides 
of the North — I will ascend above the height of the 
clouds — I will be like to the Most High/ * 

I trust, theu, that these facts will serve fully to refute 
the dogma of the Romanists, that ^' the Irish church has 
ALWAYS, not only acknowledged, but yielded obedi- 
ence to the papal supremacy, and from the ven/ 
beginning been closely united with Rome, through all 
ages up to the present time ;'' and that they have 
proved the truth of very opposite conclusions, such 
as forced themselves upon the minds of Ussher 
and our best ecclesiastical historians. ^^ The ancient 
Britons," says Mosheim, (Ecc Hist. p. 2, c 2,) 
'< and Scots persisted long in the maintenance of their 
religious liberty ; and neither the threats, nor the 

* Epia. lib. iv. — See £p. 7B, vi^ «\m E;^. 76« 82. 
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promises of the legates of Rome, could engage them 
to submit to the decrees and authority of the ambi- 
tious pontiff; as appears manifestly from the testi- 
mony of Bede.** And Milner writes, <' that attempts 
wer^ made all this time, by the bishops of Rome, to 
induce the Irish to unite themselves to the English 
church '^ — meaning that of Austin — ** but in vain." 
Hume also asserts, that the Irish followed the 
doctrines of their first teachers ; and never, at the 
period alluded to, acknowledged any subjection to 
the see of Rome. I do not rely upon these writers 
as authorities, much less quote their opinions as 
facts; but surely their decided convictions should 
induce a r^ecting people, who are early taught 
to respect their names, to examine well the evidence 
on winch these convictions are founded ; and not to 
yield too prompt an assent to the confident and 
contrary asseveration of a church, which they well 
know is neither founded, nor carried on, in essential 
truth. 

Having broken this alleged continuance of habi- 
tual obedience to Rome, by proving its non-existence 
for two centuries after the arrfVal of St. Patrick in 
bdand, and demonstrated the complete independence 
of oar church during that period, I might well stop 
> ; for the encroachments of Rome from the com- 
; of the seventh century cannot be denied, 
while our previous liberty is unquestionable— the 
|iroof of itf therefore, is the proper position of the 
Protestant advocate. Yet, as doubtless o\is ^- 
caD be greatly strengt\iei\e4, Xyj ^wv5i% 
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forth that the deference for the see of Rome 
was of gradual growth, that it was not until the 
end of the twelfth century that her supremacy was 
fully acknowledged, and that until then the Irish 
church continued to be in many material respects 
independent and peculiar, I shall continue the chain 
of evidence from the era of Austin, or Gregory the 
Great, through the chaotic period of the transitioD, 
to that of the synod of Cashel. 

Columbanus, who flourished about half a century 
later than Columba or Columbkill, with whom he is 
often confounded, was a person of much celebrity 
among the Irish Saints. His great missionary zeal, 
influence, and intelligence are testified by numerous 
historians, by the monasteries that he founded on the 
continent — especially the two great establishments oi 
Luxeuil in Burgundy, and Bobbio in Switzerland— 
and by some remains of his correspondence. There 
are extant three letters of his writing, addressed to 
the Popes Greg. I. and Boniface IV., the contents of 
which are of the greatest importance to our subject— 
these epistles are relied on implicitly by the Ro- 
man Catholics, and 'I have already presented the 
tenor of the first of them to Gregory I. It is humble^ 
and replete with veneration, but firm and indepen- 
dent ; yet Dr. Rock has appropriated it thus — " By 
asking," he says of Columbanus, '' for the decisioiii» 
and calling for the judgment of the Roman pontiff, he 
openly acknowledged their supremacy V* — true, over 
the exiadng clergy of Guul, but not over those for 
irhom he claims the T\g\vl, ^veivXi^ >^i^ (2»EL<(Mia oft 
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council, to observe their own independent laws and 
traditionary customs. 

The second letter of Columbanus, addressed to 
Pope Boniface IV., a.d. 613, on the subject of the 
three chapters, is written with vast deference and 
profound respect. The position which the Irish 
divine takes is, as in the case of the former letter to 
Gregory, that of independence, and an essential re- 
jection of any claim to control : it therefore became 
him, for that very reason, to be as conciliatory as 
possible in his style ; and he accordingly is so to an 
extent which, at first, appears to indicate subjection. 
He addresses the pontiff *' as the most honoured head 
of the church;" yet, as Dr. Lanigan says, "when 
entering on the subject he writes with great free- 
dom ;" and *' exhorts the Pope to assemble a council, 
and to remove every pretext for the imputations 
brought against him and his see.'' 

This is the epistle upon which I made some 
comment in a former page (p. 61), where I have 
shewn, that St. Columbanus, in his zealous denial of 
schism of which the Irish church had been accused, on 
account of its independent conduct in relation to the 
above question, tempers his warmth by every degree of 
deferential respect that he could pay to the Roman 
pontiff, consistently with the truth. He tells him, in 
all humility — " We are the scholars of St. Peter and 
Paul, and of all disciples subscribing by the Holy 
^host the divine canon" — yet, "receiving nothing 
beyond the evangelic and apostolic doeVdwei*" *\\!l 
other words — we are ready to 'abide \>^' V\i"ei N«ve» ^1 
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the Catholic church, notwithstanding oar exemption 
by the above-mentioned canon ; we shall, however, 
briDg its doctrine ^* to the law and to the testimony." 
He accordingly remonstrates with great spirit ; and 
calls upon the pontiff to be vigilant, and thus to avoid 
the repetitions of the scandals whi(^, through the 
neglect of his predecessor, Vigilius, had crept in upon 
Christendom. He adjures him thus — ** I beseech of 
you that, as it were with the pruning-knife (cul- 
tello) of St. Peter — ^that is, by a true confession of 
faith in a Synod, by the reprobating and anathema- 
tizing of all heretics — you should cleanse the diair 
of Peter from all error — yea horror, if any be ad- 
mitted ; if not, that its purity may be acknowledged 
by all :" and observes that *' it would be an occasion 
of grief and weeping, if the Catholic faith were not 
holden in an apostolical city." He tells him — ^ That 
orthodox and true Catholics are they who have never 
received or defended heretics, or suspected persons, 
but have zealously abided in the true faith.** He 
admits that Jesus Christ had committed unto St« 
Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven ; yet warns 
the pontiff, ^' that he alone is the true bearer of these 
keys who opens heaven to the worthy, by the teachii^ 
of true knowledge" — " dignis per veram sdentiam*— 
*' and shuts it on the unworthy f and rebukes him 
for the supercilious arrogance which the possession 
of this great authority had tempted him to assume 
even in divine things — << et vos, per hoc fort6, supm- 
liosum iiescio quid pree ceteris vobis majoris auctori- 
tatis, &c in divinis rebus potesU^ NVnAksi^" b 
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fine, he tells him that the indulgence of such thoughts 
even will less^i his Influence with the Lord; and 
that he can only possess power as long as he exercises 
it reasonably — ^* tamdiu enim potestas apud vos erit, 
quamdiu recta ratio permanserit" Thus while, 
by the very position of independence that he takes, 
Saint Columbanus rejects the supremacy of the 
Papal See, he allows its high station in the Catholic 
ehureh ; yet does he freely expostulate, and remind it 
of the supreme authority of synods, and the still 
higher one of the Word of God. 

There is a passage in this letter which asserts, that 
Ireland was indebted for the Gospel to some other 
than the disciples of Peter and of Paul ; it is thus — 
** From the time in which God vouchsafed to be the 
Son of God ; and, riding on his two most glowing 
•teeds, Peter and Paul, stirred up the stagnant waters 
of this world, and multiplied charioteers to the mil- 
lions of innumerable nations, the Head Charioteer 
bimself — namely, Christ, the true Father, the horse- 
man of Israel — came even unto us. Since that time 
joa (Romans) are great and illustrious with us, 
and Rome is made noble and renowned ; nay you 
•re^ if one may so speak, well nigh celestial with us, 
lor the sake of Christ's two Apostles ; and Rome is 
the head of the churches of the world — Saving the 
smgular prerogative of the place of the Lord^s r«- 
n trr e e H onJ* The account here given of the first 
importation of Christianity into Ireland is expressed 
in words similar to those of St. Patrick iu hiA <:aw- 
tetriaa; and, whatever it may alVude 1q/\\. Vav^\^ 
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by the context, that the first missioiiaries* did not 
come from Rome; while the latter part of the 
sentence miquestionablj establishes omr great posi- 
tion, that the papal see was not then of itself alone 
supreme over all the churches of Christendom. 
From the entire of this interesting epistle it is mani- 
fest that, while Colambanas concedes to the preten- 
sions of Rome some things that might not be so 
readily admitted by less obsequioos Protestants, he 
is uniform and unequivocal in declaring and ex^- 
cising independence; and that is the sole question 
now before us. 

This b the letter of Columbanus, concerning which 
Doctor Rock so eloquently exclaims — ^'^in which his 
whole soul flashes out like lightning, and his burn- 
ing words fall on our ears with the inightiiiess of 
thunderpeals ;*' — and which the Doctor presents, al- 
though with many important reserves, as containing 
'* his testimony on record, in such a way that those 
who come after him might be able to tell the <^ho- 
doxy of ancient Ireland." The public will form a just 
judgment concerning it ; and, if it appear manifestly 
to fail of aflbrding the testimony that it is adduced 
by him to give, let it be remembered that there is 
none better to supply it. We have, indeed, to thank 
Doctor Rock for the candid assurance, that his party 
in this cause have no more material witness — ^' Of the 
fathers of the church,** he says, " whether of the west 
or east, none of them all declares the supremacy d 

* / give it abridged in the "vemon of Mr. Foye (EaHj 
Irish Church, p. 67), whose useful hotV, v^^^^^^^^'^^Skft^w* 
psLges were being' put up in type, occa&\oiiftm^\o'aa>aj»'^ 
paasage. 
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the Roman pontiff, in stronger or more unequivocal 
language, than the Irish Saint, Columbanus." 

I pass from this deferential appeal, but spirited 
remonstrance, which very decidedly marks the first 
stage of the border-land between the total and primi^ 
tive independence of our native church, and its com- 
plete subjection in modem times to Rome, to that 
letter of St Cummianus junior, already referred to, 
which he addressed to the Abbot of lona. 

The Pope Honorius I.* and the clergy of Rome 
had, in the year 621, addressed an epistle to the 

* I cannot omit noticing the questions of Doctor Rock 
upon this epistle of Honorius, contained in the fifty-third sec- 
tion of his letter to Lord John Manners. He aslcs — ** Was 
an outcry raised among the Irish when they heard this letter 
from the pope ? None. Did any hishop, priest, abbot, monlc, 
or layman, step forward and protest against the ciaim thus 
put forth, by the pope, to interfere with them in matters be- 
longing to belief and discipline V* To this I answer — there 
was nothing to object to in the pope*s interference — no claim 
of his to any thing but a common Christian right to exhort, 
that they should not continue in opposition, not to his will, but 
to ''the decrees of the bishops met in council from all parts 
of the world." Doctor Rock forgets that he elsewhere exhi- 
bits the matter as one not connected with belief; *' the point 
mooted about Easter," he says (p. 80, sec. ZO), ** was not one 
of doctrine, but of discipline ;" and he cannot but know that 
the Interference, when it really occurred, did raise an outcry, 
and was resisted with the strongest demonstrations of party 
violence. ** Did any one pretend,*' the Doctor proceeds to 
ask, ''that Ireland lay beyond the jurisdiction of the Roman 
pontiff? No, not one." Now, this is the yery point in dis- 
pnte ; and the Doctor seems to have forgotten that St. Co- 
lumbanus had, in his letter to Gregory the Great, claimed for 
Ireland this exemption, with reference to this very question of 
Salter, on the ground of Ireland being without h\« v^oi^x 
Jurisdlctioii, and on the authority of the aecoiv^ casioh o^i >^^ 
CoottciJ of Constantinople, already referred to. 
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people of IreUmd ; in this letter the pootiff j 
no tone of superiority whatever : his 
*<exhortans;" he merely exhorts the Irish dcfgy, 
that they would not persist in celebrating their Essttr 
^ contrary to paschal computations^ and the synodal 
decrees of the biskcpg of the whole wotW — (Bed^ 
lib. iL c 19*) To prepare them for forming a pro- 
per decision on the subject, the inhabitants of the 
South of Ireland — ^ Gentes SootvMiUB qum in AnB- 
tralibus Hibemicse insule partibus morabantnr" — 
despatched a d^utation to Rome. Commian in- 
forms us of the motives, the circumstances, and the 
results of this celebrated nu8sion~ They need not be 
repeated here. The judgment of the emissaries, hov- 
ever, was convinced ; and, being then mudi stmck 
by the unity of opinion that justly existed on the other 
side of the question, they advised the Soodiem Irish 
to adopt the innovation, and they did so aooudin^y. 
The letter of Cummian breathes throogfaoot the 
most decided fireedom, and does not contain a sen- 
tence that admits a supremacy in Rome. It is trae 
that the writer conf(»s upon her the high title of the 
«' Head of Cities"— not « Head of the Church," ai 
Doctor Rock most unwarrantably asserts ; bat this 
does not imply that, as the ^XMtc^c City, she poe- 
sessed a paramount authority in ecclesiastical mat- 
ters; for, as we have already seen, he eiqvemly 
declares the ordinance respecting Easter to be "the 
canonical decree of the fourfiM apostolic See— to 
wit, o£ Romej Jerusalem, Antioch^ and Alexandris." 
It ia very remarkable t]bat Oiie x»&!& ^^dra&«ifri&a 
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18 not only hortatory and persuasive to Segienus, 
but exculpatory as regards the writer himself. He 
is manifestly conscious that he is defending what he 
fears may be deemed an act of schism from the body 
of the Irish Church. " My fathers," he says, " it 
is not from any unbecoming forwardness that I pre- 
sume to lay before such hallowed persons the words 
of tills my exculpation, but from an earnest desire 
to stand excused with you ; calling Grod to witness 
to my soul, that it is not from any contempt of you, 
or pride in mine own wisdom, or any slighting the 
wisdom of others, that I have, with other wise per- 
sons, adopted the solemnity of the Paschal festival.** 
Such is the strain in which he addresses the monks 
of lona ; and, while he calls for arguments, he ob- 
serves to them, if they possess none — ** hold your 
peace, and forbear to call us heretics ;'* he also says — 
** What more grievous than to say of mother church, 
* Rome errs, Jerusalem errs, Alexandria errs, Antioch 
errs, the whole world errs ; the Scots and the bishops 
alone think right." Pr^nant words — ^which, while 
they repeat the fourfold character of the ancient 
mother church, imply that Ireland was practically 
independent of even that supremacy, which was 
then acknowledged in the Western Church, but was 
not as yet acquiesced in by the stubborn descendants 
of the Eastern branch of Christendom. 

After that Rome had obtained the acquiescence of 
^e Irish in the South, we find that the i^oi^^ h«%i&SL 
^ assume, in their epistles, a tone mot% ^ovffL^^Aii^ ^^ 
^atbority. John IV., accordingly, -wYiea^o^ ^^jrX* 
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wrote thus to the Irish prelates and clergy, in a.d. 
640 — " We found that certain persons of your pro- 
vince are trying to renew a fresh heresy out of an 
old one, refuting with a cloudy darkness our pasch, 
and striving to celebrate it on the fourteenth moon 
with the Jews." Dr. Rock (see p. 70, 75, &c.) is correct 
in saying of this fresh heresy — " That not the whole 
of that people, but some only among them, were invol- 
ved in it ;" but, returning to the first letter from Rome, 
he adds — '* No sooner was the decree from Hono- 
rius made known in Ireland, than a quick and willing 
cbedience was paid it." This fact was not so ; and, 
even admitting it to be true, as the Doctor asserts, 
that " whatever opposition the papal mandate met 
with in the north, in reality, arose and spread from 
one single spot — St. Columbkille's, in the Island of 
lona'' — the resistance was obstinate and general 
It was long-continued also ; for we know that it was 
stoutly and decidedly manifested at the Synod of 
Whitby in 664, and maintained most pertinaciously in 
lona, for half a century more; while the kmdred 
church of the Britons stood out in their method of 
observance until the year 809* (Uss. Religion, &&» 
p. 114.) 

In the seventh century a remarkable degeneracy was 
exhibited in the Irish Church, arising very much from 
her growing deference to Rome. This degeneracy 
had commenced some time before, and is noticed in 
a curious relic already quoted, and which is ooo- 

mented on by Dr. Lam^an, m iVvese words (Vol 11. 

p. 1 3) — " This catalogue oi lm\i ^^TAaV^^weo^-sg^ 



I 
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»y Ussher, (p. 913, &c.), and is a very interest- 
iument, throwing great light on our ancient 
istical history. Even Ledwich admits (Antiq. 
) that it is extremely valuable. It bears every 
f high antiquity, and was probably drawn up 
me before the disputes about the paschal cycle 
isure had totally subsided, which was not un« 
it the year 7 10." It cannot, however, be entirely 
m : its contradictions, in some points, to other 
ties, prevent its implicit reception ; yet is 
luch value, as we can, at least, draw from 
ipartial testimony to the independence of the 
;re national church, while it exhibits a true 

of its rapid decline. It relates that the 
)rder of Catholic saints^ had one head, Christ, 
e leader, Patrick— one mass, one uniform li- 
)ne mode of tonsure, (from ear to ear) and one 

of celebrating Easter. Now, as confessedly 
>f these were Roman, the primitive Irish 
, under its first order of holiest men, exhi- 
Q its unity and unanimity, complete indepen? 
>f foreign supremacy. Its head was Christ — 
leader, Patrick. This continued from a.d. 43 1 
542 — above one hundred years. The second 
) represented as admitting a variety of litur- 
d monastic rules, but still adhering to the 
tonsure and ancient paschal computation ; it 
ed till A.D. 598. The third order, which con- 
till A.D. 665, is described as having different 
ind masses, and tonsure, and ¥i«A\.ex%) «xA «^ 
We have in these two last a iaiWi^xiX «L^wovi- 
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ledgment of the introdaction of diTisions into our 
nation and church. These new doctrines, it is quite 
manifest, were imported from Rome; while the unity 
and independence on which they infringed, is inti- 
mately blended with eastern customs, and with St 
Patrick. The limit of disorganization is remarkably 
fixed to that very period, that synchronizes with the 
first formal acknowledgment of papal supremacy by 
a British monarch, at the synod of Whitby. 

This very curious MS. presents to us a gradusl 
deterioration in ecclesiastical discipline from the time 
of St. Patrick. Of these orders he says thus— 
^Primus ordo 8anctissimus,.secundus ordo sanctior, 
tertius sanctus ; primus sicut sol ardescit, seeundoi 
sicut luna, tertius sicut stellse.'' " The first ord^ wis 
most holy, the second holier, the third holy ; the fifst 
shines as the sun, the second as the moon, the third 
as the stars." 

I cannot pass from this period of paschal oontio- 
versy, without observing, that it affords us a most 
instructive lesson. It exhibits the artful manoer is 
which popery blended itself with truth, when it fint 
presented itself as a candidate for acceptance in ear 
island ; it shews how the trifle thus reasonably de- 
manded, and at length conceded, was but the ftw I 
point of the wedge which was afterwards to be stmek I 
home with progressive and destructive power. Tbe J 
surrender of our independence being virtually sesled I 
by this apparently indifferent act, the encroaohmenti I 
of Roman dominancy, in doctrine as well as diM9- 1 
line, became awfully rapid*, ^er^ «»s^/\sflS«i&^t« fi 
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the descent into error, and nothing but the remote- 
ness of the island, and the increasing difficulties of 
intercourse between Ireland and Italy, prevented the 
old religion from being completely swallowed up in the 
apostacy. Let us take warning from this history ; what 
Rome was, she is still, and will be to the end. The 
inundations of the Danish hordes, which swept away 
aU that was civilized in Erin, and especially her col- 
leges and records, succeeded ; yet, strange to say, 
they contributed perhaps to keep away some of the 
encroachments of foreign influence for a season; and, 
by preventing the new leaven from quietly work- 
ing in native seminaries, secured some liberty to 
the exercise of tradition and custom. Certain it is, 
tha^the principle of original independence did not 
cease to influence the native Church, until it was at 
length substantially checked by the jealous energies 
of Malachy and of his synods ; and soon after entirely 
neutralized, by the combined interference of the arms 
of the British monarchy, and the bulls of the Anglo- 
Roman Pontiff. 

The case of these mediaeval instances has been 
discussed in a work which has been published later 
than the pamphlet of Doctor Bock, and is entitled, 
" The Church of St. Patrick — an historical inquiry 
into the independence of the ancient Church of Ire- 
land," by Mr. Todd.* He combats well the asser- 

* The author professes to be the first, after Ussher, to ex- 
amine the grounda of this assertion h\atOT\c^\V^^-^fe\.> «s<5a 
WSife quoting Dr. Phelan's pamphlet of DecYaiL (^.^'S^^YkfeNs. 
iocUaed to think that Patrick did visit "Rome-, wi^ ^iJwaX ^''^^^ 
'oMaion appears to have been sanctaon^id Xj-j Ce\^^\A»^^- * 
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tionsof the Doctor, respecting the four ^< ordinary wayf 
in which/' as Mr. Todd remarks, ''the PopemanifeBtt 
his supremacy over distant churches,** which are 
these — " occasional consecrations of their metropo£- 
tan and other prelates, confirming the election of their 
bishops and other ecclesiastical dignitaries, sanction- 
ing missions, and hearing appeals ;"•— to refer to 
his facts and reasonings will suffice here. In Dr. 
O'Conor's letters of Columbanus, and in other con* 
troversial works, will be found abundant proofs, that 
the Popes had not yet, by legates and palls, canoni- 
zation of saints, oaths or dispensations, visitatiooi, 
indulgences, tributes, or any mark of ecclesiastical 
authority, established their claim to supremacy in 
Ireland. To all these I shall confidently refer. . 

Dr. Phelan, in his « Policy of the Church of 
Rome in Ireland," page 48, makes a just remark, 
grounded on historical facts ; he says — ** the dis- 
cipline of the Irish Church had so little cor- 

pass by this as mere matter of opinion, thong^h it is an opinion 
bat little calculated to promote the object of his inqniry : hot 
I think it quite necessary to warn some among omr readers, of 
the injurious effect, upon the truth of the main question, Uiat 
may proceed from the following remark concerning the cha- 
racter of our ancient Ohurch — " It did not keep out of view 
the theory of the Church, nor estimate otherwise than it 
ought, the divine authority of the ministerial orders, or the 
sacred power of the keys." The reader will recollect that, al- 
though a regular ministerial succession forms the very essence 
of Colman's argument at Whitby, he rejects in it any ezdusiTe 
connexion of hig Church with the " sacred power of the key^ 
— this he leaves to the Roman advocate, in whose mouth w« 
Arst &id it used. St. Columbanus, indeed, the tractarian of 
bis ag^e, admits this claim of at.P^W^ c\aSa\ i^V^G^sw^iaa 
manner, as we have 8ecii,diffctftnt tromxasAwik^^TaaaJflfi*. 



INDEPENDENCE OF THE IRISH CHURCH. 143 

Tondence tvith the Roman, that it received several 
d names from the Papal Church of the 1 2th cen- 
f — Pope Alexander and Cambrensis call • it 
i^ ; Anselm and Gilbert, schismatical ; Bernard, 
barous, and almost PaganJ* 
^Tom these expressions of the Romanists, and 
3rs of a quite contrary bearipg, which were 
)rted to when conciliation was convenient, I 
lid deduce two arguments, to prove that the 
urch of Ireland did, until the 12th century, 
ctically exercise its functions in a manner quite 
^pendent of Rome. This is to be clearly 
uced, in the first place, from the mode in which 
Qonduct has been animadverted on by the jealous 
erents of the papal see. It has been uniformly 
id, by them, schismatical, and even heretical; not 
f in later days, and after the Danish corruptions, 
m her discipline became thoroughly relaxed, but 
n before that period, when lonas, the biographer 
[^olumbanus, bears witness to Ireland, as a nation 
cb, " although without such laws as govern other 
pie, flourished in the vigour of Christian doctrine, 
«8 to exceed the faith of the neighbouring 
ions.'' This stigma was attempted to be attached 
ler on the very first mission of Palladius, as if it 
"6 to believers in Christ, " but not rightly." Again, 
lomanist historian, in recording the case of the 
ee chapters in 553, ranks the Irish with the 
ismatics. Columbauus, a few years after, vindi- 
e them from the current charges of heresy and 
isni, and declares (hem to have been neN^t XvviXA.^ 
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to the just imputation of either. Wiliredy in €64, 
accoses them of schism ; excosing them, at the same 
time, on account of their ignorance and remotenew 
from Rome ; and he refused to receive ordination as 
a bishop from their prelates. (Uss. Religion, p. 
106, &c.) Theodore, archbishop of Canterbury, 
in 670, exhibited his opinion of the anti-papal 
character of the Irish Churdi, in an nneqaivocal 
manner, as it is recorded by Bede; this was, by 
requiring that all who were consecrated bishops 1^ 
the Irish or British prelates, should again be coow- 
crated, or confirmed, by those of Rome. Pasriof^ 
by other instances in darker times, at length we find 
the entire papal party, in the eleventh and twelftk 
centuries — popes and legates, prelates and writcfi^ 
lavish in their abuse of the Irish Church, as notoslj 
filthy and barbarous, but schismatic and scarcely pa- 
gan-^nd why is all this ? Simply because the eostoni 
of our native church impugned the ambition and the 
avarice of Rome. I will not deny that some good mei 
might have been influenced by better motives--to 
revive decayed discipline, to cut off rotten membeni 
and such like, when, in later times, a deteriora- 
tion really exi8ted — hut we cannot forget the domi- 
nion arrogated, and the Peter's pence coveted, by tke 
worldly pontiffs, and that it was the combined deelioD 
and succession of primates that called down the 
heavy censure of St. Bernard. The entire, therefon^ 
of this jealous nomenclature, before a decay in pradiee 
as well as after it, indicates a perfect consdonsoeab 
in the minds of tbe Kom«n\«l ^«K\i»d&) >duil ^^ 



^ 
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scipline of the Irish Church had little correspondence 
\th Rome'* — that, in fact, it was practically, and at 
1 times, independent of that see. 
To take this in another point of view — ^the Irish, 
ho are stigmatized with these hard names by some, 
« treated with respect by others, as if possessing 
ose marks in the constitution of their church, which 
Btmped upon it a difference from Rome, but which, 
though erroneous, it had a prescriptive title to 
joy. Thus, at a very early period, Gregory L 
lJ>. 592) sent to all the bishops in Ireland the 
K>k which his predecessor. Pope Pelagius, wrote 
I the question of the three chapters, requesting of 
em to study it, and seeking to persuade them to unity 
Km the^subject — <' charitatem vestram admoneo** — 
id Honorius, as we have seen, some few years after, 
horiedy not commanded, the same clergy to cele- 
mte their Easter after the manner of all others. 
\kxmy Lanfrane, archbishop of Canterbury, in his 
tter to Turlogh, king of Ireland, a.b. 1081, 
quests of him to assemble a synod, to correct the 
inaes of his church, and, in other words, to assimi- 
ke it more to Rome ; acknowledging thus the inde- 
flsdoice both of his kingdom and his church. In 
;e maimer Anselm, the successor of Lanfrane, 
peats the same advice, and by doing so makes a 
nflar admission.* Thus Henry II. himself, and 

^ It Is impoBsible to exhibit this by stronger terms than 
Bse med by Anselm — " Precor, obsecro, et consulo^ sicut Ule 
MD vald^ diligo/' &c. ; ** quatenns consUio bouoxxxm V\xq- 
■ 0t mplenUum regni vestri corrigere atudiaWs.*^ 
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the pope Adrian IV., found it necessary to have 
recourse to a great national synod at Cashel; in 
order that there, by universal consent^ the ancient dis- 
cipline should be changed; and the Irish, by its merger 
in the Anglican Church, made from thenceforth 
entirely to conform with that of Rome. Thus also^ 
most particularly, the life and acts of the celebrated 
primate Malachy, as related by his biographer the 
more celebrated St. Bernard, a Romanist of the 
highest intelligence and credit, affords us this species 
of evidence. With a detail of the events connected 
with this prelate's journey to Rome, events which 
greatly prepared the way for the acts of the synod, 
we may properly conclude this history of Ireland's 
freedom in her native church. 

^ The Primate Celsus had enjoined upon his dying 
bed, that the staff of St. Patrick should be delivered 
to Malachy, declaring him his successor in the me- 
tropolitan see of Armagh. At this period, about 
A.D. 1146, the Irish Church was in a state of great 
disorder; and Malachy found it also replete with 
ancient and peculiar usages, so numerous and un- 
catholic, that he resolved to visit Rome himself, and 
apply for a remedy to the sovereign pontiff. The dif- 
ficulties attending such a journey in that age — ^fatal 
indeed to Malachy in a second attempt — attest his 
zeal ; and this again bears witness to the importance, ia 
his estimation, of the occasion. It was not the corree* 
tion of modern neglects — these he might, with the 
co-operation of the other bishops, have easily recti- i 

£ed, without the special \u\,«tte«tt<i^ ^f! Uie Pope, I 
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and many of them were so ; but it was, as the sequel 
demonstrates, the deeply imbibed taint of antiquated 
peculiarity, which required the most powerful in- 
fioences a£ his holiness to remove. This consisted 
diiefly in the number of bishops, and their mode of 
appointment, which was altogether without reference 
to Rome, — '^from which cause arose that universal 
dissolution of ecclesiastical discipline, that disregard 
of caisure, and decay of reL'gion in Ireland."'*' 
The number of these, Bernard complains, was multi- 
plied according to the pleasure of the metropolitan — 
a custom, according to O'Halloran, (Vol. II. p. ?•) 
^ practised by St. Patriek and his successors, to the 
great advantage and increase of Christianity." There 
were many other things wrong, which did not, how- 
ever, require the high power of the pontiff to alter ; 
for Malachy had previously and of his own authority 
corrected some of them. Thus, as Bernard informs 
11S9 he, ^ ^ the neWf instituted the most wholesome use 
of confession, the sacrament of confirmation, and 
the contract of marriage — all of which they," the 
Irishy ^were ignorant of, or did neglect" — that is, 
he introduced these as sacraments of the church ; 
far it is not to the mere rite of marriage that St. 
Bernard alludes, since he tells us, in this same book, 
that this was duly practised among them. 

^ « A most pemicions custom had been established by t)ie 
tfabdieal ambition of some men in power, of getting posses- 
ion of the seat of St. Patrick by hereditary succession ; nor 
would they permit any to be elected bishops who were not of 
their own sept and family, for fifteen bVaViov& ol \}toL<& v^ssl^ 
blood hsd Bucoeaaively gorerned tlua chuTchJ'* 
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It is very worthy of remark, by the way, how 
many are the variances of discipline in the Irish 
Church from that of Rome, that are recorded in this 
authentic record of St. Bernard, and in the genuine 
works and letters of cotemporary Romanists — va- 
riances that could not, for the most part, have crept 
in, but were coeval with the first planting of the 
Gospel in Ireland, and had grown with its growth. 
We have noticed the great discrepancies connected 
with the episcopal order — the number, the appdnt- 
raent of bishops ; we have seen that the use of con- 
fession, confirmation, and marriage, as saeraments, 
was unknown — these were instituted anew ; and 
two centuries before, we are told, by Alcuin, the 
preceptor of Charlemagne, that none of the laity in 
Ireland would <<make his confession to a priest** 
Bernard abo testifies to the marriage of the clergy, 
even that of the Primate Celsus, a.d. 1089 — "more 
gentis suae" — as it is said in an ancient M.S. in the 
library of Dublin College (C. i. 26.). He also teDs 
us of the Primate's irregularity in the actual erectioo 
of a bishop's see into an archbishopric, and Uuf 
without a pall from Rome; and of his nominating 
Malachy as his successor — a nomination that was by 
no means amended, so as to suit the orthodox taste of 
Bernard, by his putting this succession into the old 
and customary course of election, and by his writing 
to the monarchs, Mortagh and Domhnal, requesting 
<< that they would use their influence and authority to 
confirm his nomination." To this catalogue of abomi- 
nations might be added lYiaX o\^ or^ft^ <*that infants 
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were baptized without a consecrated chrism," as 
Lanfranc in his letter eomplains ; and also that of 
no less ancient origin, aud which had just given an 
occasion to the legate Gillebertus, for the writing of 
his book, <' de uso Ecclesiastieo," against the various 
masses and liturgy of the Irish clergy, all of them 
differing from, and exclusive of, that of Rome. 

But to return to Malachy's journey. I shall ex- 
tract St. Bernard's account of it, as it appears in 
the version of Dr. Rock (p. 115.) *< It seined to him, 
that it would not be sufficieitly safe to take any 
steps in this business, without the authority of the 
apostolic see; he therefore resolved on going to 
Rome, and chiefly because the use of the pall — the 
fulness of honour — was still, and had from the he- 
ginmng^ been wanting to the metropolitan see. Be- 
sidas this, th^e was another metropolitan see, that of 
CaslKl — '* for this also did Malachy wish to get the 
pall ; and to have its prerogative, which it had atquired 
from the beneficence of Celstu, confirmed to it by 
the authority of the apostolic see. For Malachy, 
wishful for every holy rite, not one of which he would 
bave had his countrymen deprived of, much regretted 
that up to that time Ireland never had the pall.*' 

'* There was then in the apostolic chair. Pope 
Innocent II. of happy memory, who graciously re- 
ceived him; and, on Malachy's preparing to go 
back home, commissioned him to act in his stead, by 
appointing him legate over the whole of Ireland. 
After this, Malachy asked to have the election 
ef the new metropolitan see con^tm^^ vcA 
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palls to be given him for both bishoprics. As for 
the confirmation he immediately got that privilege ; 
< but for the palls,' said the Roman pontiff, ' it be- 
hoveth to act with greater solemnity. Hawing 
called together the bishops, the clergy^ the chief men 
of the country, yon must hold a general council ; and 
thus, by the connivance and common wish of all, you 
must ask through worshipful persons for the pall, and 
it shall be granted to you.* Moreover the pope 
taking off the mitre from his own head, put it on 
Malachy's; and he gave him a stole and maniple, 
which he was accustomed to wear when be offered 
up [the sacrifice] ; and then, saluting him with a 
holy kiss of peace, he sent him away, upheld by the 
apostolic blessing and authority.*' 

There are many striking circumstances that most 
occur to every attentive reader of this story. The first 
of these is the vast importance of the occasion ; it 
was not, as I have already said, the mere cleansiDg 
and restoring of a corrupted church from the defile- 
ments it had acquired from neglect — ^it was the in- 
troducing of a radical change into the very constitii- 
tion of one long established, independent, and even 
adverse in its principles to that of Rome. Again, 
there is the sending hither of the pall from the Pope, 
that great badge of archiepiscopal investiture, under 
the supremacy of that pontiff— I do believe with 
Archbishop Ussher, that the title had for sevond 
centuries been known in Ireland ; but it was not t j 
Roman, but an independent dignity in the chnrdi, 
Bnd was holden in tVus lalaii^ mVVoi^aX. ^^^<^ ^j^qolnt* 
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ment or approbation. In the third place, there is 
manifested, on the part of Innocent, the greatest 
satisfaction, on account of this voluntary offer of 
subjection on the part of the Irish primate. '' He 
well knew,'* says O'Halloran, ''that hitherto the 
Irish nation paid these small dues called Peter's 
p^ice to the see of Armagh, which the rest o. Europe 
paid to Rome" — (another most important evidence, 
by the way, of its independence of that see) — but, 
still further, he hailed the offer of a peaceful acquies- 
cence in his entire supremacy ; and he shrewdly closed 
with the occasion, so fairly presented, of a national 
acknowledgment of it. But, especially, we cannot but 
perceive that the Pope felt quite conscious that a move- 
ment so material, so comprehensive, so fundamental, 
ought not, nay could not, be constitutionally made by 
any individual authority, however high; but that, 
to secure its permanency and universality, the sanc- 
tion of a great and general council, composed of the 
usual constituents of such assemblies in Ireland, thQ 
great men as well as the clergy, was requisite. He 
sends back Malachy, therefore, armed with ample 
powers to convene one, which he accordingly did 
without delay. 

The council was holden early in 1 148, at Holm- 
patrick* Among other things, Malachy, who as 
legate presided, was commissioned to return with 
lull authority to Rome. The prelate immediately 
set forth on his journey, but never returned ; he died 
at Clairvaux on his way. Pope £ugenius III., how- 

r, in the year 1 151, transmiUe^ IV^ iwa \^J^\ft 
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Ireland, by the hands of Cardinal Paparo^ his apoe- 
tolic legate ; and the cardinal delivered them to Uie 
four metropolitans at the celebrated synod of KdlS) 
holden by him in March, 1 152. This assembly, over 
which the papal resident legate, Christian, Bishop of 
Lismore, presided, and which was attended by twenty- 
four Irish prelates, was entirely national. We learn 
from the annalists, says Doctor Rock, ''that princes, 
and kings, and crowds of Irish nobility went there, 
and that altogether there was no smaller nnm- 
ber than 3,000 ecclesiastics present" The occasion 
for holding it was, indeed, important, and the conse- 
quences most material ; for the popish sapremacy, 
in its fulness, was virtually confirmed by the receiring 
of the palls, and some remaining traces of Eastern 
connection were removed, by reducing the number of 
bishopricks. I have already shewn that one prompt 
result of its measures was, to merge fifteen sees in 
that of Meath, and to convert them into rural dea- 
neries. 

But still much remained to be done, and much th« 
was heterodox in church government to be remove^ 
Bishops, for instance, were still appointed by ele 
tion. — In truth, it was not until the year 1 206, wh 
Egan M'Gillivider was nominated primate by f 
Pope, (Ware's Bishops and Columbanus's fiflh let^ 
p. 43), that any instance of appointment by pf 
provision occurred in Ireland ; and this was on the 
portunity that presented itself to that pontiff for ir 
feriDg in the decision of a contested election. Evf 
the attempt was resisted, aa^ \)a\ft\.wi>a^ VWdajat 
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J<^ ; whose acquiescence was meanly purchased, by 
the payment of three hundred marks of silver, and 
three of gold. So very difficult was it to root out the 
principle of independence in this material matter — ^it 
exhibited here all that continuity for which oriental 
customs are remarkable, and which time only serves 
to strengthen, but not destroy. 

We perceive then how it became necessary, with 
Boch strong prejudices opposed against the princi- 
l^es of the papacy, for Adrian, the reigning Pope, 
to act with vigor. He was well seconded by the 
obsequiousness and ambition of Henry, in these his 
strenuous efforts " to advance the interests of reli- 
gion in Ireland ** — ^that is, to extend over this " bar- 
barous nation" the wings of Romanism — affording it 
thus ^* such protection as vultures give to lambs — 
covering and devouring them." It was peculiarly 
requisite, in order to fix the principle of papal domi- 
nancy upon the broadest and most secure basis, that 
a synod should be holden armed with the fullest 
power, and exercising^ the most ample authority ; 
which should, by one compr^ensive law, convey all 
possible heterodoxies, latent or apparent, that already 
existed or might yet spring up, into one absorbing 
cesspool, where the principle of assimilation might at 
once put into action all its destructive and regenerat- 
ing powers. With this view, the celebrated Synod 
of Cashel was convened, and there, '*at one fell 
swoop," it was unanimously declared — ^that *' for the 
fiiture, in all parts of the Church of Ireland, the 
divine service, after the likenien of mo%t hftU) <Avm.t^\v^ 
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is to be done according to what the Anglican church 
observeth" — "Quod omnia divina, ad instar sacro- 
sanetae ecclesise, juxtaquod Anglicana observat eccle- 
sia, in omnibus partibus ecclesise (Hibemiee) amodo 
tractentur.'' (Cambr. Hib. Expur, lib. I. c. 33, 34.) 
In other words, let the independence of the Irish 
church be now at length annihilated for ever. 
From all that has been here detailed it will ap- 
pear, that there is sufficient to justify the Pro- 
testants in attributing to this synod so much im- 
portance ; and that Doctor Rock has no just warrant 
whatsoever for undervaluing this decree. Is it not 
manifest that it established the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion here, to all the extent in which it then existed ia 
England ? and is it not equally clear, that all the 
manoeuvres that led to it, and all the circumstances 
connected with them, demonstrate beyond a doubt, 
that up to the time at which it passed, Ireland re- 
tained traces of her original independence, so strong 
that every possible effort was required to efface them? 
It may be interesting, in conclusion, to remark, 
and useful to shew, as a proof of the long-continued 
vitality of the primitive' church in this island, that 
even after its apparent extinction, and much subse- 
quently to the Synod of Cashel, some sparks still re- 
mained living in the embers, which occasionally emit- 
ted not only a faint momentary, but even a continued 
light. It, would, however, lead me too far from the 
simple object of this work, were I to enlarge upon 
this part of the subject : but the Irish were not a 
people that could be easilj dnveci ^TQm\!ck.^\£ti«don8l J 
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predilectioDS, at the will of their British masters; 
and Doctor Lanigan distinctly declares, that, wher- 
ever they preserved their independence, the clergy 
and people looked only to their own ecclesiastical 
rules, as if the Synod of Cashel had never been held. 
(Vol. iv. p. 217.) 

We have an instance of this jealousy of their 
liberty existing among our hierarchy, that occurred 
just before the synod of Cashel. It is related by 
Ussher, that the sending of the bishops of Dublin 
to the Primate of England for consecration, pro- 
duced a strong sensation. ** Know you for verity," 
is the expression of a letter from the people of 
Dublin to that prelate, '* that the bishops of Ireland 
bave great indignation towards us, and the bishop 
most of all tbat dwelleth at Armagh, because we 
will not obey their ordination, but will always be 
under your government." (Relig. of Anc. Irish, p. 86.) 
Much later, in the year 1484, Pope Innocent by a 
boll established the collegiate church of Galway; 
and be tells us in it, that it is for the spiritual uses 
of civilized citizens, whose customs differed from the 
Irishy who were for ever disturbing them from re- 
ceiving '*the holy sacraments according to the 
EttgUsh decency" — (Hardiman's Galway, App.); 
and when Cardinal Wolsey, as pope's legate, sent 
over a supply of bulls and dispensations to Ireland, 
he was informed that they were but little sought 
for there, as the Irish << questioned his grace's au- 
thority in Ireland, especially outside the !^«lW (f!^^ 
p. 818.) 
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Indeed the tracts of Dr. O'Connor, published un- 
der the name of Columbanus, exhibit the truth of 
this <* fond adherence/' so much in character with 
the genuine Hibernian. I have already quoted his 
authority (p. 82,^ to show that the custcHn of electing 
bishops existed among the native Irish, even to this 
our time ; — " usque ad nostra tempora" — together 
with his caution to them not to permit this their an- 
cient right to be taken from them — ^ ab uno enim 
passu facile progreditur ad alium." 

Sufficient has now been said, without dwelling more 
upon modem instances, to establish the negative to 
this proposition of Dr. Rock, that *' the Irish Church 
has ALWAYS not only acknowledged, but yielded 
obedience, to the papal supremacy ; and, from its 
very beginning, been closely united with Rome, 
through all ages, up to the present time.** It 
may be useful at this period to repeat, and particu- 
larly to urge the fact — that all the seditious clamour 
that now labours to couple the name of Saxon with 
that of heretic, is founded in essential falsehood; 
and that it was at the same period with the English 
dynasty, and chiefly through its instrumentality, and 
the exertions of the only Englishman that ever was 
sovereign pontiff of Rome, that the religion of 
popery was finally established by legal acknowledg- 
ment in Ireland. 

THE DOCTRINES OF THE ANCIENT IRISH AT VARI- 
ANCE WITH THOSE OF THE COUNCIL OF TRENT. 

Having proved that tVie i\xTi^amftw\s\ ^^^^taqI 
papal supremacy was not \io\4eiii «X tiSiVj ^^ ^tv- 



VARIANCE OF ANCIENT AND MODERN TENETS. 157 

mitive church of Ireland, in its earliest centuries, or 
with entire and unbroken dependence since the period 
when it was first admitted, I proceed to notice a 
third dogma of Doctor Rock ; which, as far as con- 
cerns our island, is thus expressed (p. 6) — ''That 
this Irish Church has ever held, neither more nor less 
than that very same religious belief, taught by the 
now reigning Pope Gregory XVI." But as Doctor 
Rock has promised us, " very shortly," a separate 
notice on this interesting subject, it would be obvi- 
ously premature in me to discuss it here — especially 
as I have already done so in a work entitled '' Reli- 
gion of the Ancient Irish Saints before a.d. 600." 
I shall, therefore, exhibit a very few extracts of 
Roman Catholic authorities, chiefly taken from that 
publication, from which this at least will be manifest 
— that the Irish Church did not hold that absolute 
identity of religious belief with the reigning Pope, — 
the ** neither more nor less" than is now taught by 
him, and which is with such confidence challenged 
for it on the part of Rome. 

The present pontiff, Greg. XVI., has sent forth an 
encyclical letter, bearing date May 8, 1844, containing 
the following passages, among many similar — " We 
confirm and renew the decrees, delivered in former 
times by apostolic authority, against the publication, 
distribution, reading, and possession of books of the 
Holy Scriptures, translated into the vulgar tongue." 
The letter is long, I must be contented to refer to it ; 
and it is notorious that its spirit is Q^\\fc ^\. N^>3cv«»Rfe 
with that which I shall now proc^e^ \ft csicc^s^x* 
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From the genuine works of St. Patrick, we find 
that he refers to no other ground of doctrine, but '^it 
is written " — there is not in them a trace of any other 
authority being adduced, or relied on. With respect 
to his own practice, even Jocelin (c xii.) informs ns, 
that he exercised himself much in the reading of the 
Scriptures, "ab ipso primaevo pubertatis," "from 
the very earliest age of puberty." Of St Columbkill, 
also, we are told, by his biographer Adanmanus (lib. 
i. c. 1), that he was one — <<quietiam a puero deditoa 
Christiano tyrocinio et sapientiae studiis** — "who, 
even from his boi/hood, was given to a Christian eda- 
cation, and the studies of wisdom.** " Fortunately,'* 
says the Rev. Mr. Carew (Ecc. Hist., p. 352), "for 
Columbanus, his master was ardently devoted to the 
study of the Sacred Scriptures ;** and he tells us also 
of St. Finian, the celebrated founder of the great 
seminary at Clonard, " that for seven years after his 
return, he employed himself in the study of the Sacred 
Scriptures, and instructing others in the knowledge 
of them" — an excellent model for modem national 
education. A remarkable fact is still further told us 
by Bede (lib. iv. 23, Stapleton's translations) of St. 
Hilda, abbess of Lindisfame, that such " religious 
men as lived under her government, ske made to be- 
stow their time in the reading of the Scriptures.** 
Again, this venerable historian relates of St. Aidan, 
the principal of St. Columbkill's successors, that "a// 
such as went with him, whether clergy or laity^ were 
obliged to exercise tbemseVveA ^\V)ci^\ \tl 't^<^^£al%^^ 

Scriptures, or in the learning o^VY^ft^^^^oaV^Viwaie 

(Hist. lib. iii. c- 5 and 26.^ 



VARIANCE OF ANCIENT AND MODERN TENETS. 159 

But it would be manifest waste of time were I to 
enlarge upon the ancient character of Ireland in this 
respect, even from the time of St. Chrysostom, who 
wrote thus about the year 400 — ''Although thou 
ehouldest go to the ocean and those British isles," 
&c^ " thou shouldest hear all men, every where, dis- 
coursing matters out of the Scriptures, with another 
▼oice indeed, but not with another faith" — (De util. 
Scrip. £d. Sav. V. viii. p. 3} — and so through those 
subsequent centuries, during which Ireland established 
her fame as an island full of holy men, who <' ob- 
served only those works of piety and charity, which 
they could learn in the prophetical, evangelical, and 
apostolical writings."— (Bede iii. 4.) 

It is scarcely necessary to add, that all this is ad* 
verse, both in principle and in practice, to the pre- 
cepts inculcated in the circular letter of Gregory 
X VL ; and, as I have so often, and in a connection 
not much to his credit, made mention of a wise pon- 
tifll his predecessor, and the first of his name, who 
was styled '< the great," I think it but just to redeem 
bis character somewhat, by transcribing the following 
most beautiful passage from his works. It is con- 
tained in a letter addressed to Leo, Archbishop of 
Seville — ** As the Word of God contains mysteries 
capable of exercising the most discerning mind, so it 
includes truths fit to nourish the most simple and 
IgiMnrant It carries on its surface wherewithal to 
DOoriBh its children, and keeps in its recesses that 
which may wrap fn admiration the most eiL«k^ 
i; being like a river bioad «ji^^^«^>vft.Vsi\^ 
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a lamb may walk, or as elephant can swim." This 
was written at the end of the sixth century. More 
than twelve have separated the reigns of the two 
Gregories; the difference between the teachings 
of their several epistles can only be duly estimated in 
eternity. 

But to the religious belief taught by the reigning 
pontiff we are referred for a sample of that holden in 
the ancient Irish Church. At first there seems to be 
some difficulty attached to an appeal thus made to 
the opinions of an individual, as if it were possible to 
ascertain them with certainty and with precision ; but 
this difficulty entirely vanishes, when we recollect the 
unchangeable unity of faith that distinguishes the 
Roman Catholic Church, and that the Catechism of 
the Council of Trent must be assented to by all its 
members, under the penalty of anathema, and of in- 
curring, not only *< indignationem omnipotentis Dei,** 
but also *'beatorum Petri et Paulo, apostolorum 
ejus " — not only the anger of the Almighty, but of 
his apostles Peter and Paul. (See Creed of Pius 
IV.) The decrees of that council, therefore, present 
us with the religious belief of Pope Gregory XVI. ; 
let us examine whether or not it agree in the most 
material — the fundamental principle of all — with that 
of our early Irish Church. And let us remember, that 
any one instance of comparison will suffice us 
to establish the truth, or otherwise, of the *^ neither 
more nor less** agreement between them, that is aa^ 
gerted in the dogma now un^et eotAvdetatlon. 
The Council of Trent dec\M^, ^Ttv\- '^swk^-^. 
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Can. 11, &c.) — "If any one say that men are justi- 
fied, either by the sole imputed righteousness of 
Christ, or the sole remission of sins, exclusive of the 
grace and charity which should be shed in their hearts 
by the Holy Spirit, and remain in them ; or likewise 
that the grace hy which we be justified is the mere 
FAVOR OF God — let him be anathema." And 
again — " If any one shall say, that the good works 
of a justified man are so the gifts of God, that they 
are not also the good merits of the justified man him- 
self ; or that the justified man himself, by good works^ 
which, through the grace of God and the merit of 
Christ, are done by him, does not truly merit an 
increase of grace — eternal life — and, if he depart in 
grace, the possession of eternal life, and also an in- 
crease of glory — ^let him be accursed." 

We shall now examine the views of St. Patrick. 
In the Epistle to Coroticus, and his confession, he 
writes thus : " I was as a stone which lies in the 
deep mire; and he who is mighty came, and took 
me out of it in his mercy ; and he indeed raised me 
up, and placed me on the top of the wall." (Opusc. 
p. 5.) " But what shall I say, or what shall I pro- 
mise unto my Lord ? because I see nothing that he 
has not bestowed upon me." (p. 21.) And again — 
" I am greatly A debtor to God, who has vouch- 
safed to me so much grace, that so many people 
should be born unto God, through me." (Opusc. 
p. 14.) Once more — " Behold, I now commend m^ 
BovH to my most faithful God, -wViO^^ ^\:s^^s»r^^^'^'^ 
am, in my great imwort\imftarf' — ^^^Va. \^^^^'^^ 
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raed." (pp. 21 and 28.) <<Non sum dignns Deo 
neque hominibus subvenire" — **I am unworthy to 
assist either God or man." And all the genuine 
works of St. Patrick are but comments on the fol- 
lowing text, which he himself most forcibly pro- 
poses thus — <* These are not my words, but those of 
God, and the apostles, and the prophets, that have 
never lied — * He who believeth shall be saved ; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned.' " — (Opusc 
p. 30.) 

St. Paul, in writing to the Christian Church of 
Rome in his day, says (Romans iii. 20-24, 27, 28) 
that — " By the deeds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified in his sight' '' But now the 
righteousness of God without the law is manifested, 
being witnessed by the law and the prophets, even 
the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus 
Christ, unto all, and upon all them that believe ; for 
there is no diflerence ; for all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God. Being justified freely by 
his grace, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus. Where is boasting then? It is excluded, i 
By what law ? — of works ? Nay ; but by the law 
of faith. Therefore, we conclude that a man is 
justified by faith without the deeds of the law." 
These extracts may for the present sufiice ; and ne 
may be assured that, in agreeing with St. Patrick, 
according to this doctrine of St. Paul, we are in no 
danger of incurring either Paul's indignation, or that 
of the Apostle Peter who taught the same things, let 
the creed of Pope Plus denoxwice ^-^Sx.^"^, 
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This view of doctrine was not lost in Iceland so 
late as the ninth century ; for, in the year 818, we 
find it to be thus opened out in the commentary of 
the celebrated SeduHus : — 

" All mankind stood condemned in the apostatical 
root (of Adam), with so just and divine a judgment, 
that even were none of them freed from thence, no 
man could rightly blame the justice of God ; and 
such as were freed must have been so freed, that from 
the many that were not freed, but left in their most 
just condemnation, it might be manifested what the 
whole lump had deserved. That also the due judgment 
of God had condemned even those that are justified, 
unless mercy had relieved them from that which was 
due ; that every mouth of those who gloried in their 
merits might be stopped, and he that glorieth should 
glory in the Lord.'* (In Rom. ix.) — " God hath so 
ordered it, that he will be gracious to mankind, if 
they do believe that they are to be freed by the 
blood of Christ." (In Rom. iii.) — "And the patriarchs 
and the prophets were not justified by the works of 
the law, but by faith." (In Gal. ii.)— And lastly— 
** This faith, when it hatli been justified, sticks in the 
soil of the soul, like a root that hath received a shower ; 
that, when it hath begun to be cultivated by the law 
of God, boughs may rise up again on it, which may 
bear the fruit of works — Therefore the root of 
righteousness doth not grow out of works, but the 
fruit of works from the root of rig fttcous-aes^'' — 
(In 'Rom. iv.) 
I shall conclude this very Wiei xi^\Xe^ Q»^ '^^'^ '^'^* 
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nets of modern Roman Catholics with one more; se 
lected not for its importance, but because of some 
remarkable particulars connected with it — I mean the 
celibacy of the clergy. I have no doubt that the 
reigning pontiff could never countenance doctrines 
which permitted the priest Potitus, or the deacon 
Calphumius — the grandfather and father of St. Pa- 
trick — to enter into wedlock ; and yet we must pre- 
sume it of them, or suppose him to have been of 
doubly illegitimate birth. It is singular enough* 
that a fact relating to the first Gregory of Rome 
exhibits, by another example, the essential changei 
which time has wrought in the Church of Rome^ id 
the course of twelve centuries ; for we read in Bede, 
(Eccl. Hist II. 1.) that Gregory's great grandfather 
was Pope Felix, his predecessor in the Apostolic See 
— '< Felix, ejusdem sedis Apostolicse quondam Episco- 
pus, fuit ata>Tis." What does Pope Gregory X\T. 
think of this ?— does it agree neither more nor ktf 
with his present doctrines ? 

But to return to the customs of our island in this 
particular, I shall repeat very shortly, that in Ireland, 
even so late as the eleventh and twelfth centuries, in 
the very see of Armagh, *' the primacy passed to the 
chief of the sept, as a kind of inheritance, for fif- 
teen generations." Thus, Amalgaid, who was Pri- 
mate in the year 1021, was father to two bishops cf 
that see. We have seen that Celsus, bishop of A^ 
magh, who died a.d. 1129* was a married man ; the 
eight primates wbo pieced^ him were also marriei 
/ liave thus put togelYiet wm^ ^RsNxet^ \&siSGQbets 
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of OUT early church, several of them taken from the 
monmnents of Romanist antiquity; we find them there 
preserved in their original truth, although clothed with 
the fictions of Rome's middle age, and tinted with 
suitable colouring by modern legend. The subject is 
vastly important and interesting ; and I trust that it 
may be followed up by many, with more learning and 
more power, more leisure and more talent, than I 
possess. To conclude, the closer we examine into 
the now venerated antiquities of papal doctrines and 
practice, the nearer shall we find them to resemble 
the dry and mouldy loaves, by the production of 
which the Gibeonites would fain have persuaded the 
people of Israel, that they came " from a very far 
country" — (Josh. ix. 9>) and discover them to be 
comparatively modem in their invention, and entirely 
insidious in their object. 
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I. 

Intboduotion. — Page 17. 

SuoBT extracts from an address, which, with splendid copies 
of the <' Biblia Sacra Polyglotta Bagsteriana** in eight lan- 
guages, the "Liturgia Britannica Octaglotta,** the "Irish 
Bible,*' and ** Irish Prayer Book,** was presented by Irish 
Teachers (178 in number) of the Kingscourt district, to the 
author, as Secretary of the Irish Society for instructing the 
people through the medium of their natire tongue, on his 
visiting Kingscourt, in November, 1845 : — 

" HoNOUBED SiB,— Deputed by our brethren, teachers in 
connexion with the Kingscourt branches of the Irish Society, 
we embrace this opportunity of your visiting us, to offer, in 
their name and our own, an humble tribute of respectful 
attachment to your person, and to express the grateful feel- 
ings of our hearts for your long and unwearied exertions in 
the cause of Scriptural Education for the Native Irish. 

« From your little volume, entitled, < The Catholic Reli- 
gion,* we know, on authority incontrovertible, that Ireland 
was connected with the ancient Catholic Church long before 
her subjection to Rome ; we are now convinced that RonuM' 
itm it a hereby and a novelty, and that, by our secession 
from the Roman, and adhesion lo tYi«lt\&\v C^^^<(^vi ^^X^qk^^ 
we hMwe merely thrown off thft \ins«i\^\?snX «*ssn»r««««^ 
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of the Trent modern Coancil, and returned to the pore, an- 
cient, and scriptural Church of our Fathers. 

'* Though persecution and anathema deter many from unit- 
ing with us^ still the Irish Bible and the Irish School have 
raised up intelligent men, who will not be prevented from 
reading the Holy Scriptures. These men know, that for 
centuries past their brethren in Ireland, speaking the Irish 
language exclusively, have been allowed to live and to die 
without the Scriptures in their own tongue ; they know that 
the Church of Rome until this day^ has not provided a trans- 
lation of the Scriptures in Irish — they know, if it had not 
been for the Irish Society, they themselves must have beei 
as the neglected generations departed. They feel, then,m<«t 
grateful to you, and to the Committee of the Irish Sodelji 
for Irish Schools and the Irish Bible. They have it — ^th^ 
are reading it — they will read it, and hand it down to their 
children's children as the most valuable gift that Irehuid 
ever received. 

" Signed in behalf of ourselves, and our fellow-teachers, 
&c. &cr 



II. 

Page 84. 

The first occurrence of the name ** Culdee" is in the To- 
pographia of Giraldus Cambrensis, (Distinc 2, c. 4, p. 716,) 
he there writes thus : — <*£st lacus Momonii Boreali doss 
continens insulas, unam nugorem, alteram minorem. M^jor 
ecclesiam habet antiqme religionis, minor vero capellam cai 
pauci coelibcs^ quos coelicolas vel Colideos vocant, devote 
deserviunt." The passage is remarkable — it is to be implied 
from it that the Culdees were not of the ancient religion of tlie 
country, and that celibacy was not a mark of it ; this also if 
manifest, and moat worthy of attentVoii, t\va.X, «.\.\^<^^&sfc^ 
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the invasion of Henry II., the era of Giraldos, there was an 
ancient religion in Ireland, notoriously diverse from that 
of more modem introduction. 

In the Annals of Ulster, ad ann. 386, it is thus recorded : — 
** Kelidei Hibemiensis Scotia) modernse jus suum episcopis 
eligendi retinuere, usque ad Saeculum xiii." This passage 
assimilates the religion of the Culdees to the ancient one of 
this country, in this point of the election of bishops. 

In the Annals of the Four Masters, ad ann. 806, a Culdee 
is again mentioned — '* Hoc anno venit Colideus de partibus 
transmarinis.** The note of Dr. O' Conor to this passage 
by no means assists us, and, I presume to suggest, that he is 
much mistaken — ** Ordo erat religiosa," he says, antiquitus 
ni fallor druidica; quse, abjecto Ethnicismo, et Christi fide 
amplex^, nonnulla tamen veterum instituta servasse videtur." 
He traces them elsewhere, through St. Patrick and St. Martin 
of Tours, to the eastern connexion — sed vide Prol. i. 78. 

Something far more tangible respecting the body thus de- 
nominated is presented to us by Ussher, in his Primordia, 
(p. 637) and upon the high authority of his own knowledge ; 
his words are — ** In majoribus certe Ultoniensium ecclesiis, 
(ut in metropolitica Armachan^ et in Ecclesi^ de Cluan-ynish 
Clochorensis diseceseos), ad nostram usque memoriam, pres- 
byteros qui chore inservientes divina celebrabant officia 
Colideos, eorum prcsidem Priorem Colideorum appellatum, 
esse novimus." He proceeds to quote from a Bull of Pope 
Nicholas V., wherein mention is made of this Prior — 
" Prioratus Collegii secularium presbyterorum, Colideorum 
vulgariter nuncupatorum Armachanensium, simplex officium 
sinS cura existat — in loco Praecentoris ** — he was therefore, 
secular, without cure of souls, and performed the duties of 
Precentor. These last authorities define with tolerable * 
clearness the character of more modem Culdeea — t\v<M.<^ <^^ 
Cambrensis are more difficult to uiidet«Aasw\. tX^Kt^ ^a»fc\fia.\si 
be no sumcient foundation fox the coi^ectoa^ ^iT>x. C> ^^\tfst \ _ 
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and the writers who apply the name to primitive instifcoftioiiii 
confound them, without any warrant for doing so, with the 
early monastic establishments in lona, Undisfiumey and 
elsewhere. The estate of the Culdees of Armagh was, at 
Dean Murray asserts (Ireland and her Church, p. 70), trass- 
ferred, a.d. 1625, to the College of Dublin. 

Misled by some writers, I once put forth opinions r^ 
specting this controverted order, which I hare sinoe been 
couTinced are erroneous. 

Mr. Todd, in his ** History of the Ancient Church In Ire- 
land/' affords us some information, from a MS. respectia^ 
these Culdees ; and it seems to me to add to the proof, thil 
they were a body in the church connected with psalmody, and 
not perhaps a separate order. They were possessed of Ivdi 
in the see to which they belonged ; and were probably 
sary, for the due exercising of the old Cnrsns Scotormn. 



III. 

The Wbitiros or St. Patbick.-»Paob 106. 

The following is an enumeration of the works attributed 

to St. Patrick, first pat forth as his « Opuscula " by Sr 

James Ware ; re-edited by Signor VillanneTa, Dubfia, 

1835:— 

EUs Confession, or Letter to the Irish ; 

A Letter to the Christian Captives of Coroticus, a Mt ^ 

pirate; 
The Canons of several Synods ; 
A Tract de Tribus Habitaculis ; 
Another de Abusionibus Secull ; 
Some Sayings, Proverbs, &c. ; and 
Carta de Antiqmtaie K^aWoT^clu 

To these we moaX add, tiiQi^\i n^N. «&\xA\k^^«(^%. 



\ 
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Patrick's celebrated hymn. There is also a sermon, published 
as his, at the end of the Florilegium, and other works Ijftve 
been invented for him. 

It is proper that I should mention the reasons why I have 
admitted the first of these, and the hymn, as being so au- 
thenticj that arguments respecting St. Patrick may be justly 
founded on them ; and why I have not allowed so high an 
authority to the epistle to Coroticus, and to some among the 
canons that are generally admitted to be genuine. As for 
those that are either decidedly spurious, or of doubtful autho- 
rity, and are far from being '* admitted by both parties as 
authentic," I have no where relied on them. 

The Confession of St. Patrick, or his Epistle to the Irish, 
stands pre-eminently distinguished among these as a genuine 
work, on a high ground of proof, afforded by evidences ex- 
ternal and internal. First, Sir James Ware makes mention 
of four MSS. used by him in editing it ; among which is the 
celebrated Book of Armagh. The Signer Villanueva, in his 
edition of the Opuscula, has followed particularly, and in 
preference, a version of it which, as he says, " ex vetustis- 
simo Nobiliacensis S. Vedasti Monasterii codice exscriptum, 
evnlgarent prseclarse memorise viri Bollandus, Henschenius, 
et Papebrochius." We have, therefore, the authority of five 
most ancient MSS. for its authenticity ; of these, the Book of 
Armagh is considered to be of itself sufficient to place it be- 
yond doubt. The Cottonian MS. adds a testimony of above 
800 years old; and the ancient MS., from which, as the most 
correct and genuine, Signer Villanueva has chosen to edit 
his text, is presented to us accredited, or we may say in- 
dorsed, by the influential names of the BoUandists. 

This brings us, in the second place, to the consenting 
opinion of persons the most competent, from general learn- 
ing and acute inquiry into the T[)acWc\j\aT ^"^^^ Xa Vsrss^.'s^. 
right judgment on the subject oi ^e wi^wv\A&\\rj ^"^ ^^^ 
letter. All these are unanimous m T^<i«vNYa^ *"*. ^'*» '^scsw;^ 
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written bj Patrick in the fifth centorj of Ofiir era. Hot 
to. dwell on his many Uographen who have made H the 
foondation of much of their story, as P^obnSy in the teatt 
century* and others— (ViJlan. p. 11, and Warsas Lectori)— 
there are Cssher, Ware, Colgan, Tillemonty Dopin, 
D'Acherins, the Bollandists, &c. ; followed by other 1 
more modern still, soch as O'Conor, Lanigan, Moore, VB- 
lannera, Petrie, Betham, &c. ; who hare been conTineed hf 
the eridence thos exhibited to them. It is of great iniiori-- 
anoe to obserre, tliat these witn esses are of opposite ▼mrieti— 
of national and religions bias — being Protestants and lloniSB 
Catholics, foreigDcrs and Hibernians^ and, among the latter, 
mere Eoglish and Milesian. 

Tike iDtemal evidence of anthenticity afforded by tliU 
letter itself, will supply a third species of testimony in its 
fkronr ; arislDg from its quotations of Holy Scriptnrt, aad 
from its subject matter. 

Signor Villanuera asserts thus—'' Higus opnscnli, torn 
et Epistoke ad Coroticum, antiquitatem, satis argunnt Smeat 
Scripturae textns, landati e rersione juzta LXX. Seniomm 
interpretum; et non e tiim recenti 8. Hieronymi traaalm- 
tione, qu» S. Patricii ttro puUicitus non fnerat recepta." 

In a considerable number of the passages of Scripture 
quoted a Latin Tersion is employed, which appears to be 
peculiar to Ireland, and to differ equally from the Grecian sep- 
tuagint and the Latin rulgate ; and in the letter to Corotieasi 
Ecclesiasticus b alluded to as an inspired book, although it 
was not in Patrick's time admitted at Kome as canonical ; 
all these facts impugn the supposition of modem forgery. 

But the antiquity and authenticity of the Confession is 

especially prored by tlie fact, that it does not contain a single 

expression, calculated to sanction any one of the pecaliar 

doctrine* of the modem Uoman Catholic Church; although 

nimieroiie occaaiona oocur for ^(ukjdnt^ tXMna Ioi^^'^a^ ^tec 

/oriDed Apart of the writef'ft creed, ix ccwMTw*^ ^Caento 
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have been a modem forgery; and, as it has been thus preserved 
as well as accredited by modem Romanists, nninterpolated 
by their peculiar tenets, it mnst be both genuine, and of the 
highest antiquity. 

I shall not find it necessary to make any observations on the 
celebrated hymn of St. Patrick; its history is detailed at length, 
in Mr. Petrie*s account of the antiquities of Tara, in the Trans- 
actions of the R.I. A., vol. 18. It is preserved among the 
MSS. of Primate Ussher, in the Library of the University ; and 
had always been considered, by him and others, as most ancient 
and authentic. It is written in a beautiful hand, which no 
one at all acquainted with diplomatic remains can doubt to 
be older than the eighth century. Intemal evidences of 
its very great antiquity abound in it. It is pure from Ro- 
manist errors ; and that it was composed at a time of semi- 
pagan superstition is proved, by the invocations against tlie 
incantations of women. Smiths and Druids, that it contains. 

It remains to explain why I have not relied, equally with 
the confession, upon the epistle to Coroticus and the canons 
that are usually considered to bo genuine ; these are thirty- 
one passed in a Synod of St. Patrick, thirty-four of the Synod 
of Patrick Auxilius and Isserainus, together with twelve 
others — in all seventy-seven canons. A critical inquiry into 
the authenticity of all these opuscula would be highly inte- 
resting, and is a very great desideratum in Irish literature; 
but it would be misplaced here. It is proper, however, to 
obaerve, that the letter to Coroticus, although it possesses 
many evidences, and contains many internal marks of the an- 
tiquity assigned to it, stands not, as I have before remarked, 
upon the same high ground, with respect to auttiority, 
at the confession. In the first place, it is not in the Book 
of Armagh, where it might naturally bo expected to be found 
as the second epistle of St. Patrick ; although it is in the MS. 
I to by Yillanueva and others. And again^ ther<i v& ^ 
at its very commencemeiit, 'wYvVcVvH&N^'rj ^v^«^'Q^^^'^ 
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arranged, pointed, and understood by Doctor Lanigan and 
Signer VillanneTa, and from whence are dcdncible Bome 
questions respecting the use of the chrism, and baptism, and 
confirmation, which, however considered, cast a dubious hoe 
over the epistle. It would be tedious to discuss them here; 
but I have thought it safest, chiefly for these reasons, not 
to put forward its authority, so decidedly as that of the 
" Letter to the Irish." 

With respect to the canons, these are in collections attri- 
buted to each synod, and are always presented in one series as 
issuing from such synod. Every such series contains some 
that are decidedly apocryphal, and some that are doubtful. 
Each body of canons, therefore, cannot in a body be ad- 
mitted as genuine ; and, if interpolation be supposed, we have 
no means of deciding which particular canon may or may not 
have been the subject of it. We are, therefore, prevented 
from relying with implicit confidence on any. This is not a 
place for entering upon this very critical subject ; it will be 
sufficient to notice a few of the most marked particulars, 
which have decided me in ranking these canons in a secon- 
dary grade of authenticity, as compared with the confession. 

The 9th canon of the Synod of Patrick Auxilius and Isser- 
ninus forbids the intercourse of monks and nuns — ** nee 
assidu^ invicem confabulationem exerceant." Now, the 
ancient catalogue of saints informs us, that Patrick did not 
reject the company or government of women — " quia, super 
petram fundati, ventum tcntationis non timebant." Here is 
<lircct contradiction as to the first order, which lasted for many 
years after the time of the synod. Villanueva alludes to the 
legends of St. Scnanus, and other matters, to impugn the 
authority of the catalogue ; but the existence of the contradic- 
tion is of itself sufiicient to make the canon to be at least 
doubtful. 

Again, Dr. Lanigan is aivgry 'stvth the second canon of the 
same .series, because it cvVdencea >)^^ \\v<i,€>J&i^*s<j ^A "Vwh 
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priests ; and rejects it, bat on better grounds, because that 
it enacts a penalty against such of the clergy as are not 
shorn after the Romish fashion — "si non more Romano 
capilli ejus tonsi sint." The Roman tonsure, be rightly 
says — for it is admitted by all writers, and rests upon the 
unquestionable authority of Bede — was unknown in Ireland 
until the seventh century. This canon could not, therefore, 
have been enacted by a Synod of St. Patrick. This is agree- 
able to the testimony of the Catalogue of Saints, which is, 
that there was but one mode of tonsure among them until the 
year 598. Signor Villanueva labours to reconcile these con- 
tradictions, but in vain ; at all events they leave a taint upon 
the canon, which must prevent its being implicitly relied on. 
I shall merely add, that Sir James Ware, (Opus. S. Patr. 
p. 124), draws this conclusion from it —that upon its authority 
we must reject the assertions of the catalogue, that St. Patrick 
and the saints of the two first orders were shorn from car to 
ear, or not according to the Roman fashion ; — but, with more 
justice, and more consistently with history and tradition, he 
might have reasoned, that the canon ought to be rejected, as 
being at variance with the testimony of the catalogue. 

In another set of these canons there occurs, as the sixth 
of the series, that which is supposed to establish the practice 
of appeals to Rome. I have enlarged on it before in p. 124 ; 
and the following words of Dr. Lanigan there quoted — " I 
suspect that this canon is not quite as ancient as Patrick's 
times" — will be sufficient to justify me also, when I treat it as 
of dubious authority in respect to age, and as being most 
probably apocryphal. 

I could add many more instances, but these will suffice for 
my present purpose. Dr. Lanigan, in commenting on St. 
Patrick's Synod, declares some of the canons " seem to have 
been enacted at a later period, or perhaps in some other coun- 
try ;" while alluding to the Synod of Patrick, A.\n<L\Uvia^ a.vv<l 
Iftscrninus he says — "That, mth one ox \.yiq ^il^«^'Cv3vns»'»^'^ 
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meet with nothing to make us doabt that it was really held in 
Ireland, and by those bishops." Bat these exceptions imut be 
the consequence of interpokttum^ the existence of irtddi of 
necessity induces doubt. It indeed reduces authenti ci ty to 
conjecture ; tempts every writer to rely on and to quote Jot 
so much as agrees with his particular system, and to repudiate 
the rest ; while it compels the ^r reasoner to forego the vk 
of that which may be genuine and important to his argnmentf 
rather than subject it to the serious objections of being nn- 
candid and inconclusive. 



IV. 

ANCIENT H88. AND LATIN YEBSION OF THE NEW TBSTl* 
MENT IN IRELAND. 

Thebe are in this country several MSS. of undoubted anti- 
quity, and which are possessed of very great interest ; thqr 
are copies of the gospels, and even of the entire New Testa- 
ment, in a version of the Latin tongue, differing materiaUy 
from any of the Vulgate or Italic translations with which we 
are acquainted. Peculiar circumstances have introduced mt 
to the Imowlcdge of these volumes, and of their contents. I 
shall here notice some particulars relating to both ; especially 
as much ignorance exists respecting them, and much error has 
gone abroad, even through the most popular channels of hi- 
formation. 

And first of the MSS — I shall confine my observations to 
the six following remarkable books : — the Book of Armaglif 
which is, by the kind permission of the owner, now in my cus- 
tody ; the Books of Kiells and of Durrow — two volumes that 
belonged to St. Columba's celebrated abbeys at these places; 
and which I examined in detail, when employed in forming a 
catalogue of the MS. books in the library of our Dublin tJnl- 
rersity, of which they form a ip«cX, •, \Xvt I^tbW \% the Bodk 
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of Dimma, or St. Cronan^ now in that collection^ but for- 
merly my property ; the fifth is a very ancient MS. in the 
same repository, but very imperfect ; and the sixth a curious 
remnant, now in the possession of the Royal Irish Academy. 

The Book of Armagh contains the entire of the New Tes- 
tament in Latin ; Tirechan's Life of St. Patrick ; this saint's 
confession; the Life of St. Martin of Tours, by Snlpicius 
SeYcrus ; the Book of the Angel ; and other matters upon 
irhich I need not particularly dwell, as they are all minutely 
and fully detailed by Sir William Betham^ in his antiquarian 
researches. 

It would appear that this ancient volume was partly copied 
firom the autograph of Patrick himself; it is, indeed, so as- 
serted of his confession, at the end of which a note to that 
effect occurs, in the handwriting of the original scribe. We 
have seen that the MS. bears witness to many facts. It 
proves an acquaintance with Rome, with Jerome and his vul- 
gate, about the year 700, when it is supposed to have been 
written ; and that this father was much venerated by the Irish 
saints, yet not implicitly followed in his version. It shows 
that the earliest biographers of our saint compiled their ac- 
counts firom confused and contradictory traditions; and it 
testifies, by the frequent use of Greek letters, to a pre-exist- 
ing connexion between the Irish and Oriental Churches. It 
establishes the intermediate link to have been Galilean ; and 
places upon firm grounds the conjecture, that the youthfiil 
Patrick received all his earliest teachings from the celebrated 
St. Martin of Tours. But this book was written after that 
the age of legend had set in ; and at a time when, as the 
writer informs us, '<the common tradition of the country 
fidled to support the story," (see p. 9) ; and when, as Dr. 
Arnold expresses himself in writing of Cicero's villa, '< what 
■eems to be tradition originated in what anU€^5ia.t\axv&bA.N^\j&^.^ 
the people "^.foT the papal antiq}(wan»Jtta\iaaL^^»A.i\s(^^^ 
beirwork of Action respecting PatxiOs.. 
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The next is the Book of KoUb ; this relic affords a remnk- 
able instance of the loose manner in which infonnstkm on 
Irish snbjects has been hitherto conTcyed to the paUie. tt 
was, to my certain knowledge, inspected by the late Ber. G. 
O'Conor, with whom I was acquainted ; its identity is proved 
beyond dispute, by an ancient charter to the abbey of Kell^ 
inscribed at the end of it ; yet, most strange to say, that pro- 
foimd, intdligent, and candid antiquarian has presented totiw 
public, in his Prologomena, a fao simile—the first page.cf 
the Book of Burrow, another MS. of €olumba, but of muk 
smaller dimensions — as a specimen of the Book of KaDsl 

Again, Hr. Moore alludes to it, in the following note to 
p. 252 of his first Tolume. ^ This Kells MS. is siq^posed to 
have been the same now preserred in the library of Trinity 
College, DubUn, on the margin of which are the foUoviag 
words, written by O'Flaherty, in the year 1677— ^LSitr 
autem hie scriptus est mano ip^us B. Columbn.** Had thB 
historian of Ireland inspected the books, or taken the troiidt 
to inqmre from the best authorities concerning them, ho ooald 
not but have known, that the Book of Kella, which is dis- 
played in Press A, is not that on which these words m 
inscribed; but they are written in the book which we eall 
the Book pf Durrow, and which has existed aboTO a oeatajt 
on the fourth shelf of the same press. 

But, once more, the author of the critique on Mr. Fetrib's 
Essay on the Bound Towers of Ireland (Quart. Ber. No. lfi% 
p. 379), where he details the information which had been oon^ 
municated to him on the subject of these books, hasaxdi tiii 
following coigecture : " It may even be a question whetbv 
this"— 40 wit, the Book of Kells— << was not the idontioal ■»- 
nuscript described in such glowing terms, by Giraldos, in tt* 
twelfth century, as then in the possession of the Chnrdi <( | 
iCiJdare, and known as the Book of the Angel." We bait I 
a/ready seen that the Book ot \b& Asi^idia contuoediB tht.j 
Book of Armagh. 
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Books of Kells and Burrow are MSS. copies of the 
Gitin version of the gospels with that which occurs in 
)k of Armagh. They are most beautifally written in 
rish or Saxon characters ; and, most probably, by St. 
»a himself. Sach is the testimony of uniform tradi- 
id also of ancient inscriptions in the Yolumes. (See 
9 and 89.) 

Latin version of these MSS. is very remarkable, and 
to be peculiar to Ireland. It assimilates sufficiently 
e translation of Jerome, to warrant the conclusion, that 
ter was even studied by its author ; yet it differs from it 
ings so important, as to demonstrate that, in composing 
zeroised the independence at that time fully eigoyed 
Irish Church. Jerome*s version was well known in 
I; its preparatory letter to Pope Bamasus even' forms 
:ordium to the gospels, in the Book of Armagh. He 

holden in especial veneration by our Irish saints ; wit- 
liat sentence in Golumbanus' letter to Pope Gregory^ 
a he tells us thus — " HU per omnia fidem in Scrlpturis 
accommodant fidem.** This high opinion of Jerome is 
* confirmed by a note at the close of the Epistle to the 
!eans, in the Book of Armagh, stating that it is not 
ered by him to be genuine. Yet was his' version 
irded in material passages — I shall instance two. 
rst is one already mentioned (p. 89), where a verse 
>duced after Matthew xxvlL 48, in which our Saviour 

1 to have exclaimed, after having been pierced by 
e in his side — an interpretation most properly con- 
d by the Council of Yienne, ▲. d. 1311. The se- 
instance is the omission of that celebrated verse in 
^ 7, of the three heavenly witnesses ; the reception of 
by any persons, as authentic, is mainly owing to its 
Qce in Jerome's version ; yet is it not found in any of 
bemico-Latin MSS. This and the next* ^Te^^d&ai^^^^t;^^ 
las in the Book of Armagh ;— ^* Bic «&\> c^ N«t^ V^^ 
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aqoam et Bangoinem, Jhs Xps ; non in aqnA solmq, sed in 
aqua 6t sangnine ; et spiritns testificator, qm Xps est yeritas. 
Qm. iii. sunt qni testimonimn dant^ sps et aqoa et sanguis ; 
et iii. unam sont.*' The words are much abbreviated ; I have 
exhibited them at length, except in a few instances, among 
which are Sps (Spiritus), and Xps (Christns), which words, al- 
thoogh similar, it is impossible to confound together. The 
learned reader need not be informed, that the Xps is formed 
of the Greek chi, ro, and sigma, as is general in all the an- 
cient inscriptions of Christns in the Latin tongue. 

Had I the fall leisure, co-operation, and pecuniary means, 
that to such a work would be indispensable, I would present 
the public with a collation of this curious yersion, exist- 
ing in these five most valuable MSS. as the most interesting 
matter that could be found among ancient remains. 

The sixth MS. mentioned is Olegible, excepting a few verses 
at the beginning of Matthew's Gospel. The leaves adhere to- 
gether, and it has the colour and appearance of a sod of turf. 
The handwriting is of the remotest antiquity, and said to be 
coeval with St. Patrick. It is the book contained in the 
Domnach Airgid, or celebrated silver box, described by Mr. 
Petrie in the 18th vol. of the Transactions of the B.I.A. 
When disagglutinated and examined, it will be time to say 
more of this remarkable relic. 



